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MEDEAH AND MILIANAH (1841). 

In^tallatiQQ at Algiers— The Colonists of Dely^Ibnihun and the Dram sellers— 
Blidah— Trarel in the Prorjnce of Constantine — Es^acu ilion of small Military 
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an Arab Tribe— Letter of a Lieutenant in the 3tth — Amral of the Dii! e de 
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The Governor*gGneral had no sooner arrivej at 
AJgiers than he prejiared for a campaign. In flict, he 
took very little time in settling himself and entering 
upon his government. Two days after his landing 
he went to visit tJie immediate neighbourhood of his 
new capital. Passing through the villages and un- 
cultivated lands of Dely-Ibrahim and Pouera, he 
dismounted from his horse to give some advice to 
the inhabitants, and especially persuaded them not 
to abandon their lands, though the}'’ had left them 
untpuclied from fear of pillagers and marauders. 

Really, in tliese new centres, the miserable trade 
of tlie inn-keopers, commonly called dram-sellers’ in 
Algeria, was the only one that had flourished. This 
trade arising from the passing, or collection, of 

I • •3I»rchMifli'iegontt&’ "" 
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sporting purposes within any of the 'dependencies, 
except that of Bona, so as not to cause false alarms 
to the troops. 

His first journey to the east had lasted twelve 
days. He had entrusted the command of Con- 
stantine to Greneral Ndgrier, that of Philippeville to 
General Lafontaine. The new Governor had thus 
visited Bona, Ghelma, Constantine, Philippeville, 
and Bougie ; and on his return from this rapid ex- 
cursion he organized the native militia at Hji- 
jiUy, at Medeah, and at Coleah. 

The Governor-general left Algiers on the SOth 
of March, at the head of his expeditionary column 
and convoy of provisions. Twelve days afterwards 
he gave an account of the results of his first 
campaign. 

In fact, on the 12th of April, he sent the 
following report to Marshal Soult, War Muiister 
and President of Council : — 


Algiers, \2th April, 1841. 

' SrK, — I left Algiers on the SOth of March, -with all the trans- 
port I had prepared, and next day reached Blidah. 

On the 1st of April I marched with the provision train intended 
for Medeah, proceeding in the direction of Aouch-Mouzaia. At the 
same time General Changamier, with three battalions, crosse'd the 
Chiffa, and took a path up the Atlas to turn the Col de Mouzaia, 
and occupy it. , 

On liis side General Duvivier, with three battalions, started ’ 
Ain T61eizir to examine a road to Medeah, supposed to be bul of 
and shorter than that of Teniah. This was a perfectly mistH Jy 
idea, and this column only found a detestable road, and a chai 
hills very difficult to cross, although General Duvivier had notlp^-*-® 
to impede him but fifteen mules with litters. This column hac !lge 
encounter the firing of the Kabyles without being able to catch th 
and its rear-guard, two companies of the 17th Light, attacked 
country covered with brushwood, had to meet an attack from onw^f 
Abdel-Kader’s regular battalions ; but this battalion was finliahj 
repulsed by an offensive reprisal. 
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However, General Cbangarnier passed tlirough the tribe of 
Mouzaia without encountering resistance, and occupied tlie Col 
On the 1st of April tho Col was crossed Nothing was to be 
seen hut some KaL^Jc shirmishers the eoJuinn passed the night at 
the Olive Grove, and next day reached Kedeah 

The same day I left Medeah, going towards the Ohve Grove to 
spend the night there Ou this march some thousand horfiemen 
attacl od the left flank of the column , I at once ordered the three 
battalions on the flank of the column to fake off their pad s one of 
them lemg under the command of H I? H the Duke d Aumale, and 
I sent them at the double against the Arab cav airy, supporting them 
with 400 horse, the enemy left several men and their horses on the 
ground, and had many vvoondetl 

Next daj, the 2nd of Apnl, at daybreak, the tram climbed the 
slope of the Atlas Day had only just broken, when 1200 to 1500 
Arab horsemen, commg down the side of Medeah and the battdion 
of El Barkam coming from the ChiJGfa, attacked my rear guud 
General Ohangarnier, who commanded it, held the enemy, but very 
soon I saw the two battalions of tho Khalifatos of MiInmJi and the 


bebaou, deboudung from the west marching towards the foot of 
tho mountain, flanked by numerous Kabjles and aiming at the 
right flank of General Changarnier I had placed two battalions in 
fclielon, near the Copper mine and they were enough to alarm these 


regulars, w)jo retreated, expecting to be attacked 

Seeing that it was impossible to come to clo'e quarters with tho 
enemy, I aVranged a larger movement, earned out by a battabon of 
the 23rd iind ono of the 53rd who were to descend from ridges 
ncailj to the level of tho Col, and so turn the whole system of lower 
ravines, throw themselves upon the enemy, and take them in reverse 
Tins attack was made at the double but the regulars broke and 
scattered bbout the ravines, however, a considerable number were 
killed, an,a eleven prisoners token Captain Allonvilles Moonsli 
gondamie^ distinguished thein''elve3 in this engagement 

Wic4 the Arab cavalry opposed to General Chmgramier saw 
tribe ballons of regulars so much compromised, they came up to 

Ann^^f™ 

c General at the same tune rKumed the offensive against the 
avOU ,J rjfjj caused them some loss, at this moment he was struck 
tnboa 1 III the shoulder At first liis wound w is BUpposid to be 
ZUOt^ ’ extracted, and this brave officer again took 

. ic< leading bis men 

liC\j j,Q figiitjHg ceased on the right, and w is lessening on 
W 01 ft I ordered General Changarnier to retire, and General 
"ic •, who was on the heights to tlie left, to cover the retreat 
.rfi ruicd the dutv bravch, and with a good knowkdgc of the 
lorl’x I 
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ring to the same expedition, lie says, ‘Decidedly 
General Dngeand is the man for (Ids ])]aee. lie 
manages to do tlirico as mneh work as A'aldc in 
the same time, lie tires Ids men mneh less, does mneh 
more harm to the enemy, and has hardly any 

wounded In this aflair the Duke do 

Xemonrs has shown that, he is not afraid to expose 
his person. At one time he and his staff were snr- 
roimdcd hy Kahylcs. J shot, one almost close to him, 
and cut; down anot.hcr almost as close.’ 

This was the set of engagements before iMilianah 
that Biigennd, when J^Iarshal, was proud to talk of, 
com])aring the tactics to those of the battle .of 
Isly. 

The General in command mentions several of his 
officers in general orders, as he did after the victual- 
ling of i\redcah, many of whom became the heroes of 
Africa, the Crimea, and Ital}’. Captain Verge, 
General Changarnier, Colonel Gentil, Lieutenant- 
colonel the Duke d’Anmale, Lieutenant Ducrot, who 
killed .two Arabs, Captain d’Adelsward, aide-de-camp 
to General Baraguey-d’Hilliers, who also killed two 
Arabs, Colonel d’Arbouville, • Lieutenant-colonel 
Cavaignac, Commandants Leflo and Sauit-Arnaud,"- 


* Saint- Arnaud, Jacques Leroy dc, Mnrslinl of France, Lorn at Paris in 179S, 
died in 1854, was tlie son of an old Parliamentary Counsel, who was aftei-wards 
Member of the Ti'ibuuato and Prefect of the Aude. After being educated at the 
Lycee Napoleon, he joined the body-guard in 1816, passed as Sub-Lieutenant 
successively into the district legion of Corsio^a, and that of the Bouches du Rhone, 
and the 49tli of the line ; he retired from active service in 1822 to fight as a 
volunteer in the cause of Greece, travelled abroad for some years, and in 1831 
resumed his rank as officer in tlie 64th of the line. Wlien a Lieutenant he was 
employed in the war in La Vendee, was General Bngeaud’s orderly officer, and 
attended him at Blaye. In 1836 he was sent to Africa in the foreign legion, made 
Captain there in 1837, and took a heroic part in the capture of Constantine. After 
the taking of DjijUly his fine conduct secured a mention in general orders of the 
army. Next year he became Chef-de-bataillon in the 18th light, 1840, in the. 
Zouaves in 1841, Lieutenant-Colonel of the 63rd of the line in 1842, Colonel of the 
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Colonel Horte, Lieutenant-colonel Tartas, Lieutenant 
Yalabregue, Captain Allonville, Cavalry-sergeant 
JIarguerite. 

The day after the battle of Jlilianah, the Arabs 
took the offensive quite close to Algiers witli an attack 
on Coleah, quite in the rear of the expeditionary 
corps, desiroiis no doubt of shoTving that they were 
not intimidated by the victualling of Medeah. 

Sidi-j\rohammed Ben Allal Embarek, Bey of 
Milianah, dashed himself fruitlessly against the ener- 


u2n(I ami afterwards of the 51th in 1814 His promotion was won by l)ra\ery 
displaced at the assault on Constantine, tbe attack on the Col de Mouzau, and the 
taVmj? of Jlwcara. After being in conun-tnd of the subdivisions of JliJiamli and 
Orlesnsville, he put do'vn tic insurrection of Dahm in lol,< 7, compelJcl Bo« 
Mazn to gno himself up, and svas rewarded with the rank of AXirrchsl lefsmp 
1847 He commanded the sablifiMon of Mosta^tnem after the re»olution in 
Febmary, ISIS, that of Algiers in 1819, he led a brilliant expedition in the 
Kabj le territory of Bougie, and was raised in 1850 to the chief command of the 
division of Constantine In 1851 he snlidued little Rabjlia 

Being mentioned to the Pnoce^rresident, General de Saint Amaud wii phee 1 
at the hesd of the second rlivision of the army of Paris, and soon made War 
Minister lie arranged the military measures required to make the coKp iltlot 
of the 2nd of December safe, and on the re-establishment of tlie Empire m 1852, 
received the baton of jfarshsl of France, and the title of Gnnd Equerri to the 
Emperor IIis wlmmistration was marked by several improvements in the ser 
vice the reconstitution of the general staff of the array, re establisUment of the 
reserve section for general officers and the commusariat, inerexse of pay for non 
commissioned officers of all arms, improvement of the soldiers bread, reorgini* 
ration of the gendarmerie and artillery, of the sanitiry corps of the local army, 
and the civalrs school of Sanmur, the creation of a cavalry section at the Imperial 
military school of Saint Cjr, raising of the Begiment of Guides, and two new 
Zouave regiments, ten new battabons of Chasseurs a pied, and one regiment of 
Algerian light infantry 

Wlien the war with Ilussn broke ont In 1854, Saint Amaud became Com 
mauder in-chiel of the Army in the East In concert with Lord Paglan, he nude 
a successful Ian ling in the Crimes, won the battle of the Alma, and, just m 
S eKx'itopol was attache 1 liicd of the srakness that had long been wearing him 
out. Ills struggle with pain and death was worthy of antiquity His borly 
was buried at the Invalides, and bi$ bast m bronze has been placed in the 
court of the Lj ct'e >apoleon 5Iarshal Saint-Arnsud was an active, indefatigable, 
and most Irave oIJicer, with prudence and resolution, a ciever tactician, an abl« 
almimsfrator He has left some letters (l%ns, 185f), chirraingJj n-itaraJ and 
spinte*] an 1 v cry precioas m their particulm of the conqnes* of Aigeno. 

Though the enemies of the Imperial rule have tried to heap abuse andcaJuinnies 
on the beat of Marshal Saint Amaud, the man, in spite of his j ro«bgilify and 
vartV smsft m money matter*, ncvetthele«s rtmaineil one of the most bnJbant and 
most original jsrrsinages of hw time Uis heroic and Christian death would redeem 
many faolt*. 
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getic commandant Poerio. But, turning, off towards 
Staoueli, lie carried off tlie government cattle, and 
killed no less than forty of our men with their leader, 
Captain MuUer, of the Foreign Legion. 

Less than twenty days afterwards, on the 19th of 
May, at an interview with Mgr. Lupuch, Bishop of 
Algiers, the same Mahometan personage' released a 
' hundred and twenty-eight Christian prisoners, among 
them Assistant- commissary Massot, captured with his 
family near Douera, at the gates of Algiers, under 
Marshal Valee. 

' Although the negotiations had been commenced 
by the venerable Bishop before Marshal Yalee’s de- 
parture, it is allowable to believe that the vigour, of 
General Bugeaud’s first attacks prompted this act of 
mercy done in the name of Abdel-Kader, by his own 
brother, just after the attack on Coleah and Staoueli. 



CHAPTER 11. 

TACKDEMPT AKD SAJDA (1841). 

Moitaganem — March to Taekdempt — Report — Zouaves and Arab Cavaby — Mas 
cara — Letter from the Sheiks — Letter from Saint-Amaud — Destruction of 
Boghar and Tliaza by Baragney d’lLUiera — Advice to Soldiers — Another 
Expedition to Mascara — Leon Roches sent to Mecca — General Daumas in 
Charge of Arab Affairs — Arrival of the Governor’s Family — Victualling 
hlcdeoh and hlilianah — E-xpedition to Saida — Destruction of Sidi Jlahiddin’s 
Ghetna — Capture of Saida — Failure of the ‘Soldier-Labourer’ — Letter to 
M Gard^re — Summary of the Year. 

The dny after tlie Governor-general despatched his 
important report of t!ie campaign on the Chelif to 
Paris, he left General Baraguey-d’HiUiers in command 
of the pro\ince of Algiers, and himself embarked for 
the west. 

On landing at Jlostaganem, the 15th of May, he 
met the troops that Lamoriciere was bringing him 
from Oran. On the 18th began the campaign of 
Taekdempt, in a fortnight the army returned to 
iMostaganem, its starting-point. General Bugeaud 
made liis report of this short campaign to the War- 
Jlinistcr in the following terms : — 

Sir, — I Btartcd on the 18tb from Mostaganem, as I had the 

The artillery and engineer waggons were loaded with ammuni- 
tion, tools, and other material for tlie expected siege of Tachdempt. 

The means of transport at my disposal were used for the equip- 
ment of this sendee and the ambulances. I added everything tliat 
my resources would allow ; every soldier carried eight da} s’ provi- 
sions, and the cavalrj’ horses were each loaded with a sack of rice 
sixty kilogrammes in weight. 

Sly cavalry’, liy their devotedness, rendered an important service 
to the army. Horsemen carried their sacks all the way to Jlascara, 
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'being alternately troopers of the baggage train and cavalry soldiers 
•when there was fighting to be done. 

After several small combats of the rear-guard and flankers, we 
reached Tackdempt on the 25th of May, and took possession of it 
during a very sharp engagement between the Zouaves and the 
enemy’s cavalry upon the neighbouring heights. This combat 
reflected great honour upon the Zouaves, who are a really choice 
corps.*’ 

The town and the fort had been evacuated by the inhabitants, 
and they had carried everything otf ; some thatched houses were 
burning, set on fire by the Arabs themselves. Those of masonry, 
roofed with tiles, were intact, as also the arms manufactory, a saw- 
mill, and stores. The army immediately proceeded to the work of 
destruction, and the engineers to blow up the fort. Next day by 
eight in the morning, we were. on the road for Mascara ; and Abdel- 
Kader, on the neighbouring heights, was watching the blowing up 
of the citadel that had cost him so much trouble and money to build, 
where he had placed his principal magazines of arms and military 
stores of all kinds. 

* An order of tlie 1st of October, 1830, approved by a Boyal ordinance of the 
21st of March, 1831, created two battalions that received the name of Zouaves, in 
Arabic Zouaoua. The Zonaoua are a tribe, or rather a confederation of Kabyle 
tribes, living in the most remote gorges of the Djurjura, a race of men brave, 
intrepid, and laborious, whose submission to the Turks was never anything but 
nominal ; they were, however, well known in Algiers, being continually brought 
there by the necessity of exchanging their oU, and the produce of their rough 
industry, for the goods that were not to be found on their barren hills. As they 
were reputed to be the best foot-soldiers of the regency, and, in certain circum- 
starices, had engaged their military services for hire to barbarous princes, their 
' name wms given to the new militia. Its ranks, however, received all natives with- 
out distinction of origin, mountaineers or men of the plain, towm artisans or 
Kabyle labourers, Arabs or CoulougHs ; but they wanted leaders. French officers 
and non-commissioned officers were sent to drill and command them. They Avere 
volunteers, such as Avill ahvays be found in the army, some disgusted 
with infantry service like Levaillant, others just enlisted like Verge, old Phil- 
hellenes like Moliere, avIio died a general on his return from the siege of Rome, 
officers of special anns like Lamoriciere ; all men full of youth and energy, dis- 
interested, brave, not attracted by tlie bait of larger pay, nor the hope of pleasant 
garrisons, Avho cheerfully entered upon a life of continual privation, severe labour, 
and constant risk,vAvithout being deterred by the uncertainty of reward. 

The Royal ordinance of the 7th of March, 1833, fixes the number of companies 
of Zouaves at ten, eight French and two native. There Avere to be tAvelve "French 
'soldiers in each natwe company. The command of the Zouaves, AAith the rank of 
chef-de-bataillon, Avas given to Captain de Lamoriciere, Avho had joined the corps 
on its fonnation, had several times been distinguished for his bravery and military 
qualities, and, having been lately engaged in organizing the first Arab office 
(Bureau Ambe), had, in that difficult work, shoAvn that lie already jiossessed a 
very complete knoAvledge of the language and habits of the natives, a quick mind, 
a great de.al of boldness and prudence, great ingenuity and loyalty, Avith inde- 
fatigable ardour. — The Zoimccs and Chasseurs-d-jned, by H.R.H. the Duke 
d'.Vuinale. ‘ 
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As I expected that the moment Jnd retired the Anb horse 
iiitn a\ould not fad to come and examine t}ie destruction we had 
accomplished I placed the Zouaves in ambuscade behind the rubbish 
of the fort and a battalion of the dlst of the line among the ruined 
Iiouses in the toavn The column had hardly gone a cannon si ot 
avlien 700 to 800 Arih horsemen crowded into the streets and 
squares The battalion of the 41st of the hue rushed out of their 
lading place and fired upon them bnnging fifteen to the ground 
and 1 filing two horses The Zouaves had no chance 

The same daj and the follomng dajs as far os Mascara Abdel 
Ivader 1 ept two large masses of cavalry contmuallj on ourflanls 
while somo thousand horsemen hept firmg upon our rear guard 
The pnncipal forces remained at a distance andinsuchapo itiontint 
It was impossible to bring them to an engagement against their will 

At Fortassa the enemy collected all his forces upon some hills wo 
had to cross This spot was celebrated in the hi8tor\ of the Arabs 
lieciuse eightj jears ago they had here defeated the Bey Bou Cabous 
I thought that they had chosen this spot to fight a battle with me 
so 1 mossed my tram caused the cavalrj to put dowm their sack's 
and with hardlv any delay m our march we advanced rapidly upon 
the enemy cl armed with the chance of at last getting a success that 
might be decisive of something Our hopes were again frustrated 
As soon as our battalions cchclonned to the two wings and covering 
the cavalry had come withm gun shot the enem} retired at a gallop 
and took up a position on some high hills about two leagues distant 
I would not pursue them so as to avoid fatiguing the troops to no 
I urpose andlretumed to encamp at the placewherelhad left the tram 
guarded by four battalions There was w ater there and forage and 
wood 

On the 30th we found Abdel Kader again xipon the heights 
around Mascara He was reinforced bj 400 horse brought him bv 
Bou Ilamedi Ivahpha of Tiemcen Evei^thing showed that lie 
intended to defend the approach to the town e employ ed the 
same tactics as at Fortassa and with not much better result How 
ever the} wailed for us to get a little nearer, and our si innishers 
and si ells I filed some men and horses e then took possession of 
Ma«cara and I was agreeably eurpnsed when I found they had con 
fined themselves to breaking the doors and the w ooden furniture 

A great number of houses have long l)cen in ruins But aathocit} 

IS voi} large for it fonncrlj contained 20000 to 25000 inhabitants 
It was not at all difficult for us to find places for the hospital maga 
zincs nr d lodging for the gamson I have reason to hope that in a 
short time tbe^e cstnlhshments will bo verj convenient. It would 
even lie jKisiible vMth some work to lolgeJOOOor 7000 men and 
It would be ver} advantageous to keep them there, the difiicuUv 
onl} lies ui feeding them 
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At this moment tlie garrison is made np of two battalions of the 
15tb light, one battlilion of the 4;lst of the line, and three companies 
of engineers, under Colonel Tempoure ; and they lost not 'a moment 
in sotting to Avork to establish themselves. Tavo half-batteries of 
reserve field artillery Avere left in the toAvn Avith gunners enough to 
serve the pieces. 

All the stores left in the train, except those given out to the 
column for their return to Mostaganem, Avere taken into the tovATi, 
and made about fifty days’ provisions for the garrison. 

We stayed at Mascara the Slst of May, and on the 1st of June 
took the shortest road to Mostaganem, namely, the one through the 
defile of Akbel-Kredda. We hoped that it would be possible to 
j)ierce this little chain of mountains, three leagues in depth, by a 
carriage-road, as that would have greatly simplified the AuctuaUing 
of Mascara, but this seductive hope Avas completely disappointed. 
It is the most horribly broken ground I have yet encoimtered in 
Africa. 

Y ou may form an idea of it, sir, when you hear that the rear- 
guard of the column, having been attacked by 5000 or 6000 
Arabs, it Avas impossible for me to give it any flanldng support, 
anxious as the troops and I were to do so ; and as its Avay aams 
along a very narrow ridge, it was completely useless to give any 
direct assistance. It had to meet the attack unassisted, and did 
so with a com'age worthy of the greatest praise. General LeAmsseur 
was in command. It Avas composed of tAvo battalions of the 6 th and 
13th Light, and one battalion of the 41st of the Line, supported by 
a section of mountain artillery, and some Avail pieces. 

The enemy had only to repent of having engaged in this combat, 
for they lost at least 400 men, of whom two were chiefs, and a number 
of horses. Our loss Avas ten men killed, one an officer — Sub-Lieut. 
Eachan, of the 6th Light — and 54 wounded taken into the ambu- 
lance. Perhaps we should have lost few^er men if our battalions had 
not made such a stubborn resistance that, seeing my orders for a rapid 
retreat were not being put in execution, I Avas obliged to go myself 
to Avithdraw them from the fight, and take them to a less difficult 
spot, AAffiere I was resolved to make an offensive reprisal if the enemy 
had then engaged himself, but he did not do so. They retired in 
silence to carry off their Idlled and wounded. We carried off ours, 
and left not a single man in their hands, living or dead, nor a single 
vestige that might enable them to boast of a victory. It is curious 
that they did not even follow us next day, though Ave rested two 
leagues from the field of battle. 

On the 3rd of June Ave reached Mostaganem, without seeing 
another enemy. 

Our loss in the Avhole campaign Avas only 20 men killed, and 85 
Avounded. 
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Our left column, in an offensive reprisal Ijefore we reached Taclc- 
dempt, made 7 prisoners 

The sanitarj’’ condition is good; we have brought back but few 
sick*. The number of these, and the wounded in the ambulance, 
reached 208 on our return, five bang officers. 

Our cavalry and all onr transport animals found forage in 
abundance everjnvberc, furnished by the still standing crops of 
wheat and barTey 

"U'e are making most active preparations for another campaign 
about the 7th or 8th. I cannot here tell you all the means I can 
find to carry the greatest possible quantity of prcrvisions to Mascara, 
hospital stores, tools, reaping-hooks, &c. 

I have great reason, rir, to praise my 'troops, in this long and 
difficult expetlition. 

Then follows mention of several officers wlio 
tlistinguished themselves. 

While the walls of the fortress and arsenal of 
Tackclempt -were crumbling to the ground, Abdel- 
JCader surveyed the work of destruction from the 
neighbouring lull ; lie bad made up his mind to it 
beforehand. But the French army had to fight every 
step, and keep on guard day and night, without 
peace or truce, before they became possessed of tlie 
Arabs’ land. 

On the 3rcl of June the army reached Mosta- 
gnnera, and the Duke de Nemours took ship there, 
and retximed to France. General Bugeaud had 
returned tlfither to fetch the stores retjnhed by the 
garrison of Mascara. A Inige train reached Mascara 
on the 10th of Jime witli the army. And tlicn the 
wise Governor thought tliat, instead of burning the 
harv’ests of the fruitful plain of Ehgris, it would be 
more logical and easier to reap them, and so victual 
the jilace, and increase its store. For more than a 
fortnight onr soldiers, with the reaping-hook in one 
hand and the musket in the other, scoured the most 
accessible parts of the territory of the Hachem Ehgres. 
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CfiloiK'] 'IViiipourc iHinir ill. b'ji'' ri'lifvcd hy Colonel 

Cci’v :il ^lasenr.'!, .*ind tin* ariiiv rofnmed fo Mosta- 

* *■ 

LOuirni hv tin* 2Tth, 

* ♦ 

Afn-r some .•'liarp eniratr<*m<*iif‘^ vvid» the; iriljc of 
Metdjar. on \vln»e (e.rritory .Mo-layanem is laiilf. the 
Ceneral returned to .Miri(-r.*', Imt I’or ordv a siiort 
time, (n faot. In; was rcrallfd to Mascara hy (lie 
sulanission of this trila; ami some others; and he 
installcfl a phantom of a h(;y a! Mascara. Mu.stajdia 
Ouled Othman, whose* Jatla*!* had he(*ti hey of Oran, 
under the 'rurks. 

This Avns the first campai^rn in the }>rovinec of 
Oran ; hut that province was only the half of the 
Emir’s kingdom. 

Alarslinl Saint -Aniaiul in liia letfcvri says. Wo saw olo.arly that 
tin* Kniir would not risk a hattlo. Ho savod Ids regulars, to keep 
the triln’s np. GoiutuI Bugonnd jnirsm's his jmrjioso with most 
aide and praiseworthy ])erscvorance. He is an admirable man. 
Ho is not known, norjustico done him. I follow him, ami cx'amine 
him dispassionately, and every day discover fresh rpialitios in liim. 
Frank and loyal to excess, he sometimes becomes rough. With 
incredible activity he descends to minutia). farmer for fifteen 
yeans, living in continual contact with a low class of society, he has 
not (juitc the dignity or bearing desirable. But what conscience, 
what rectitude, what delicacy of feeling, what complete self-denial I 
And he is surrounded with difBcultios I Little cliques raise np 
trouble for him : the press kills him with pin-]iricka. I should like 
to be in France and shout this from the house-tops. 

*■*#*■*■*# 

Ab'del-Kader had collected all the resources of the 
pro^dnce of Titery at Boghar and Thaza. General 
Bugeaud, having amiomiced his intention of destroy- 
ing these fortresses, reputed impregnable, the astonish- 
ment of the natives was immense. This very curious 
letter was addressed to the Governor-general at 
Algiers by their j)rincipal sheiks : — 

What is this spirit that impels Fraiice, calling itseF such a power- 
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ful and fitionp; nation to cobje md make wav tipon lias ahe 

not terntory enough ’ hat loss mil the land she tal es be to us 
m conipansou y\ith what is left tia^ She mil inarch fonvard and ue 
sliall retire but she mil be compelled to retire and y\e shall letum 
And you Goyenior of Algiers what harm can jou do us ^ In 
fighting ^ ou lose as many men as we do Sicl ness dccimatis jour 
army everj jear W hat compensation can vou offer \our king and 
jour couiitrj for jour immense losses in men and money ^ A little 
laid and the stones of Jliscara’ \ou bum jou waste our 
haryests jou cut our barley and wrheat and rob our silos But 
yyhat is the plain of Ehgris and you have not yyasted a twentieth 
part of it when we have the harvest left m (here foUoiv thirtj names 
of I laces) and besides that the haryest of Morocco itself^ The 
mischief you thud jou hay© done us is like a cup of water drawn 
from the sea We shall fight when w© thml fit you 1 noy% yve aie 
not cowards For us to meet all the forces you drag along with you 
yyould he madness but we shall yvearj them and harass them aud 
destroy them m detail our climate will do the rest Send man 
against man, ten against ten a hundred against a hundred a thou 
sand against a thousand and you will sec if yye recoil Do you see 
the waye rise yyhen a bird brushes it wath its yvang’ This is tlio 
linage of jour passing oyer Africa 

Memn lule Genenl Buiguey d’Hilliers * ti">s fin 
lalnng Ins operitions, thus summed up m tlie Momtem 
Alga jen, of Jime 8 ‘ Tlic c\peditiomry dnision 

stirted from Blidali on the I8th of Jliy, provisioned 
^ledeah on tlie 19th, left tint toini on the 21st, 


• Gel ertl Baragiiej d IIill ers Acbille was boni at Pans lu 1“95 Enliste I as 
a soldier vliilc >et a jo ith lie lost I is left band at tl e battle of Le pz ? After 
tie fait ol tbc Em] ire he became an enthusiastic a Iberent of the house of Bour 
bon at d vas one of the Kings guards {!« was made colonel after tl e taking of 
A1 ers. Jn 153" King Lon s PhU ppo male him second m con mand of the scl cx I 
at Sj nt Cjr afterwards of the Polled me. In 18t0 he was sent to Algiers an I 
ha I the Luke tl Amnale under I is orders. Lieutenant gcnenl m 18-t3 in com 
manl of Constantine 1 e was placed on the unen plojed list next jear in conse 
q cnce of some failures 

B ing eJecte I in 181S as representative hy the department of Doubs Ccoeral 
r-iTagnej A Hill ers slwajs sat on the Bight and after the ‘’nd of December 
JO ned IVince ^apoIeoIl. Ke commsnled a force sent to tie Baltic and took 
BomarsunL Tien took an active and distmguahel j art in tie campagn m 
ltal> ere he won the battle oi Mel^uano During all the war of 18 0 ^lar 
shal BaragueyA Hill rs I red In ret rement and refused in 18"3 to Jh) pres lent 
of the court-martial on Marshal Bozune Marshal Earaguey A IIUl ere hail a 
quick m nd an 1 gran I mil tary qnal ties hut an obstinate ami did lU dis- 
I>os tioa 



26 


^lARSHAL BUGEAUD. 


destroyed Bogliar on the 23rd, Tliaza on the- 25th, 
left provisions at Mihanah on the 29th, again touched 
at Medeah on the Slst, and returned to Blidah by the 
2nd of June. 

‘No enemy made any serious resistance, and the 
force returned with a Yery small number of wounded. 

‘ H.R.H. the Duke d’Aumale, who shared in all its' 
fatigues and privations, never ceased to encourage the 
troops by his example.’ 

The Commander-in- Chief published a general 
order commending the conduct of this expedition. 

It may here he interesting to give the distinction 
between the two names that have often occurred — 
Arabs and Kahyles. The Arab is a nomad. • He 
transports his tent over the plains like the Bible 
patriarchs. The Kahyle lives assembled in villages, 
generally in the mountainous regions. 

The first came as conquerors from Asia ; the 
second descends from the aborigines. He speaks a 
peculiar dialect, bearing traces of an origin previous 
to the Mahometan conquest. As, for iu stance, 
his calendar preserves the Roman names of the ' 
months. 

The Arab fights on horseback, the Kahyle on 
foot. The Arab is generally polygamous, the Kab 3 de 
not. With both one and the other the notables of the 
tribe meet in a council, djemaa, to regulate the affairs 
of the community. The head of the Arab tribe is 
called sheik ; of the Kabyle ^dllage, amin ; he is a 
sort of maire. 

The Arab changes the position of his cultivation 
and pasturage nearly 'every year ; the Kahyle. is 
almost as stationary in his territory as the French 
\dllager ; he also cultivates his vine's and his friiit 
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trees, wliicb tlie Arab cannot do. He Ijas often been 
called tlie Auvergnat of AfHca. 

Tliere are Kabjdes on all the mountains of 
Barbary, but the largest group is at the foot of 
Djiujura. Not subdued by the Turks, and perhaps 
not by the Romans, they enjoyed complete independ- 
ence even till 1857. 

Marshal Randon's expedition placed them under 
our control. We have respected their organiza- 
tion, and never had more submissive Mahometan 
subjects. 

General Baraguey-d’Hilliers, in his report of the 
dtJi of June, says that tliis campaign, with only a few 
wounded, and not one killed, had escaped its first ^ 
element — fighting. The result was curious. This 
was one of the most fruitful of the list of our African 
campaigns. After the excursion to Boghar and Thaza, 
all that district, the region of the upper Clidiif, was 
pacified. Except the mountains of Milianah and 
Cherchell, all die province of Titery, of wliich 
Medeah was the ancient capital, was almost finally 
lost to Abdel-Kader, and he was tlirust back towards 
tlic west, upon the Ouarcns6nis, the Dahra, and the 
proWnce of Oran. 

Biigeaiid, faithful to the system, he had preached 
from the tribune, consisting in perpetual harassment 
of the enemy, and wasting of his territory, imme- 
diately after the expeditions to Medoab, Milianah, 
Tackdempt, Bogliar, and Thaza, arranged two otliors 
in succession to 3Inscara. And as tlic army had 
been obliged to go through Alascara on the way to 
Tackdempt, there had m conbcquencc been three 
visits paid to Mascara. 

The Oran division' started from Mostaganem for 
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a detachment to fetch food ; it must he talcen to them with sufficient 
force to he secure from attach. 

The cattle guards will tahe their rations mth them, and cook 
their soup a-field. 

All possible steps will also he taken to prevent civilians from 
travelling, or going to work alone and unarmed beyond the protec- 
tion of the posts. 

A list wiU be kept of those who allow themselves to be captured 
by the enemy through a breach of these rules, or who allow them- 
selves to be carried off without maldng "any defence, as has sometimes 
happened ; and when circumstances favour an exchange of prisoners 
they will not be included. 

On tlie 2nd of July, Lamoriciere went again to 
Mascara and came back in thirteen days. This triple 
expedition to Mascara answered weU to the system 
Bugeand had explained from the tribune for the sub- 
jugation of Africa, the occupation of one fort on the 
coast, and a corresponding one inland, and a column 
moving between the two, j)reventing the Arabs from 
getting in their harvests, in a word impeding what 
Deputy Bugeaud called them agricultural interest. 

He also . had said that the most active army pos- 
sible was wanted to fight the Arabs, and therefore 
had not used the artillery or waggons at the Sickack, 
to the great surprise of his comrades in arms. This 
was still further carried- out by LamoriciM'e, and is 
described by one of his aides-de-camp, the Marquis 
de la Guiche : — 

The Arabs had one final advantage over us, they carried no food 
with them. Lamoriciere answered those who asked how we could 
live without carrying victuals, ‘ The Arabs do it very well, we will 
do the same.’ The Arabs managed to dispense with carrying 
victuals because they found corn in their silos, subterranean gra- 
naries, knowing the spots. So we had another difficulty to con- 
quer, to find the Arabs’ silos. Lamoriciere started with a column 
that carried only four days’ -^dctu’als, and kept a-field fCr twenty 
days. He only had some of the little hand-mills used by the Arabs 
added to the equipment. Our men baked their own cakes when 
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tliev Ind fonnd the com. To find the eiloa, a chain of eoldiere was 
formed one or tno Jeagucs in length who went for\^ard probing the 
ground ^vith their ramrods, or the points of their swords, until they 
met with the stone that co\ored the mouth of the silo level with the 
ground Then every man setting to work wnth hia Innd-mill, 
ground the corn to flour, and the cake wag verj soon kneaded The 
eiloa furnished the com, the rpzzias found the meat, and so provisions 
were not wanted. The men no doubt did not Ine so well, hut the^ 
marched faster, and comforted themselves for their bad meals b) 
leafing the Aiabs. 

It was at tins time, in tlie montli of July, 1841, 
tlint General Bugeaud employed his interpreter on a 
secret mission to iiccca, so as to obtain a sanction to 
the permanent submission of tbe tribes be had just 
conquered. 11. Roclies’s ability, adventurous char- 
acter, and perfect acquaintance with the Arabic 
language and religion, naturally suggested liim to tlic 
Governor-general. This delicate and dangerous 
mission was completely successful. The object was 
to obtain from tbe grand medjlis, or council of the 
ulemas, a hind of papal brief, or religious firman 
(fetra), explaining to the faithful certain points of 
doctrine and practice. Tlie fetva that Jloches 
brought back from Mecca, after a perfect Odyssey of 
travel, amounted to this : ‘ The Mahometan may 
tolerate a truce when tlie infidel invader leaves to the 
^Mahometan his wives, Iiis children, his faith, and the 
practice of his religion.^ This was a very importai^Lt 
step towards the pacification of Algeria. General 
Lamoriciere, who was face to face with some fanatical 
tribes, wrote to General Bugeaud to congratulate him 
on tliG excellent effects of this religious decision. 
After the publication of the fetva, tbe Arabs, in a kind 
of friendly adoption, never recognised the Governor- 
gencrars intcrjircter by any other name than that of 
K1 lladj Omar ; Ilndj, pilgrim, being tlie title given 



MAKSHAL m;G5:AUI). 


*> 


t<» ;i!iy man who ]i;h hfMni on pilifi'hnniLrf* lo Mpfra. ainl 
visitotl jlif. Prophof s loniii. Acronlinuf (o thoir nolions 
Pu*. I'hviU’h IukI all alonjr been mi>takon In supponiii^i* 
ICl lladj Omar lo ha a I'Vajichman. 'i’lu' man. fin-y 
said, is evidently an Arab ; lie is a i\ia}ionietan of the 
pnn.'.sf. ])lood, eljief of' a Lna’.at f/'iit. and. bafler than 
ibaf.a respaiMed marabfjnt. .M, lbicla;s has told ns 
that lie hatl a h’nmeli si'rv.ant. and wlteii he spok<- to 
liim in «)nr lanynaye. so that the .Aralis s!H»uld not 
understand, they lully lielievcfl tliat tlie spi-eeli was 
d'nrkish. On his own si<l(’ AI. Pocln^s (hM not wi.'.lt 
lo contradict tliis reputation: it is eayv to see what 
ji vtduable instrument smdi an interpreter would he 
for the Oovernor-irencral. And so we find I><'on 
Ivoehes sdwavs hv the Alarshabs side, and renderinir 
liim most impia-tant. .sendees in this seeondjiry 

.sitmition. After his interpreter's return from Meeea. 
the (lovernor-evneral had a sea) enyraved with this 
in.scri])lion in Arabic. ‘The earth is thi‘ Lord’s, 

and he ^u’ives it in heritage to those wliom ho lias 
chosen,’ a short sentence tideen from the Koran, and 
Avell calculated lo make an im]>ression on the Arabs. 
All General Ibigeaiurs proclamations to tlie tribes, 
and all his letters to Arab chiefs, were coimtersii;-ned 
with tliis seal. 

General Pngeaiid had left his fainil}- in France 
and gone to Algiers alone when he received the 

appointment of Governor-general. find the 

following letter among liis correspondence, mdtten 
soon after his installation to his voime’est dano-liter, 
wliom lie had left ill in France : — 

How sorry I ai«, my good Llionie, that you liave been ill .again. 
All the turns of your sickness have been rnuuing in my head. I sec 
you in bed, I hear your fits of coughing, I see your cheeks flushed 



TACKDEiiPT AND SAlDA. 


S3 


■Rith fever, I feel }owr poise, I read jonr condition in jonr doctors’ 
ejes, and thank them for having cured jou And jour good mother, 
I see her too at jour bedside, anxious and attentz%e But let us 
forget this, and only think of your reco\erj I liopo that this letter 
vail find jou A^ell, and tint yon will go to the watering place at the 
end of Maj , and come and see jowr dear father in September, as he 
wants JOU to reward him for his fatigues 

You will ha\e a pretty town house and a charmmg country 
house You will also have a theatre, a piano, as mucli mihfcarv 
music as i ou like, and a bishop for confessor ' There is also good 
society to he picked out I Lave looked to it for jou and Charles 
As for jour father, he wants none but jours 

Vi nte to me, dear Nmie, and kiss Mane for me 

General Bngeaud’s young family did not join him 
at Algiers until the 6th of September. But the 
Governor, after resting more than a month, was pro- 
posing to set out upon an autumn campaign longer 
than the previous ones 

IVInle the Governor remained at Algiers, not moiQ 
than five weeks, he \isited Bhdah and the crntinuous 
line, the contrivance of such doubtful efficacy invented 
by General Rogniat, before mentioned, a kind of wall 
of China that the Arabs ciossed -nitliout scruple or 
difficulty. 

Being cominced of the importance of iiaving the 
administration of the subject Arabs under lus hand, 
tlie Governor-general re-established in August the 
office for the management of Arab busmess,* and 
placed it under the management of Glief d’Escadron 
Daumas, niio nas, as is well knomi, one of his most 
X allied assistants with the pen as nell as with the 
swoi*d t 


* Tlie pffico for tho njanagenient of business, citsblishe*! on the 25th of 
Airil ly Goiernor general Damnmont, s^as WTonglj placet! b} MarsLil \aKe 
among the duties of the general staff 

+ Dmmv, Joseph Engine, bom the 4th of ^September, 1^U3, joinetl the ann> as 
a soluntwr, 1*^22. He was sent to Sauniitr m I6i7 m ISJj hesailt^l for At eria, 
an 1 was m the campaigns of ^fascats and Tlcmcen under JIarshal ClanzH. Ills 


CHAPTER III 

CHISLII' AND OUARENSiiNIS (1842). 

Report of January 4, 1842 — Tempoure’s Operations — General Rumigny in Al- 
geria — March on Tlemcen — Preparation for the Spring Campaign — Massacre 
of Beni-Mered — Letter to Mdme. Bugeaud — Road by the Chiffa — Impulse 
to Colonisation — Letter to Mdme. Bugeaud — Campaign of the Sehaon against 
the Ben Salem — Correspondence with Guizot — Hasty Pamphlet — Letter from 
the King — Campaign on the Chelif and the ilina — Letter to Gardfere — De- 
scription of the Ouarensfenis — Success of Changamier and Lamoriciere — Rout 
of the Tribes — Submission — The General’s Mercy. 

The last days of the year 1841 were marked by some 
brilliant successes in the province of Oran, and the 
Governor-general on the 4tb of January, 1842, for- - 
warded the foUowing despatch to the War- Minister : 


Algiers, 4:th January, 184:2. 

Sir, — A n extraordinary mail from Oran brings me letters from 
Colonel Tempoure that are most interesting. CertainlyAbdel-Kader’s 
power is rapidlj’’ diminishiug in the province of Oran; and when his 
defeat is complete in that quarter it cannot fail to esitend speedily over 
all the rest of the territory ruled by him as far as the province of 
Constantine. 

Yon will see that the chiefs of twelve tribes accompanied Si- 
Mohammed ben AbdaUah-Ouled-Sidi-Oliigi in the solemn interview 
that he had near Tlemcen .with Colonel Tempoure and General 
Mustapha. This combination is powerful enough to give reason to 
expect that it vdll be able to maintain itself alone ; but it is wise to give 
it a powerful support, and I have written very positive instructions 
to Colonel Tempoure for that purpose. . . . There is reason to 

hope that the great tmion of douairs that goes by the name of Beni 
Amer Avill join the confederation, and then we shall be masters of the 
teiTitory from Oran almost to Mascara. 

# # * * * # * ■ . 

MJien General Bugeaud went to tbe province of 



CH^:LIF A^^) OUAUENSilXIS. 


39 


Oran on January 10, 1842, he appointed as chief of the 
government General Count de Kumigny, king’s aide- 
de-camp, Tvho had come a few weeks before to take 
command of the province of Algiers, and, it was 
said, to await the abeyance of the Governor-general- 
ship. 

So a report spread, both in France and Algeria, 
that General de Rumigny, an intimate friend of King 
Louis “Pliilippe, was destined to supersede General 
Bugeaud, who would not return. And this gave 
rise to a strange state of tilings ; the opposition in 
the press and in parliament, only one year before 
irreconcilable enemies of General Bugeaud, suddenly 
set to work, irith the violence of the time, to 
o])pose this supposed substitution of a court favour- 
ite, for a man considered by all to be the, con- 
queror and pacifier of Algeria, after his campaign 
of 1841. 

lung Louis -Philippe was really too much of a 
patriot, and too wise, to think differently, and he 
could only congratulate himself on the change of 
opinion in favour of a man whom he valued so highly; 
and lie readily sacrificed his aide-de-camp, if, indeed, 
he ever had any serious thoughts of making him 
Go\'ernor-general. 

General Bugeaud went to Oran with the purpose 
of organizing a -irintcr campaign, to deprive Abdel- 
Kadcr of tlie onlj” town left him, the old Arab capital 
of Mauritania-; the relinquishment of vliich by 
Bugeaud himself, at the treaty of the Tafna, had been 
the subject of such severe criticism. 

General Bugeaud commanded the troops in p 
and with him was the old native general M 
ben Ismael. The general bixler piiblidied' 
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lic.'Kl-ejii.'nicrs in A)p:iL‘rs on ihe 2.”)th <>(’ ^farrli, 1842. 

H!ivs shortly : — 

* V 

'Clio fulnnit) cnlli'ctofl j|{ Ornti. fouvinK iliC' ernl of Jjintmrv, 
ojHM'.itfd (hiriiit: tls* mo-f fiifiir-iiff f-on-on of (Jk- yp.ir. li \v/i‘- hfopjvtl 
in’inior hy nundcd font iil-^ iior hy tho htiouv rovcn'iit;: tlio hill-,. In 

'■ iiiip-iiirn of hvciify-fivo ilitv-n if .‘•(‘(Mimi {)io wiihmi-'-ioii of fill 
the fiihi'" fliaf {‘Xtoiid froiiJ tlie JIalira fo fho fronfii r.- of 3roiocco. 
The occ*npatioii of 'J'ltiiifcn Inn la on tha ('onsi-ijncnre, 

Tlie in<l(*fatio;nhI(! Ihigeainl did not stop at 
'I’lcincon, ilionoli the weather was so bad. d'o 

« Cj 

coinph'ic the sulfjcction of the west. lie pushed on 
to ScAdou, a fortress of tlic Kinir situated tliirtcen 
leagues to the south-west of Tlemcen, The fort was 
destroyed on tlie 9th I'ebniary : stores of iron and 
lend Averc found there, .and seven brass oains, tAvo of 
them cast at Tlemcen. 

He returned to Algiers after onl}- five weeks' 
absence; the poAA’crful stimulus be gaA’c to' his lieu- 
tenants AViis ncA'er relaxed, 'fhe Governor-o'cneral 

O 

Avas knoAvn to be at Algiers, AAoth a steam-boat in the 
harbour AAdth her steam ahvays uj), ready to be at any 
• of his posts that Avas threatened, or Avas only inacth'e, 
Avithin tAventy-four hours. And so razzias AA'ere made 
on all sides, and the King’s aide-de-camp sent to 
victual Medeah. This Avas done AAnthout interrup- 
tion, though the only road lay through the Col 
de Mouzaia, and had alway’-s been found to cause a 
certain loss of men, calculated on beforehand by the 
staff. 

Admiral Fourichon, lieutenant commanding the 
Governor-general’s steamer. Pharos, in 1841, told 
us a short time ago, that the Marshal’s activity of 
mind and body was incomjiarable. He slejit A^ery 
little, and had no hesitation in waking up his atten- 
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dants when ]ie couM not sleep himself. He very 
seldom wrote himself, and aiwaj'S slowly and with 
an undecided hand ; but his private secretaries, 
Trochu, Verg^, and myself, were always occupied in 
writing under his dictation. Having indefatigable 
powers as a worker, he made the mistake of judging 
others by himself; and yet his wit, gaiety, liveliness, 
cheerfulness, and kindness, made him adored by all 
tliose who lived in intimacy wth him. He delighted 
in talldng, and was always lecturing. He was a 
wondeiful story*teUcr, and able to give his tales a 
picturesque, original, and always varied turn. I 
remember one day, at the palace in Algiers, in 1841, 
he was sitting on a little low stool, and three deputies 
on their travels 'vrere standing round him, commission* 
ers, and in some sort inspectors of his acts and deeds, 
SUL do Beaumont, de Corccllcs, and de Tocqueville. 
M. de Corcelies was the only one of these who did 
justice to the Jlarshal, and who really loved him. 
The Marshal was telling his gimsts about the capture 
of Saragossa, and did it irith so much warmth, ani- 
mation, trutli, and simplicity, that H. de Tocque^dlle, 
habitually not inucli of an admirer, came to us and 
confessed that he had never imagined our General 
could bo so eloquent. 

Admiral FouricUon was much affected as lie 
said the ^[arshal’s heart was very lofty, and full of 
nobility and greatness ; in what multitudes of 
iiifetancos have I been witness to most splendid and 
aflccting conduct on his part 

During the periotls of rest, razzias* were made 

M CliPrVmne^u, the lcanie»l profc<*or of AraWe, alnK>«t all of whose Ufa 
w as speat la Africa, has giTen m 0 pieture^jao detiflition of the word * < 
lie (-ajs il rpalli raean* In Arabic an attack I*} sarj’nw', Ufore break 
when the r\oicaa u nngut, and the borae oabndled. 
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on all sides, only as a loetter preparation for tlie spring 
campaign. 

By tlie 25tli of March, the Grovernor-general was 
issuing a general order threatening the hill Kabyles, 
and causing expectation of a grand expedition into 
the Ulterior of the Tell. ‘ They think themselves 
impregnable in their rocks, but we. will show them 
that there is no retreat where our brave infantry 
cannot reach them.’ This was quite a new departure, 
as hitherto all the expeditions had worked in the 
plams. 

Towards the end of the month of May 1842, 
Baron Larrey, ISTapoleon’s distinguished surgeon-iu- 
chief, then being seventy-six years of age, was com- 
missioned by Marshal Soult, the War -Minister, to 
make a sanitary inspection in Algiers. Baron 
Hippolyte Larrey, who accompanied his father, told 
us that the interview between the Governor-general 
and the sanitary inspector was, at first, rather cold 
and constrained, but soon became very unreserved. 
They discussed all the questions relating to the 
feeding of the troops in Africa, the hospital regula- 
tions, the provisions and stores accumulated in the 
great vaults at Algiers, the arrangement of the 
sanitary service of the troops, the conveyance of 
womided, the use of coffee instead of alcohol, and 
such matters. The Marshal expressed his determina- 
tion to check the spread of the constant Algerian 
intermittent fevers, by issuing sulphate of quuiine to 
the troops ; but the, Baron pointed out to him that 
this active, and fi’equently adulterated, medicine 
could not be administered to sound men as a preven- 
tive without inconvenience, while it would be suffi- 
cient to insure there being a sufficient quantity of the 
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pure article to enable the sick to ^rrestle with the 
fever. General Bugcaud gave up liis plan. 

Is^ow, instead of little journeys such as those from 
Mostaganem to jMascara, or from Oran to Tlemcen, 
the General determined himself to lead a grand ex- 
pedition from Oran to Algiers by the valley of the 
Ohelif When, a military commander committed 
himself to this long valley of the Chdlif, between two 
chains of mountains unexplored and peopled with 
thoroughly hostile tribes, he had to calculate upon 
engaging in a most hazardous expedition ; the 
slightest breath of war irould rouse the mountaineers 
to the right and left, and might, in a way, repeat 
the retreat of Xenophon’s ten thousand Greeks. His 
start was delayed by an event that showed how 
insecure was the state of things at this time, even 
at a short distance from Algiers. 

On the 11th of April, at the gates of Boufarick, 
on the territory of the Beni-Mered, a little detachment 
of twenty- two men under Sergeant BInndan was 
attacked by three hundred Arab horse. These were 
Arabs from Sebaou. The brave non-commissioned 
officer called to his men to defend themselves to the 
deadly he was killed, as well as five others j eleven were 
so seriously wounded as to require amputation. The 
firing lasted an hour and a lialf. Lieutenant-colonel 
illoiTis, hearing the sound of the firing, came up at 
full speed w ith a troop of the 4tli Chasseurs d’Afrique, 
and saved the rest of the infantry detachment ; only 
five men being unwounded. ‘ Tliis was better than 
Mazagran, as tlien the men were under cover of 
walls,’ said the Governor-general wlien he lieard of 
it, and the names of these tnenty-two bnive men were 
puhlidied in general orders. 
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General Bugeand did not leave Algiers till tlie 
2 5 til of April, leaving General de 'Bar^^ in command 
of the Algiers division ; and we find the following 
letter written to Mdme. Bugeand, but without date : 

Sidi-AU hen Aiclioun, upon the Oued Fodda, 184:2. 

My Love, — Notwithstanding the had weather, I have visited 
all the tribes to the south and north of the Ouarensfenis. Almost all 
of them have submitted to me, and have been condemned to dis- 
armament ; this has commenced, hut proceeds slowly. 

^ To sum up, this vast insurrection is drawing to its close, and 
its final conclusion will he favourable to us ; for the fetters of the 
ilfttivcs Wll-he better ri'<''eted than hpfor^. 

I shall he at to-morrow, by eight in the morning ; 

and find your letters there with news of all my people, so I shall 
he very happy. 

I am very well, indeed, only for my lips being burnt by the 
sun. A thousand loves. 

* # % * # ^ # 

I shall try to go and visit you on the 10th of June ; try to wait 
for me tiU then. 

. M. Louis Yeuillot in his fine book. The War, and 
the Man of War, sa 3 ^s, ‘ God had treated him as one 
He loved. Blading in his heart an unbounded lo^'^e 
for everything that is good and pure, respect for 
everything grand in liis mind ; his house and home 
was the abode of simple sweet Christian virtues, all 
powerful over his soul. 

‘ The newspapers drew ridiculous and odious por- 
traits of this fierce soldier, but he was a most tender 


* General de Bar was Born at Thiais in 1783. He enlisted as a volunteer, and 
won his stripes in the Battles of the Empire. Seriously wounded at Bautzen, and 
made prisoner, He was distinguished at Waterloo, and seriously wounded. In 
1823 he was fighting in Spain as lieutenant-colonel, and made colonel in 1830, 
Marechal-de-camp in 1837, he took a glorious part in our fights in Algeria, and 
Marshal Bugeand procured him the rank of lieutenant-general. He several times 
did the duty of Governor in Marshal Bugeaud’s absence. Being treated with great 
affection and confidence. In 1848 he retired as colonel of the third legion of tlic 
National Guard. Senator in 1852, and Grand Officer of the Legion of Honour. 
General de Bar died in 1861. 
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luisband and fatlier, most devoted friend, n\o«5t gene* 
rons patron, and one of the few men I have known 
who readily forgot ingratitude and injury, 'fhi'^ 
ambitious man’s only aspiration was to live peacefully 
in the bosom of liis on the patrimony lie liad 

nobly preserved b}' his work. 

‘Being compelled bj’" tlie public service to leave tliis 
dear famil}'^, and these beloved fields, he went to 
battle wearing on his breast a medal of the holy 
Virgin given him by his youngest daughter, Leonic 
Bugeaud, Comtesse dc Fern}', and all around him could 
see the value he attaclied to this talisman. Wlint a 
fine smile lit up Ins manly countenance, ^rhen I told 
him, on parting at niglit, “ Jfarslml, think of the God 
they are praying to at ExcidcuU.” ’ 

Bugeaud announced his return for the lOtU of 
Jime, and really did reach Algiers on the llth ; on 
the 20th JIdme, Bugeaud and tlic fimily sailed for 
France in the Pharos. In six weeks tlio Governor- 
general had come back. lie had taken command of 
the Oran division, and brought tliom as far ns Blidah 
up the valley of the Ch(5Iif, nearly in the line of flie 
present wailway from Algiers to Oran. There van 
no serious resistance ; the tribes either Bubmitled, or 
tbwTOO'OiAam’s, Bnynig, ■that ibvy 
were not hostile, but feared tliat they shoiild not 
escape Abdel-Kader’s terrible vengeance. 'I'lie Or-m 
division met that of Generals dc Bar and Chaugarnicr 
from Algiers, and tlien returned as quietly to Onin. 
Iho Governor-general now remaiiird stationary for 
four months, an unusual time for him; it sK-uipd as 
expecting a serious alarm that uould again 
cau^e him to move in perron. 

Our worL U tliaajjc<!/ f'tjB tlie ^funittur Aigi 
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every pnge of wliicli, eviclcnlly, contains passages inspired by'tlie 
Governor-general. ‘ Wlicn wc were only assailants we could select 
the time and ]ilace for otir attaclcs ; now that we are protectors %ve 
mnst iTiarcli at all times, and to every jdace, to save tlie subject 
tribes from invasion. To keep is no less difficult than to conquer. 
Our brave soldiers will not be weary ; they will not stop till they 
have destroyed the Emir’s power even in its smallest holds. It must 
be dissipated to the last traces, so that this extraordinary man may 
not reappear.’ 

The Governor-general considered the army’s duty 
changed, but he did not think it ought to rest, not 
by any means ; and proclaimed that it ought to he 
more than ever ready to marcli. Writing to M. 
Guizot, the Foreign Minister, on the 18th of October, 
1842, General Bugeaud sa5’-s, ‘ While I am chasing 
the Emir, 37-ou will he striving to keep 37-our majority 
against inconsistency and fickleness. You will see, 
as well as we shall, that it is as difiicult to keep as 
to conquer.’ 

A good proof of the pacification at this time was 
the fact that Medeah and Milianah were now 
victualled by sutlers, and almost without application 
to the military administration. F or eleven years this 
had only been accomplished by the periodical sacrifice 
of a number of soldiers, calculated beforehand, at 
the infernal Col de Mouzaia. Yow these sutlers had 
to he recalled to prudence by an order of the director 
of the home department, approved by the Governor : 


Merchants are in the habit of proceeding alone on foot from 
'Blidah to Medeah, and Milianah unarmed ; usually carrying mer- 
chandise with them, and passing the night in desert places. AH' 
Europeans are desired not to go alone to Medeah or Milianah, or 
any place in the interior. They should/- join in small caravans of 
seven or eight men, well armed. They should never bivouac in 
disert places, but sleep in the douairs niearest their road, and com- 
municate with the kaids and sheiks yfhej will protect them. 
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The General was especially desirous of avoidin"- 
the difficulties and dangers of supplying Jlcdcah by 
crossing the Col do j^Iouzaia/and lie tlierefore liad the 
splendid road througli the gorges of tlie Cliiffii sur- 
veyed, and immediately proceeded to the construction 
of it. This is one of tlic wonders of Algeria, of the 
beauties of the world. Por a length of five leagues 
the road was made by pick and blasting through 
rocks towering three Imndred feet above it, witli 
the torrent below. Tlie vegetation is beautiful, and 
a fact in natural history will show how inaccessible 
are these gorges, for a, tribe of apes still continue to 
live in peace upon the Chiffa, defying tlio hunters’ 
arms of precision, the only place in Algeria where 
tliey are now to be found except the mountain of 
Bougie. 

Tliis temporary pacification, obtained by the 
stuj>efaction of the Arabs at the number and vigour of 
the blows inflicted upon tliem in 1841 by tlie new con- 
queror, did not disarm General Bugcaud’s numerous 
critics and keen oj)poncnts. In the press and on the 
tribune these opponents never ceased to pursue liim ; 
and the General showed himself much too sensitive 
to these attacks, as unfortunately he always did. 

However, he took advantage of this summer of 
1842, to give a hitherto unknown impulse to coloni- 
sation. ;More wa«, in flict, done tlian in tlie previous 
twelve ycar«, nine new villages were planted, and 
the following year nine more. 

On the 30th of August France liad received the 
submisrion of the Isser, a powerful tribe holding the 
first hills to the east of the great plain. 1 his siib- 
mis'-ion completed the pacification of the trihe-> of 
the Mitidjuh. 
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But our in(lcfa(i«rnl>lG noiicral was planning 
anollier can)])aign; ovon Ika'oikI ihc li^ser, against a 
lit, tic cliicf, named Bcn-Salcm, avIio held tlie valley of 
ibe Sebaou, and on ibe 2blb of September be ^Yent in 
command of tbc column to operate in the east beyond 
tbe gorges of tbc Isser. The ex])edition dest'TOyed a 
small bordj, tbe capital of J3en-Srdem, having encoini- 
tered but little tiring ; Colonel Leblond of the 48tli 
of the line being nnfortunatol}’' killed, a valuable 
officer. The Governor-general returned to Algiers n 
on the 16lh of October, and there found Mme. 
Bugeaud, vdio had arrived with her children on 
tbe 19tb. 

Another chief, formerly a khalifa of Abdel-Kader, y 
Si-Mohammed Ben Mahi-Eddin, a man of .great 
energy, gave us his assistance most devotedly m this 
campaign^ especially as the column was returning. 
He took charge of the transport and escort of the sick 
and TYOunded, and he did it as rrell as French soldiers 
could have done. 

Tbe ‘ Governor-general rewarded him ■\vitli the 
style of Khalifa for the hundred and twelve tribes of 
the Sebaou district just conquered. He wished to 
strike the fancy of the natives by making this first 
ceremony of investiture at Algiers a grand solemnity. 

At eight o’clock in the morning, the IChahfa proceeded 
to Government House, accompanied by his brother, 
three agas, and the hundred and twelve kaids of the 
tribes placed under his command, gnidred by Chef 
d’Escadron Daumas. The Governor/general made 
them an address through the interpreter, M. Leon ■ 
Eoches, exhorting them to be faitlimp to them con- 
tract of alHance ; -.and promising /them greatness, 
threatening punishment and transpe/rtation to France 
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if they broke it ■when once undertaken, and then he 
invested tlic chiefs "with suitable robes. 

Thougli the Generars activity had been cro'wned 
■^^’ith suecess, he thought be could perceive an inten- 
tion to reduce the number of troops in Algeria, shown 
in some acts of the War Minister. As he was unfortu- 
nately always interested in the discussions of the 
Cliambers, and the attacks of the press upon Algerian 
matters, he did not confine himself to addressing 
observations to his superior, Marslial Soult, he cliosc 
to bring his case before the public, by publishing a 
pamphlet, protesting against any measure of this 
kind. Marshal Soult was very properly annoyed at 
this proceeding, and did not conceal his displea'^urc 
with the Governor-general. 

ill. Guizot was in regular correspondence u*ith 
General Bugeaud. The great Minister displayed 
an unfailing esteem and attachment for the soldier, 
notwithstanding tlie divergence of their temperament 
and character. JI. Guizot’s Memoirs give some 
interesting particulars of this intimacy. It may be 
scon liow cleverly and dexterously the politician 
brought the Govcrnor;general roimd to his opinions, 
not directly opposing him, as the War Minister too 
often did. These are the fine and wise words that 
^1. Guizot addressed to his friend General Bugeaud, 
in order to allay the irritation produced by the 
reproof that the War Jlinistcr had thought it his 
duty to convey to his immediate inferior in Rink, 
in refci-encc to the pamphlet mentioned : — 

• M. Glizot (o Girvcn^i. lirocACP. 

J*ar{», 20 S(jy(cn%b<r, 

You cotinilrtiii of me, my Jear Genera), an*) \oa 
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reason to do so. Yet I am not without excuses. I have a great 
dislike' to empty words. I had nothing necessary, nothing practical 
to say to you. I venture to think that you trust mo, whether 
near or far off, whether I speak or am silent. So I have not 
written to you. I have rejoiced in your success, and believed in 
it beforehand, because I have confidence in you. I liave supported 
you in the Council and elsewhere, whenever I had a chance. I 
have laboured with some success to secure the predominance of the 
only policy that can support you, and that you can supjjort. 
These are my proofs of friendship, my dear General, be sure you 
have gained mine ; and I shall be faithfid to it, and always charmed 
to prove it to you. 

You are entrusted with a great work, and you will succeed 
in it. That is glory, you love it, and you are right. There are. 
only two things in this world that are worth caring for, — domestic 
happiness and glory. The public are beginning to believe that 
they must rely upon you as regards Africa, and give you all you 
want to complete what you have begun. I have just read what 
you have just written, it is conclusive. In your place, I do not . 
know if I should have written it ; deeds are more authoritative ' 
than words.' But your reasoning is sui^ported by your deeds 
I shall make use of it in the next session. Meantime, finish your 
work of securing and completing the military supremacy. Then 
we wHl consider the territorial establishments. I am as much 
impressed as you are with the necessity of action in Algiers while 
Europe is at peace. Africa is the business for our leisure time. 

Tlie General’s reply was thus : — 

General Bugeaud to M. Guizot. 

Algiers, 18 October, 1812. 

Yes, I trust you, far or near, writing or. silent, my dear Minister, 
and am honoured by the friendship you assure me of. 

You tell me, ‘ In your place I do not know if I should have 
wi-itten, deeds are more authoritative than words.’ I have not 
written to turn my deeds to account, and have not said a word 
about them. I wrote, chiefly to oppose a notion that appeared in 
the papers, in private conversations, in letters, and especially in 
the War-Minister’s letters, the reduction of . the army in Africa. 
The Marshal War-Minister has found fault with this publication. 
Had he aright to do so according to precedent? You can judge 
by the reply I made him, and enclose a copy of it for you. But 
supposing- that I was to blame, was it right to admonish me in the 
papers ? I was very much vexed at an article published in the 
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Monittur of Paris. I do not think I have failed in discipline or 
propriety, and I flatter myself that no general in command, two 
hundred leagues from his countiy, has b^n better dbciplined than 
I have.’ 

There was some reason for the African General’s 
vexation. Although JIarshal Soult was dictatorial 
and quick to take offence, he highly esteemed his 
old comrade of the grand army. He liked to 
remind him that they had both been present at 
the battle of Austcrlitz, one ndth his corporal’s 
stripes, the otlier invested ndth the dignity of 
^larshal of France. Unhappily, General Bugeaud 
was not patient. 

The year 1842 was fatal to. France. The 
death of the Crown-Prince, thp Duke of Orleans, 
killed* on the 13th of July upon the road to 
Xeuilly, destroyed the hopes of a whole people. 
The African army, having seen him in action on 
the field of battle, loved him, and held biih in 
liigb esteem. The Duke, intelligent and brave, had 
the rare power of cbaniiing and attracting. And 
so the hearts of men were drawn to him irre-'i-^tibly ; 
and it must be said that few princes were more 
popular, more beloved, or more sincerely and bitterly 
lamented than was the father of my lord the 
Count of Paris. 

In the month of October, 1842, the Duke 
d’Aumale, promoted to the rank of general, returned 
to Africa. 

Before leaving Algiers, the General-in-command 
wrote the following letter to bis friend Garderc ; and 
in it will be found, as is always the case at this 


* D) * evnage »c«Jent,— Eo 
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]icrio(l of Iiis life, Bug-eaufFs two great subject?; of 
tbong'bt, Abdel-Kadcr and the opposition. 


Ahjkr,% 12 lYovcmhcr, 1842. 

My Dhau Gaiidkiii:, — Yon h.nve not writton to me for a long 
time, ncitliev h.nvo I to yon, beennse yon wore in tlio midst of tlie 
bniicvmoon, iind I in the midst of the lai)onr» of ITcrcnles ; that is to 
say, in those labours that consist in snbdning thousands of wild 
boasts, and it mnst also be said some great citizens, who want to 
give the Arabs a nationality. 

Yon have been travelling, I Icnow; yon h.ave been at Bordeaux 
to show your yonng Avife to yonr relations and friends ; that is 
charming. I {iresnmc that you are hapjjy, and wish yon the 
continuance of tliat delightful state. 

As for me I am always fighting against Abdel-Kader, Avho 
strives against his ill-fortune with grand energy and ability. He 
ia really a master man, worthy of a better fate. I consider his 
business is done, without recoveiy'. Tie may support himself for 
a time as a partisan chief ; he can never regain a sovereign’s power : 
and I think that in the spring we shall finally expel him from 
the last territory that provides him Avith any resources, between the 
Cli6Iif and the hlina. 

Now the important enemies arc no longer there, they are at 
Paris. Around those in power there are eiiAnous men, incapable 
of believing anything, detracting from everything that is done, 
and so managing to inspire doubts in the minds of the IMinister and 
the King. These speeches come to me, and I sometimes see traces 
of them in the official correspondence. I am in-a rage ; but AA’hat 
can be done ? I console myself by thinldng that generals have 
always been subject to such mortifications. 

I am sending the Kang six horses, that the Minister had told 
me to buy for him. I request hlarshal Soult to cause the price 
of the purchase, amounting with incidental expenses to 7200 francs, 
to be remitted to you. 

AnsAver me, and tell me of your young brother, of your travels, 
and your plans. , 

My AAufe and dairghters are here, and Avell. Charles has stayed 
in P6rigord, as we dreaded the climate for him. 

Bugeaud. 


All the Ayay along the valley of the Chelif, the 
eye Avandering along the bine line of the southern 
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mountains, rests upon tlie grand dome of Oiinrensenis, 
a rock giant, rearing l«s bald bead above wooded 
attendants. The Arabs call it ‘ the eye of tbe world,' 
thus alluding to tbe bcmispbcrical fonn of the peak, 
and tbe incomparable view to be cnjoj’cd from it 
of tbe course of tbe Chdlif, of tbe fresb valleys at 
tbe mountain foot, and lastly over tbe sombre blue 
of tbe Sahara, commencing far off to tbo south, in 
the direction of Tiaret. 

The region of sloping woods, that range around 
tbo foot of tbe peak, is really charming. Everywhere 
else in the provinces of Oran and Algiers, what bo-ars 
tiie official name of forest is only poor copseirood 
and brushwood.* Here tbe forests of green oak, 
Aleppo pines and pistachios, deck the undulating 
flanks of fresh valleys, and terminate towards tbo 
cast in tbe splendid mass of tbo cedars of Toniot-El- 
Hnd, tbo marvel of forest bouquets in tins French land. 

In these woody undulations of tlio OnarensinlB, 
whose freshness is a delicious contrast to tbo fiirnaeo 
temperature that e.vists for nine montlis out of tljc 
twelve in the long valley of the Clidlif, there was 
everywhere a crowded population fifteen or twenty 
years ago. Tbe typlius of 1867, tlie evil year, tlio 
Arabs call it, made frightful ravages among lliom. 
Tbe solitude of most of these gorges is only disturbed 
by tbe passage of small caravans, and tbe sudden 
sound of tbo partridge’s flight, or by tlie companies 
of wild pigs that they disturb. 

Tile chain of tbe Ouarcns6nis was then a rjimpfirl 
of stone, to tlio south of which Ablcl-lfader eaaW 
take sbcUct where be had never been atlaelu'l. 


• W'>AnUl,.„on)roMKwiefortjrut,o.| V 
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Bugeaud had already twice examined the calcareous 
giant with his eyes, and he was not the man to be 
scared by this unknown region. He had once 
approached the scarped flanks of the chain, without 
trying to penetrate them, in May, 1841, in the pur- 
suit after the battle at the bridge of the Ohelif, under 
Milianah. A second time he had in 1842 defiantly 
reviewed the whole mountain, while ascending the 
Ch41if from west to east. The mountaineers had 
not issued from their gorges. Bugeaud was deter- 
mined to seek them there, and he did so in his 
campaign of November and December, 1842. 

Four affluents of the Chelif descend almost as 
parallels from the chain of Ouarensenis to the river 
from south to north. These are, begmning from the 
west, the Oued Edhou, the Oued Isly, the Oued 
Fodda, and the Oued Rouina, this last taking its rise 
in the region of the cedars. 

To the west of these four valleys, the most 
considerable was that of the Mina, where by the 
General’s orders Lamoriciere and Gentil stopped the 
passage like beaters for game. 

The General-in- command started from Blidah on 
the 22nd of November, speedily reached the Ch51if, 
and buried himself in the mountainous mass of the 
left bank, thrusting the tribes before him. The 
Flittas, formuig the advanced guard of the enemy’s 
masses, immediately effected a movement in retreat, 
finding at the eastern opening of the defiles Lamo- 
riciere before theni, and were obliged to surrender to 
him. The others, after retiring across the three 
first rivers, made head in the gorges on the Oued 
Rihou. The Emir himself had hastened up to 
encourage them. 
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Cliangarnier, liaving collected the principal corps 
d’arindc from Jlilianah, after Iiavinjx repulsed a first 
attack of the Arabs on the 28tU of Kovember, attacked 
the tribes on the 8th of December, and caused them 
groat loss, himself only having two killed and seven 
wounded. Abdel-Kader had come in all haste from 
tlie south, to encourage by bis presence these masses 
of the faithful, driven back by an unexpected attack 
at this season ; he felt tlmt the loss of the 
Ounrensinis would be an irreparable disaster to 
liim. His horsemen engaged man to man with 
Colonel Korte’s Chasseurs. Three days follouirig 
did tliey repeat their furious charges upon the French 
cavalry. TliU time our loss was more serious, 
amounting to seven killed and seventeen wounded. 
Artillery Captain Pcrsac allowed liimself to bo cut to 
pieces upon one of his guns which was in danger for a 
moment. After this combat, as usual, far more snn* 
gninary for his men than ours, the Emir disappeared. 

While Changarnicr’s column was thus taking 
possession of the Oued Rihou, and executing a 
turning movement in the secondary valley of Oued 
Talata, thus closing all exit towards the west, the 
principal corps d’amu^c, under the Governor-general 
and the Duke d’Aumale, followed the line of tiie 
crest; thrusting before it the vast crowd of moun- 
tain tribes, warriors, women, children, old men and 
cattle. 

This maddened crowd, knowing the Jocalitic?, 
felt ns if it was being driven to certain death. In 
the last march it would itKich the very dome of 
Onarcusenis, at the great peak of Chenba, suddenly 
cut oiT into slippery and broken rocks, formin"- 
precipice. At the foot of the peak, 
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sword ill hand, and behind him Lamoriciere, were 
expecting the fall of the human vintage. 

Bold horsemen might stiU dash over at the risk 
of breaking then* horses’ legs, but what would become 
of the families, the children, and the old men ? Here 
they were, a prey to an unknown conqueror, a foe 
to the true rehgion, whose cruelty the Emir had 
hundreds of times described. The dread of a general 
massacre, and horrible death at the bottom of the 
precipice, was just the thing to terrify the tribes ; 
for such, no doubt, would have been the cruel con- 
clusion under the Turks, their usual enemies. 

The 15th of December was a fearful day. The 
French kept on advanciug. The tribes were in 
unutterable confusion. The chiefs excitedly deliber- 
atmg, smTomided by the terrified multitude, amid 
the lowmg of the herds hard driven in flight, amid 
the guttural shrieks of the Arab women, unpleasant 
in sound even in their expressions of joy, and now 
denoting notliing but despair. 

On the morning of the 16 th, the oldest of the 
chiefs, Si-Mahommed bel Hadj, kaid of the Beni- 
Ourag, came to the Governor-general and sued for 
mercy, asking him if such a number of families 
were devoted to destruction. He thus addressed 
General Bugeaud : 

The word of a Beni Oui’ag is proverbial. If you are merciful, 

I am yours for ever ! I will tell Abdel-Kader, ‘ I have lost six sons 
for you in battle. The tribe has sacrificed everything for you ; we 
can do no more for you, as you cannot protect us.’ 

Mercy tempered the General’s disposition, and also 
his views. Such a man as he could not dream of 
a massacre. Such a large body of prisoners would 
have been very diflicult to bring back by these 
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difficult goiges. So he judged it the best policy to 
lca\e them fice ; and ■when Mahommed hel Hndj 
offered liis j^oiingest son as hostage, ga\e this 
answer • — 

Mj morcy sliaH ^>e complete I will ha\c nothing to do with a 
ho«tagej } our face gives me confidence Besides I lia\e better tinn 
hofctages — power, acti\ity, knowledge of jour jnoimtams, and the 
certainty of rcsuiamg all our nd\anlages if joUfail m 1 ecping jour 
word 

Tins was the end of the first expedition to tlie 
Ouaiens^nis The aimy remained a neck resting 
among the tribes and their herds The Duke 
d’Auraale was to lead the Algiers division back 
towards Medcab and Mibanab Cbangamicr, the hero 
of Constantino and the Titer}-, received orders to retire 
upon the coast towards Tones, as the General thought 
him good m all kinds of country, especially the 
unknoBTi. Bugeaud considered the occupation of Tents 
necessary in order to take possession of the central 
Cluilif, as a base of operations upon that long coast 
u here no point was occupied between Cheichcll and 
Mostaganeni. General dc Bar had been sent from 
Clitrchcll to Tenes in the beginning of and 

had not succeeded in getting there Bugeaud ex- 
pected to do better by sending Cbangamicr. This 
tunc og.ain, by a singular fatality, the attempt 
failed, as Changarniei found the arid rocks of Tenes 
^ould not feed his cav.ilry, though there was no 
opposition from the tribes ; so be had to turn back to 
tlie east, and uas obliged to feed his horses on biscuit 
for the last two days, since the barley had failed. The 
Governor had a steamboat awaiting him at ^losta- 
gaiiein, and touclied at Tenes on bis way to Algiers, 
expecting to find Chaiigamier there, but found 
nothing but solitude. 
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The campaign of Onarcnsbnis had lasted forty- 
seven days. The Governor-general had returned to 
Algiers on the SOth of Deceniher, not in a hnmonr for 
long repose, and besides an ofPensiA’-c rctnrn of Abdel- 
Ivader almost immediately obliged him to take np 
arms again. 



OHAPTEE IV. 


, TENfes AND ohlAvksville (1813). 

Buge4U(is Vexation-jConfiflences to Qntzot atu^ OanWre — Samt Amaud r 
S ortie — ReappearaBce of AWel lv«<ler — Return of Aunnie and Chan 
garuicr — Disturbance from ilorocco to Sebaou — Bail ling of OrU'ausville 
and TenJs— Caiaignac Governor — Razua by the Ooirrnor and Ttlisner — 
SubmUaioii of false Chiefs of Ouareii5(iua--‘Alin>ril BenSilLiii, Chief of 
Iiaghouat, asks Investiture 

An oH Algerian of the first days of couqiic'st 
Jately toW ns he was in Africa from 1832 to 1812, 
so tliat iie onlj’ saw General Bngeaud for one year 5 
but that he certainly did more in that one year than 
all liis predecessors in ten 3 ^cars. 

The execution of the design for 1841, followed by 
the remarkable results of the campaign of 1812, 
seemed to be a reason for an exceptional reward, and 
evurybod}’ thought so in France and Algeria, Bugenud 
ns well as the rest. In Ihct the King and his 
ministers, through the medium of State Councillor 
Laurence, had made him expect his speedy' promotion 
to the rank of Marshal. He was always too liigli- 
minded to ask for anything. 

He experienced the keen vexation of seeing a 
^MarsIiaLs baton just vacant boston cd upon another, 
and himself only receiving the Grand Cross of the 
Legion of Honour. His feelings in tliis matter arc 
displayed in letter^ to M. Guizot, and to his intimate 
friend Gardcrc ; — 

About the end of Apnl, 1813, M\e 5t. Gnizof, in hfa Mtvwxrt, 

I rcaNod this letter from General Bagcand 
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j\Iv DHAii iHiKisxnn, 

# ^ 

In iny fn’rft iinjiul.-x* I hnd writton the enclosed letter to the "VTiir- 
Idinistor. On refloction, J decided not to send it; but I forward it 
to yon us a comfort to my oppressed soul, and justly wounded pride. 
If anything could console me, it would be the thought that they 
must have a high idea of my devotion and self-denial, to substitute 
for a ])rnmised rccom])onso a cordon that has been given for very 
small services to men who have not been distinguished. 


In the month of Jnnnaty Bitgeaud had expected 
tliis disa])pointment, and liad written as follows to 
his friend Gardere : — 

Alr/icrs, 0 Janiiar}/, 1843. 

There is some truth in what you tell me about the delay in 
rewarding my services ; but I cannot believe in ill-will. It is quite 
certain that, through weakness, men are more careful of their foes 
than their friends. They are .sure of me, and so do not treat me Avith 
respect. 

However, they write that they are now considering me. "We 
shall soon see. Whatever comes of it, I shall devote neither more 
nor less zeal to my difficult duty. I toil for the country and for 
honour. 

^ ^ ^ 


And again in April — 

* * *■ * ' # * 

After sending me formal information by M. Laurence, from the 
King and the ministry, that I should be made IMarshal in January 
last, they have appointed another, and sent me the Grand Cordon of 
the Legion of Honour. 

I do not loiow to whom to put down this remarkable treatment 
of a devoted man, who had asked for nothing, but thought he had 
the word of the King. and Cabinet. 

****** *■ 

Nevertheless the great Algerian work took up 
much more of the Governor-generars attention than 
personal vexation. Now in winter-time, just after 
the campaign of forty-seven days, the Duke d’Aumale 
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Imd despatched an officer completely in the Generars 
confidence — St. Amaud — to finish the work in tlie 
Ouarensenis. Bugeaud wrote to the Duke, discussing 
the arrangements, and shondng great interest and 
anxiety. Tiie Prince also in his reply says, ‘ Tiio 
responsibility of St. Amaud’s movement weighs upon 
me. I would remind you, General, that I had always 
thought of this operation as combined with a sortie 
from Blidah. If this is not to take place, would it 
not be -wise to write to j\I. St. Amaud not to prolong 
his stay at Teniet-EBAhd, but to retiini to Milinnah ? ’ 

' St. Amaud himself writes to his brother ; ‘ I hjive 
explained to the Prince our position in the south, 
become critical by the repeated razzias of Ben Allal 
upon' our ally, Amour Ben Fcrrath, the aga of the 
Ouled-Ayad. I have shown him the necessity of my 
making a sortie, and laid out my plan of campaign. 
Ilis Highness leaves me 200 horses more ; and udiat- 
ever he the weather, snow or frost, I go to-moiTow, 
and shall be out twenty days at least.’ 

Some sudden information, of unexpected gravity, 
came to increase tenfold the Governor-generals 
anxieties for liis old aide-de-camp of Blayc, St. 
Arnaud, to whom he was very much attached, ns 
>re]l as for the i^ponsihUity of the Prhice, imdvr 
whose orders St. Amaud had proceeded u))on tJiis 
adventure. 

The Emir had penetrated into the Ijenrt of tlic 
Titery. lie was reported only a few lenguc.s from Cher- 
elieli, Ahdel-Kader, who had carefully avoided figlit- 
iug. and had left us imdistiirhed while Wc pliitidered 
and subdued the tribes of flic Ouarensenis, dexterondy 
took advantage of our retreat to npi>onr in the mid*-! 
of tlie populations, through whom we had jn‘'t m-nic 
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scciirinfx llic snlntiifision nf flic iienrost tribes. A 
fritrlitful storm of snow oikI bail iiacl assailed bis 
eolimin. torn down Ins tents, caused tbe loss of beasts 
of bnrden, some nmskets. stores, and even two 
nnba))|)y soldii'rs, carried away in torrents. 

‘ Wben tbe tine weatlier 7’etiiriis,’ says tlic 
flovernor-gencral i-atbcr disapjjointcd, anonymously, 
in bis org-an, tbe j\}(»tkeuv Ahjencn, of tbe lOtb of 
I'cbi’uary, ‘ tbcro will be an opportunity of re- 
suming tbe work, with some securit}^ of success.’ 

d’bc unexjiected incursion of Abdel-Kader, and 
the Governor-generars ]>reraaturc return, spread some 
alarm in tbe colony. The strangest and most ex- 
aggerated reports were in circulation : victories by 
the Emir were talked of, French columns completely 
destroyed, even the leaders were mentioned by name. 
These reports, propagated b}" two equally dangerous 
sentiments — fear and malice — were transmitted across 
the ]\Iediterranean by private correspondence, being 
received and magnified by the hostile press ; and this 
did not fail to produce the usual annoymg effect upon 
General Bugeaud. 

He was especially vexed about the secondary check 
in the matter of Tenes, for it seems that a somewhat 
premature notice had appeared in the Moniteur Al- 
ghien^ and it was fortunate, perhaj)S, that bad weather 
had prevented any tradesmen from making their way 
there in the expectation of finding a settlement. 

We find some letters addressed to the Duke 
d’Aumale, as Commander of the provinces of Medeali 
and Milianah, that show the Governor’s anxieties. 
There were many tribes to chastise in the Prince’s 
province of Titery, although it was so near, and the 
roads were for the time unsafe. 
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General Biigeatid’s principal object in lus gi*and 
campaign of the first half of 1843 was the complete 
c'^tablislimcnt of tlie French power upon the ccntinl 
Chclif. Before starting for this long absence, lie did 
not forget his love of farming and gardening, being 
no doubt reminded by tlic retiim of spring. In a 
circular, dated 7tlx of Jfarcii, he advises all the 
commandants of the care to be taken of plantations, 
trenches to be dug at the foot of the trees, bundles of 
thorns to be reared round them as a protection from 
the teeth of cattle j he proscribes the bad habit of 
cutting off the head of niiilbcrry-trces, &c. 

Ih' spite of this affectation of tranquillity, tiic 
Governor^gencral was really an.vious. Ben Salem, 
whom he left behind, was from the Djurjura stirring up 
tlie tribes of the Sebaou, placed under the Ixhalifa 
JIahiddin by the French ; and in another direction the 
political situation of the region comprised betucen 
the Mina, the Cb<5Uf, and the sea, was fur from being 
splendid in the month of April, 1813. Insuri*ection 
was still at tlic gates of Chcrcbell ; all the Gahra, 
except the great tribe of the Beni Jcroual, sulKlucd 
by General Gcntil on the 22nd of March, felt Abdel- 
Kador B influence. AU the tribes of the Cl»<ilif and 
the Ouarensonis obeycfl Ijim. The west of the 
Titer}', the cast of lilascai'a, were in movement. 
Letters from the Bmir, profusely distributed from 
Jlorocco to tlic Sebaou, ucre making our allies 
uneasy, and encouraging his partisans. "With 800 
horse, and 2000 regular infantry, our introjiid anta- 
•gonist had recovered confidence in his luck. I 

A vigorous offeneive action was riccc'^sar}' ; in tlie 
Govcnior-gencrars ideas it comprised — first, the imme- 
diate formation of tuo IbrN in the ccntml region 
VOL. II. F 
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tlie Cli41if, Tenes, and Orieansville ; of a third line 
of posts, running from the south-east of Mascara to 
the south of Medeah: Tiaret, Khmis of the Beni Ourag, 
Oued Rouina, Teniet-El-Had, Boghar ; secondly, the 
pursuit of the Emir’s smalah in the desert mth two 
light columns taken from the divisions of Algiers and 
Oran, and starting one from Boghar, the other from 
Tiaret. 

The opening of the road along the Chiffa, during 
the summer of 1842, through a most difficult country, 
had naturally made Bugeaud think Of having others 
made by the army. The road, starting from 
Mdianah, across the little chain of the Gontas, was 
the first for notice. By the 15th of March, eight 
battalions were established upon the communications 
between Blidah and the Chelif to open a road for 
wheel carriages between that valley and the Mitidjah. 
The General said that in a few months this road 
would be as useful for trade as for war. 

In spite of the activity shown, the communication 
was not practicable till 'the 20th of Anril. On the 
same day the Governor, having left Algiers on the 
17th, crossed the Gontas with a large train of carriages 
and animals. On the 23rd, having collected his 
troops under Milianah, he marched without losing 
time. 

Descending the course of the Chelif, he at last on 
the 26th reached the point of El-Esnam. This was 
to be the site of the future town of Orieansville. 

The upper Chelif is known by the name of Nffiar- 
Ouassel (nascent river). It rises near Tiaret, and is 
enlarged eight leagues further on by the Sbain-Aioun 
(seventy sprmgs). A country legend declares that it 
was an ancestor of Khalifa Sidi-el-Aribi who, like 
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Jfososj made these seveniy springs rise from the 
ground. 

One day the lOmlifa was tellmg General Bugcaml 
the story of the miradc, probably with the object of 
glorifying his outi ancestiy. lie told a lengthy tale 
that this country was in those days entirely without 
water, and that the people asked his ancestor, 
Sidi-el-Aribi, who lived in the ninth century of 
the Ilcgirahj to procure them some by his bnraka 
(blessing). 

Sidi-cl-Aribi, touched by these prayers, granted 
their wish on the spot where he was upon his hor&e. 
He invoked God and caused Ins horse to make seventy 
hounds, and at each bound tliei*c imm ■d'ately hurst 
forth a spring of water from the spot the horde’s shoc^ 
had struck. "When the Jlarabout tlioughfc lie lial 
raised water enough from the ground, ho made ]u\ 
horse walk. The springs joinc<l and followed him in 
form of a river, to whicli lie gave the name of X’har 
Ouassel. Then the hoty man thouglit lie would con* 
duct this river over as much land as possible, so that 
tlic JIaliomctans sliould have the benefit of it. And, 
therefore, when Sidi-el-Aribi had led the K'har Ounsbcl, 
which afterwards took the name of Cluillf, to the 
mountains of the Titer)', he conducted it along to the 
sea, and placed its estuary near Mostagnnem, almost 
under the meridian of its source. 

General Bugeaud listened attentively, and ^aid to 
our Khalifa, ‘That is vci^’ fine, but our Chclif has a 
much older ori^n tlian that you give it, being known 
to the Romans long before your anccstor.s time.' 

The Khalifii was at first disconcerted, but then he 
aimvercd, ‘ Possibly, but then the Chelif had no uater 
in it.’ 
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M’h(‘ nilf for lli<; lown was salcctcfl at the conflii- 
enreoftlie river and llie 'Idtrrnonei, M’here a s])ot on 
the left hank was marked In* Ihanan ruins. Some 
statues tlinovn down and mulilatcfl had caused the 
Arabs to cal! (his .sjiot JCl-JCsnam (tlie idols). The 
Gener.d stopped th(>re, as he had arranged a meeting 
with (h'lieral th-nlil eominu' trom Mo>ia!:i7inc]U. 

Oji the ‘27th of April, f General Bngeaud marked 
out the sit\iation of the ca))ital of the plain of the 
Chelif on an irregular })aralle]ogram of six hundred 
by three liundrcsl metres. ])ointed out by tlie Koman 
ruins of Cnstellnm hingitanum. 

The vast agncultural plain of the Glielif extends 
hoiwceu Chcrchell and ^HUanali on the cast, Mosta- 
gancm and Oran on the west. Tlie j>assnge of the 
river is obstructed by the mountainous region bearing 
tbc historic name of Dahra at its eastern end, and it is 
obliged to run parallel to tbc i\rcditerranean for three 
hundred kilometres, though its course is directed 
towards it in tlie first instance. 

When this territory was conquered there was no 
palpable centre of population either in mountain or 
plain. The submission of almost all the tribes over 
this vast space had been obtained, and these advan- 
tages would certainlj'- have been secured if it had 
been possible to leave a portion of the army upon the 
central Chelif. But they were obliged to retire 
behind the first range of the Atlas. 

For the subjugation of the valley of the Chelif, 
the Dahra, and the Ouarensenis, .General Bugeaud, 
according to the plan so often explained him fi’oni 
the tribune, desired to have a double base, the camp 
in the interior, and the supplying town on the coast. 

As soon as the site of the future camp town was 
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selected, an order establislicd the military subdivision 
of El Esnam : — 


Comjp, El Esnam, 2C^?^ April, 18i3. 

Colonel Ca^fljgnac 5a iarested mlh the command of the etib- 
division, El Esnam, and Ibe active brigade established at that 
spot. 

Though the territory of El Esnam ia comprised nitlun the pro- 
^•ince of Oran, the sujwrjor officer in command at this poat will 
correspond direct with the 6o\cmor-generaL But he mil address 
his general reports to the commandant of the pro\mcc, who mil be 
the chief commanding officer of the troops collected at El Esnam. 
The territorj' assigned to the anbdivTsion of Esnam will be deter- 
mined subsequently. 

(Signed) Bpoeaud 

rdissicr. 

On the 28th, that is to say, tlie very day after lie 
had marked out this new camp, that eventually 
became an important town, the Governor*g(mei’aI 
went northwards toward Tones. 

This was a fourtli attempt. And really curious 
ill-luck liad obliged four expeditions to be made before 
a point on the coast could be occupied, although we 
were imcontested masters of the sea. This was on the 
site of the Koman colony of Cartenna. 

Crossing the Ghclif, Bugcaud marched at the head 
of tlic train, himself opening the road for the carriages, 
personally encouraging the workmen, and having tlie 
chief obst|\cles removed. 

This military march, complicated by road-making, 
and conducting an important convoy tfn-ough the 
heart of a hostile country, caused suc!\ a dispersion of 
the companies as the enemy was sure to try to take 
advantage of. 

On the 29th of April, lien Kassili, agha of the 
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Dahr.'i, made an attack upon tlie left flank of our 
■lroo])s, as tliey were scattered over a long line of 
inarch, with four or flve himdred hoi’se and as many 
foot ; hut lie was put to flight and pursued for three 
hours General de Bourjolly, whom ‘the Governor- 
general had jilaced in reserve to cover the works. 

A road for wheels had to be made over calcareous 
rocks onty just marked by a narrow path. Pickaxe 
and shovel could no longer be used } it was blasting 
and the miner’s pick. It might have been supposed 
that it would take a fortnight, but the ardour of the 
troops was so great that in a week the train arrived at 
the j)ort of Tenes. 

On the 1st of May, almost as soon as. the army 
reached the spot by land, the andval of three steam- 
vessels from Algiers was signalled, and the shore was 
soon covered with merchandise and material of every 
kind. 

After prodigious labours, that only the army could 
execute with such rapidity, the road from Tenhs to 
El Esnam was fit for the passage of carriages by the 
8th of May. The first tram started on the 9th with 
the Governor-general at its head, and the newly- 
subdued tribes were most eager to furnish three 
himdred and fifty beasts of burden to add to- the 
transport. It was reasonable to suppose that the 
road from Tenes to El Esnam would be quite safe 
without an intermediate post, and that the trains could 
go without escort. 

There was every prospect that these two places 
would be not only military posts, but soon become 
most important trade posts.*' Two hundred and 


* Teniis lias now 3000 inhabitants, Orlcansville (El Esnam) 4000 . 
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forty -three artisans or tradesmen had applied for per- 
mission to establish themselves at Tcnes by the IGth 
of i^Iay, and the custom-house had taken 1500 francs. 
The camp of El Esnam n'as abundantly supplied. 

Tlie tribes did not remain inactive ; they were 
working on fortifications at both points, gardens, 
baiTacks, and permanent army establishments, 
building lime-kilns and bakers' ovens, fresh liewing 
the rubbish of old'Koman mins to boused in new 
• buildings, and clearing out tbe old cisterns to be 
used as cellars or magazines. 

Gardens were portioned out to all the corps, and 
brought into cultivation, being sown with the seeds of 
' all sorts of vegetables. 

Everything was arranged so that the work of 
erecting a permanent camp at El Esnam should bo 
most actively carried on, as it was placed in a most 
favourable situatiqn. Stone fit for lime had been 
found on the spot, and a tile-kiln was in process of 
construction. The wood they had at hand ought to 
he enough to last the wliole army consumption for 
five years. , 

.At El Esnam the dwarf jujube tree that covers 
large spaces of the stony plains on the left bank of the 
river had removed any fear of want of fuel. The 
venerable roots of this shrub made an inexhaustible 
store, and the (aovernor-gcneral gave orders tliat the 
stocks should not be entirely destroyed. 

By o^ers of the Marshal, President of Council, 
AVar-JIinistcr, dated Slay IG, 1843, the camp of El 
Esnam took the name of Oridansvillc, and this 
homage to the reigning dynasty and to the memory 
of the Duke of Orleans was adopted at the suggestion 
of the Governor-general. 
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Colonel Pelissier n’as sent into the Dahra (-Beni- 
j\Iadoun), while the Governor-generalj hawng left a 
convoy at El Esnam, descended the Chclif and made 
an attack from the south. By the 12th the junction 
of the troops was effected, and the enemy were 
attacked by the advanced guard under Colonel 
Pelissier. After a skirmish tliat cost the enemy 
thu’ty men, we made one of the largest razzias of this 
war, two thousand prisoners of both sexes, four or 
five hundred mares, seven or eight hundred asses, 
twelve thousand head of cattle. 

On the 25th of May, the General left Orleansville 
with two columns to invade the Eastern Dahra in 
concert with columns fi’om lililianah and Cherchell. 
The Khalifa Berkani left those mountains and fled to 
the Ouarensenis. The tribes submitted. Colonel 
Ladmirault was left in command. 

Meanwhile, Changarnier was establishing posts, 
and punishing the Belli Fera, to the east of the 
Ouarensenis. He caught a large number against the 
rocks, and took 2000 prisoners, eight thousand sheep, 
eight hundred cattle, and a hundred and fifty beasts 
of burden. 

Lamoriciere was also establishing the post of 
Tiaret, but was disturbed by an incursion of Abdel- 
Kader, who had with eighteen hundred horse raised 
the whole tribe of Hachem. Lamoriciere placed stores 
in Tiaret, and then turned to operations in pursuit of 
the Emir. 

Sidi-Mohammed-bel-Hadj and Ben Marabot were 
faithful to their promises. They joined the General 
in the beginning of June, and offered to act as nego- 
tiators. Bugeaud appointed Ben Marabot his Khalifa, 
and Mohammed-bel-Hadj his aga. 
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Tliey were t}ic chiefs ttIio had capitulated on the 
] 6th of December at the great peak. They kept their 
plighted TTord j hut, as often occurs witli Orientals, 
especially nomades, the General was mistaken as to 
the rank of the individuals. 

^^one of the great chiefs who could be considered 
as the real masters of the mountains, by tlieir riches, 
and moral power over the people, had been taken in 
the sweep of the net in December, 1842. As soon 
as our columns had. taken their departure, these chiefs 
appeared upon tlic spot still hearing traces of our 
devastations, and had immediately induced the 
tribes to cease their obedience to us. And thus 
the Governor-general was compelled to make a 
second campaign of the Ouarensenis in the summer 
of 1843. Wlien he went away this time he felt he 
should soon be obliged to return again. 

TJie capture of two khalifas of Abdel-Kadcr, who 
were in the neighbourliood, was missed once by 
Colonel Leflb in a night attack, and afterwards by 
the Governor-general himself, wlio chased them un- 
successfully in the direction of the desert, from the 
5th to the 8th of Jlay, 

On the 9th General Cugcaud returned to Orle'ans- 
ville. His rear-guard, following him, was attacked 
by the moimtainecrs on the 9th, 10th, and 11th of 
July. Ever^'tliing showed that it would he neces- 
sary to return in autumn. 

About this same time Colonel Yusuf entered into 
communication ^nth the great tribes of the dc.'-ert, 
the Larhaa, the Lagliouat, and the Oulod-Yalls. 
The chiefs came to Algiers, awaiting the Governor- 
gcncml. 

Changamier, on the ICth of Jimc, entered the 
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Onnrciiscnis, and retnrnccl after divers razzias and 
submissions. At j\Iedeali, Colonels Korte and Yusuf 
made an enormous razzia on the 29tli of June, cap- 
turing' 1 5,000 liead of cattle. 

Idle sudden extension of our influence over tlie 
oases in the south of the pi-ovince of Algiers, over 
the territory called the desert, was to be the manifest 
result of the check inflicted upon Abdel-Kader in 
person to the south of Boghar by H.R.Ii. the Duke 
d'Aumale. 

The capture of the smalah is important enough 
to be given with full particulars. 



CHAPTER V. 

Tirn sMAiAii (18-i3). 

Abilcl-Kai\er not to Ije Caught — C\plnro of the Rmahh— nus<‘'kUiI‘« Ii5fv— 
AWel Kader Enclosed in a IVianglo — Aomalc to the Sjimlnh — I'ii nrj 'n 

Account — Aumale's Official E«jport — AMel-Kftfh r‘»i Accottnt to Duittni - 
Submission of the Chief of the Oulcl-CIiail — Miwle SlftMlial-^ltttttjuci t<» 
Bugeand— Tonriat and Officer — Tlie Marnliai's Ccrieml V'Icwh on tho Army 
and Colonisation. 

In all parts of Algeria tlic year 1843 was to he 
glorious and decisive for our arms. then occu» 
pied all the central places of the Tell, tliat we lind 
abandoned after the treaty of tljc Tnfna, and all on 
the coast, according to the map presented, in 1835, hy 
Morslual Clauzel. General llugcaud lind consiflcrc'd 
neccssaty, and had clFcctcd, as we Ijuvc seen, the 
establishment of <a second line of forts, intcndc<l on 
one side to control the most distant Iribos of t)jo Toll, 
and on the other to awe tliose of tljo .Sahftra, by at 
will opening or closing to them the country whonoo 
they drew the corn neccssaiy to tljcir oxistojioo. 'J’ho 
Homans liad pursued the same plan, pointed out hy 
nature snd clmn^thnf and Ah’ld-Kti^hrf 
been intelligence divined what we Jcfirn by tradition, 
had tlje same idea. 

Hrilliant faits of arms, foliowirig upon incof<fant 
pursuits, Jjad marked eacli month of this fruitful 
year. 

General IJugeaud hardly rotnainwl in vMgi^'rs, but 
was always campaigning, scouring the countrj* at th‘* 
bead oC his troops, Xfivrr liad^ th^ t'.V(*editiori 2 n- 
columns under his orxlers, and tho-e 
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Lamoriciei’e, Bedeau, and Changamier, cut deeper 
furrows in all directions, tlirougii the plains inhabited 
by the Arabs of the tent and the mountainous regions 
occupied by the Kabyles. 

An Arab proverb calls war, ^ artifice applied by 
force.’ If the Emir made a practical use of this pro- 
verb, his opponent, General Bugeaud, took quite as 
much advantage of it. Thus, without in any way 
detracting from the valour, audacity, and coolness of 
the Duke d’ Aumale in the execution, the pursuit, and 
capture of Abdel-Kader’s smalah, it was an admir- 
able military conception and wonderful combination 
of General Bugeaud’ s. His three little corps d’arm^e 
were really acting' separately, and not one of them 
had any certain information as to the real object, the 
encounter with the .smalah. General Bugeaud told 
one of liis friends that any previous announcement 
would have endangered success ; ‘ the shock could not 
fail to come, when Abdel-Kader was enclosed m a 
circle or triangle. Napoleon said, “chance was a 
third part ; I allow half.” Abdel-Kader keej)s us on 
the alert by his artifices, by his mcomparable stra- 
tegy, by the impossibility of catching him. We must 
also contend with him by artifices.’ 

This, then, is the reason why Lamoriciere and 
Bedeau were often fuming agamst the incomprehen- 
sible orders of their chief, for they knew not the- 
real object of their marches and counter-marches. 
It was through the incomprehensibility of his orders 
that the great man hoped to be successful, and was 
successful at that cost. . 

The Moniteur Algirien says ; — 

H.R.H. tlie Duke d’ Aumale, having placed a d6pot of pro- 
visions in the ruins of Boghar, advanced into the south of the 
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Oiiorens&nis in Boarch of tlie tents and families of Ab<lcl»Kader and 
his Ivlialifas. Tin's colleclion, suppoaeJ to amount to about 10,000 
])crsons, makes up what is called the smalah, ami is entirelj peri- 
patetic. Otir Aiah allies all say that the capture of the smahh 
uoiild he a notable blow to Abdel-Kader’s power. H.Ti.II. the Duke 
d'Aunialo has been sent to capture it, but the enterprise is difficult. 
There must be forced marches upon territories whore water is scarce, 
and crops to feed the animals scarcer still. As much as possilile, 
II.Il H. was provided with the necessary means; but, however active 
and intelligent he may be, fortune must come to his assistance, to 
enable liini to reach the smalah, as it is so moveable, and kept so 
well informed by the zeal and devotion of the countrj'. 

General Laraoricibre*' is upon the Sersou, seconding H R II. ’s 
operations. 

In fact, after tlie capture of the Emir’s two cita- 
dels, Tackdempt and Boghar, Abdel-Kader’s smalah 
had been on the move avoiding the approach of our 
columns, when General Bugeaud, learning by his 
spies that the smalah was in the neiglihourhood of 


• Lamoncure, Chn«toplie-ljouii*L«on Juchanlt de, 'boni at Nantei in 3S06; 
difd la JSCS On Icaring the EcoJe Polytechniqoe and the Practical School at 
Metz, he entered the Engineers, engaged in the eipcdition to Algiers in 1S30, 
and bet^me cajitoin ib the iiewlj*nise<l Zouaves IPc was director of the first 
Arab office, and cbef-de-bataillon in 1633, lieutenant-colonel fn 1S33, colonel after 
the taking of Constantine in 1837 Made mar^chaJ-de-camp after the combat of 
Maiiziin m IStO, again distinguished himself in the expeditionB to Taekdempt 
and Ma.'c.ira in ISll, beciroe lieutenant general in 1843, ond was engaged in the 
biHIo of Islj in 1844 He was the person employed bj the Governor general to 
arrange the expe<1itioa tliat resulted in the smalah of Alxlel Kadcr falling into the 
bands of the Puke d'Aumale Jn 1847 he liad the honour of persomll) receiving 
the Emir's submi'ssion Having been the year before elected deputy for Sviiit* 
Calais, he was at Pans shej Hi# HevrfjaJjnn nf JS.4S broke oot He marched 
Bgvinst the jn«iiigeDt«, and was wennjed Representing the Sarthe in the con- 
stituent Asst-mblv’, he fought m the Faubomj PoissonnUre and at the Bostile, then 
srrejite*! the po«.t of War jrmiater, an.l held it till the election of the President. 
Again elecfe<l to the I.egislative Assembly, and made Vice-President, he opposed 
l*ni>ce 101113 Kapoleon's policy He was arrested at the e<»/p iFi’tot, and imprisoned 
some dajs at Ham, then binished froili French territory In 1857 he was per- 
nntfftl to rttnm to France, ami ml6G0 he went to tale command of the roi>e» 
^1*3 against the Italian Iki elation, was attacked by the rie<lmontc«e Generals 
Faiiti and Culdini, defeated at Csstelfianlo, and obliged to capitulate at Ancona. 
Author of J>i,elums upon the Actual OmiUtum «/ Afy>er», ISCC; e/ 

1S45; Report an lirted*n;} Stud*, IS50 

Tlie name of LaroonciCre is to be foarnl on every glonoa* page of the history 
nf vf,.,-. - .. !— lie given leiow; 

1 atxor) terse 
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-liou'bar, siuldcnly iravo orders to General de Lamo- 
riciere and IIjc Duke d’Amnale. who commanded at 
iMedeali, for llic pursuit of tlie Kmir. 

'.riie .Duke slaried from llogliar with thirteen 
hundred foot, six Iinndred regular liorse, Spahis, 
(diasseiirs, and gendarmerie, under the orders of 
C(doncls Ynsnf and ]\Iorris. and ii eroiim of two to 

O 

three hundred horse. 

Ylirce days afterwards lie received hiformation 
tlnit the smalah was encam])cd fifteen leagues from 
Gondjilas. After a fatiguing march of thirty hours, 
allowing hut very little time for sleep, with the 
horses’ bridles over the men’s arms, eating biscuit 
and chocolate so as not to betray liis presence by 
the bivouac tires, he re.ached an uncultivated country. 
This was the Kith of May. 

In the morning, at daybreak, some stragglers of 
the smalah were caught ; the Prince was misled by 
the information they gave, and made a reconnoissance 
towards the south. 

It was eleven o’clock when the aga of the Ouled- 
Ayad, who had been sent on to look for water, came 
back at a gallop, gesticulating wildly, and pale witJi 
excitement, to say that the Emir’s whole, smalah was 
just takmg up its position at the very springs of the 
Taguin. The undulations of the ground stdl hid it, 
but he said there was a vast crowd to be seen behind 
the hillock, that alone separated it from the column, 
and that it was senseless to think for a moment of 
attacking it. 

Colonel Yusuf,*''' marching on advanced guard 

* Yusuf, born on the Island of Elba in 1805; died at Blontpellier, in 1866. 

He was on his way to Florence to be educated, when the vessel he was in was cap- 
tured by Corsair-s from Tunis. The Bey of Tunis bought him, was delighted wiUi 
his cleverness, and hadJiim brought up in his palace, and placed him in the corps 

/ 

/ 

/ 
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witli his spahis, had received the first report from the 
Arab Mohammed Ben Ayad, and chose to ascertain 
for himself the truth of tliis alarming intelligence 
he took the aga to the Prince. Witli his orderly before 
officer, Lieutenant Bleury, and the aga ilohammed, 
he went as quickly as possible to the top of the 
Iiillock that concealed the smalah from the colunm. 

The Arab had not exaggerated the importance 
and number of the confused masses that were un- 
folding themselves quite out of sight. The smalah 
had just reached the stream of water, and was pre- 
paring to encamp, "Women, children, guards, cattle, 
nerc all mixed up together ; and in the midst of this 
multitude could be distinguished the glitter of the 
weapons of a number of the Emir’s regulars presid- 
ing over the encampment. The case was serious ; 
our little column was astonished to find itself in 
front of a crowd of fifteen or twenty tliousand souls, 
and about five thousand muskets. 


of Mamelukes, the leaders of his guard The young Italian m a-s obliged to make 
hta eacai'e to Algiers, m consequence of a lo>e intrigue iMth the Bc)*s daughter 
There ho took service in our arm}, under the patronage of Jlarshat Clauzel, 
attracteil attention by his remarkable ability and braver} , anil ma le hini'elf 
e’peclilly useful h} his knowledge of the language and habits of the natiies. He 
was rnide captain of Spahis, ami sent on Yanom difllcnlt duties, took Bom b} a 
dying surprise, when he blew out the brains of two Turkish oincem, and made 
the campaign against Abdel Kader, near Tletncen 

lie was appoints I Be} of Constantine, but did not take up the office; com- 
mandant of the Spihia of Oran, then coRunandant of all the Irregular caialr} in 
; niarecliil dc-camp, not on the staff Tlie following }ear he went to Tans, 
b*^nie s convert to Catholicism, and mamed General Gmlleminot a niece 
. c,, ® commandant of Medeah, after the Duke d’Aumale s departure m 

' t Thence he made the first expeditions south of the pronnee of Alcierc, 1S51 ; 
yn placed on the regular sU ^ • •• i 

‘he exjHdition to La;hoaat, , ' ■ ' ■ 

lie was engaged in the 

the campaign in the Dobmtska, an I returned to Afnca to commanl the 
1655, as general of division. D« last expedition was that to 
^ Inconsequence of differences ailth Governor-general MacMaVon, \usuf 
j . ’^*’^rred (o the command of the Monlptllier division in France, where he 

’ out With disgust and home sickness for the sod of Afnca. 
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Wliile this reconnoissance was taking place, the 
Prince had come up with all speed, being informed 
by one of Yusufs othcers, sub -lieutenant du Barail, 
The commander of the spahis met him just at the 
foot of the hillock, not a mile at most from the 
smalah. He quietl}^ explamed the difficulties and 
gravity of the cmcumstances, without concealing 
them. At this moment a kind of improvised council 
of war was held. 

The native chiefs commanding the goum had 
come up. They advised retreat in haste, before the 
presence of the column should he discovered. Colonels 
T'usuf and ]\Iorris were of opinion that an attack 
should he made, hut the Prince’s aides-de-camp, 
Colonels Jamin and Beaufort, thought it their duty 
to make some prudent suggestions, in respect of the 
responsibility to the King that rested upon them. 
They vehemently insisted upon the young Prince, at 
least, awaiting the arrival of Lieutenant- colonel de 
Chasseloup, with his Zouaves and section of the 
tirtillery. 

The Prince collected himself a moment after 
these different opinions, and gave this fine answer : 

‘ Grentlemen, we will go forward ! My ancestors 
have never fallen hack ; I will not set the example !’ 
And very coolly makmg his arrangements, the 
young Ceneral gave orders to Yusuf to attack on 
the left, while he himself would go to the right 
with Lieutenant- colonel Morris and his Chasseurs 
d’Afiique, penetrating the centre of the smalah, and 
cutting the resistance in two. 

All in a moment, at sight of our horsemen 
charging full speed, the women, children, and old 
men, fled with fearful shrieks. Abdel-Kader’s regu- 
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lars, ■alio endeavoured to cover their flight, were 
cauglit and cut down. All these masses, non* 
surprised, i\erc seized with a panic, and in an liour 
four thousand prisoners, tlic Emir’s treasure, his 
tents, Iiis standards, and the families of all the great 
chiefs, were in the power of our cavalry. The 
mother and wife of Abdel- ICader were made prisoners 
for a moment, but they were saved by a faithful sla\e, 
and in the confusion escaped upon a mule. 

It is difficult to form a just idea of this combat 
of a handful of brave men, where tlieie were 
prodigies of individual bravery, wlierc si\ hundred 
determined men overthrew more than five thousand 
armed guaids, killed three hundred of them, and 
spared the li^os of a vast unarmed croud. 

Respecting the capture of the smalali, the Repub- 
lican Colonel Charras, wlio was no bad judge of 
courage, thus spoke : — 

A man ma«t be three and (went) to do lilc the Dule d Anmnle, 
and attach eucli a crowd with fi%o hundred men , ho must not know 
what danger meins, or el«o hive aierj dcnl ivithm him ' The lery 
women need onlj have stretched out their tent ropes in front of the 
horses to haie throim them dowu,orha\c flung their slippers at the 
heads of the soldiers, to haio killed them nllfrom the first to the last 

I vbwveed meet m old 
Algerian, General Fleury, and took advantage of it 
to obtain some fresh infonnation from him as to the 
capture of the smalah. TIic General gave me such 
a picturesque and exciting account of this brilliant 
feat of arms, in wliich be bad taken part by the side 
of his friend Colonel Yusuf, that I uas much im- 
pres'^ed by it. ’ I wrote it down as soon as I returned 
home, and can give it almost word for word as I 
remember it. 

vot.. n. G 
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The General said ; — 

As far as I can remember, it occurrctl tluis ; On the 16tli of 
jMay, Yusuf, who was tlic soul of tlie expedition, bad gone far in 
advance of the cavalry, so as to be the first to receive tbe accounts 
of bis runners, and fonvard tbem to tlio Prince. For about an 
hour past we bad been })uxzlcd by a cloud of dust that rose in tbe 
distance, when a borseman, bitberto conce.nled from us by an undu- 
lation of tbe ground — an effect of soutbern mirage — rose before 
us, rusbing to meet us at tbe best pace be could go, excited, pale, 
and like one haunted by a dream. 

‘Fly! fly I’ be said, ‘ while you can. They arc there, all close, 
behind the bill.' And be ])ointed in tbe direction. ‘ They are 
coming to cam]) upon tbe Taguin. If they see you. you are lost ! 
fl'iiey arc sixty thousand, aiul with their .sticks alone could kill 
you like bunted bares. Not one of you would get back to Medeah 
to tell tbe tale of your disaster.’ 

Yusuf, accustomed to tbe excitable disposition of tbe Arabs, 
said, ‘ Como, keep quiet, and tell me oxactlj' what you saw.' xVnd 
when be bad again beard what was tbe case, with less e.xcitement 
and more ju'ecision, be turned to me : ‘ "We vill leave tbe escort, 
and go and see for oursolve.?; while you, Barail, go and inform 
tbe Prince of what is going on, and ask him to come on at a 
gallop.’ 

Then we went off like lightning, only followed by tbe Arab 
runner, keeping apart so that we might not raise tbe dust, and thus 
we reached tbe top of the hillock in a few minutes, like three 
ghosts. 

There lay a most exciting spectacle before us at our feet. Tbe 
real danger bad not been exaggerated by Mohammed Ben Ayad. 
Tbe smalab bad really just reached tbe stream, and was arranging 
tbe encampment. Women, children, guards, muleteers, cattle, were 
all in confusion, and we could bear tbe shouts and lowing of this 
mixed multitude. With tbe glass we could see tbe arms of the 
Emir’s regulars, presiding over tbe arrangement of tbe camp, A 
few wliite tents had but just been set up, to shelter tbe women of 
Abdel-Kader, or tbe gi’eat chiefs. Everything was fementing like 
a hive. Thousands of camels and mules were waiting, still loaded. 
Such as were relieved of their burden were straggling along tbe 
green banks of tbe little river. There were also innumerable flocks 
of sheep and goats to increase this gigantic disorder. All these 
thirsty beings seemed as if they must dry up tbe precious thread 
of water that wound its way through tbe tiu'moil.. 

‘ He is right,’ said Yusuf, when we bad looked at this inimitable 
panorama ; ‘ Ben Ayad told tbe truth. There is not a moment to 
b;se 1 Come ! ’ And we went back as quick as we bad come to 
meet tbe Prince, now much nearer. 
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Ae Eoon ns we joined lura the Dul e stopped and a council of 
■\Mr Was held hy the native cluefs and the 1 rendi 1 ho mine 
chiefs were unanimous in their opinion and entreated the General 
to stop, sajiiig It would be madness to go on Ihe PnncC listened 
to Ills cavalry leaders report and then verj quieflj ashed him 
‘^^hat 18 your opinion? *AIj opinion answered 1 usiif is 
that we must attack at once if wo do not want to be crushed b\ 
a \cry numerous enemy who may at nnj moment dlS(,o^er us 
but I ought not to conceal from joar Kojal Ilighness that the 
undertaking presents senons difiiciiUies 

Colonel Morris was asled, ani gave the sanie answer holdlj 
advising the attack am entirely of your opinion sail the 
Duke d Aumalo * w e w ill go forward Then lie t irncd t ) Ins t v o 
aidta de camp Colonels Jamin and Beaufort ‘■Desire the infntrv 
to hasten their march to enp|x>rt us and at the same time give 
das orders to Colonels lusuf and Morns just as if it was 
a para le 

As wo were all going to our fighting posts Cilonel Bomfort 
said ‘Monscigncur Colonel Jamm and I atv here i fcpr)ii‘<ilh to 
the Iving and appointed to watch over jour Koj il IIiL,Inc8« 
Allow us to point out to v on that tlieinfintrj u still ntadistmco 
weaned Ij the forced marches of thc«e last ftw dajs an 1 tl it 
It would be prudent to wait till at least Colonel Cha cl ups 
/otiaves and artilicrv arc in reach The Prince rej hed Ihe 
mfantr\ is sent for and will make on effort but the hazardous 
situation )ou point out is exactly what males it nece&sarj for us 
to go forward 51} ancestors have nerer retreated and I will not 
set thecxam|le said the voung Duke At this moment hu took 
1 is j lacc among the generaU of the future 

In Jlirslial Sunt^Ai muds letters tvc find obser- 
\ itions on the c'niture of the simlih — ‘ The Pnnee 
uncle thirt} leagues in thiity ‘>i\ hours, and lus 
infantry w.is more than nine leagues behind liim, 
^vhen lie saw this iminen-c iimhitude before him, and 
attached without hesitation It was good, it was 
bn\e, it was bnlliant * 

‘ We had twchc men killed and «i\tecn wounded 

«•««*« 

‘1 cannot «ay how pleaded I am at the Pi 
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Having gained this success. It is a good augury. There 
is pronaise for the future in this trait of character.’ 

The Duke d’Aumale’s official report, addressed 
to General de Bar, his divisional commander, dated 
May 20th, 1843, gives this information : — 

^ ^ -S'r 

On the night of the 14th we caught some persons in the woods, 
and heard from them that the enemy had gone towards '^'aguin, 
on their way to the Djebel Amour. I also heard that General 
Lamorici^re was a few leagues off to the south-west, and that his 
presence had caused this sudden movement. The Emir was 
watching him with 250 liorse, that he might put the smalah in 
safety, not fearing the eastern column, as he thought it had returned 
to Boghar. 

This information left me only one course to adopt, and that 
was to reach Taguin, to catch the smalah if it was there, or, to 
stop its road to the east, and compel it to retire upon the Djehel 
Amour, where it would he caught between the two columns of 
Mascara and Medeah, and find difficulty in escaping, for in these 
extensive plains, where water is scarce, the roads are marked by the 

precious springs that are to be found One tract had to be 

crossed where there was not a drop of water to be found for twenty 
leagues. But I reckoned on the energy of the troops, and the result 
proves I was not mistaken. 

I divided the column in two, one part essentially moveable, the 
cavalry, the artillery, and the Zouaves, with 150 mules, to carry 
packs and tired men ; the other composed of two battalions and 
fifty horse, was to escort the train under the orders of Lieutenant- 
colonel Chadeyson, all to rendezvous at Ras-el-ain-end-Taguin. 

On the 16th, at daybreak, we had met some stragglers from the 
smalah. From the inaccurate information that thej’’ gave I made 
a reconnaissance four leagues direct to the south ^vithout I’esult. 
Fearing that the horses would be uselessly tired, I adhered to my 
former plan, and again took the direction of Taguin, where the 
column was to unite. 

We had no further hope of meeting the enemy that day, when 
about eleven o’clock, the aga of the Ouled Aiad sent on to ascertain 
the position of the water, came back at a gallop with the inform- 
ation that the whole smalah, about 300 douairs, had taken up its 
position on the very spring of the Taguin. 

We were not more than a thousand mSti-es from them, and they 
had scarcely noticed our approach. There was no room for- hcsi- 
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tfltion, the Zona\es were hcing rapid}} brought up h^ Lieutenant 
cotonel Chas»eloup, with Br Beurcts anibuUuw, nnd Captain 
Aubac’g artj!!cr\, but with rU their cnergj couUl not orrne before 
two, ami in another half hour thowonien ami cattle would lio out of 
reach The numerous 6ghting men in this city of tents would have 
had time to unite and make arrangements, succe s would have 
Itcconie unhkelv, ami our situation ^e^J critical And so I decided 
upon an immediate attach against the entreaties of the Anbs who 
begged me to wait for the infantrj, looking to our small numbers 
mid the enem} a immense force 

The ciMlf} forra line nnd rush to the charge with the im 
jietuosit) that is the distinctne feature of our national clnracttr and 
does not jieniut a nionionls doubt of succe s On the left the 
fiji'ilus led b\ their hrivc officere attack Abdel Kaders douiir, 
and overthrow the regular infantrv, though thej definded them iKcs 
with the courage of despair On the nght the Chasseurs make 
their wa\ between the tents under a sharp fire of nm»kctrv overturn 
cver\ thing m their waj, and head back the fugitiTCS whom maii\ 
brave cavaliers arc vainl} trvniig to rescue Here, General lu} task 
becomes more difhcult "i on ought to be told of a thon«ind acts of 
daring a thousand brilliant ejiisodes of this hand to hand encounter, 
that lasted more than an hour Officers and men rivalled one 
another, and nmltiphed thcin«elvcs to disperse an cncinv so sujicnor 
m numlicr '^^e were onl) oOO men, there were flOOO muslcts in 
the enialah Onl} coml alanb wtre killed and 300 Whoa 
ninmned on the ej*ot \^ hen the crowds of prisoners saw our 
squadrons return from puremng the cnemv s hori^e to a distance, 
thev asked to see their conqueror?, and could not bohevethat this 
kandful of men had pcaltercvl the imnicn«e force whoso reputation, 
both moral and real, was so great among tho tribes 

'\^e had nine men kilkd and twelve wounded, eirtecn hordes 
kilknl and twelve woundevL 

^ou know, General Colonel "Viiwif and Lieutenant colonel 
Mom» "i oil know their Lnlhant courage and militar) abilitv , but 
1 do not he itale to tell jou that this dav thev sur{vu«<.d their 
rej Illation 

AlKiut four, after a splenvhd march, tlnrtv k airues m thirtj six 
hour? the infantr} arrived, wearv, but m good order not having 
I ft a man or a mule behind 1 1nnks to some skins I had caiwl 
to U fill d wafer, it had }*oc» to di irdntc point in 

the morning s> a« to quench the pollttra thir-t a httl '11 
Licutftiant colonel kd Ins column with an cntrgv (lust manigc<l 
tu cummvuncate to evtrv one, and dt'S.nts gait j rvi-e 

On the 17th I ninained ptitionarv Tbt coitle wv*^ collect si 
the tints wen. burnt, and all tin. boutv tbst ctuH not l» cvm*''! 
awav 
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jSrxt fifty T TiinviHl Our ninrcli wn-* hIow nnvl fUfilmlt; our 
iiifirlu'tl by Witter, nrr loni;. \X(> mv ottly IfiOO {iglitiiu,' men, 
nnti Wf imve In tlrive tltc cjittl" nml a fon’C iu if;tdiiies.i to 

!t'pul‘-e nu .'itt.'itdc, tlinf muMi be f'Xj>''f(efl, niul become-t more likely 
every tiny, for eince tbe libb we bfive not bumf ])rimiu£C. We Itave 
to eo’ort » litr^o' |K)i)uliilion thnf have fnlk-n info mir jjower, and I 
mil tnkinr!: tbem to the Mitidjah, wbere you enn tlij^jtn.e of them; 
Ibey cbtefly Itelouo to tlie frik- of Jliieliem, {imoiiEC which Abd>d- 
Kitder wn^t born, whom he Innl lately brouirhf awnv from the jdain of 
I'lhyriH; they tvime to berr my mercy two djiys after the fi"ht: but 
we !tre every day fmdim: ituportant peivoiuiyei-'. more or Ic.-J' ^trilnoer.■? 
to fhiit tribe. 

1 heiitl you a li-it of tho-e already recoirnif-ed ; vou will notice 
antoiio thfun the whole families. m<<n ami women, of the Khalifa 
Sidi-lCmhiireelc: f>f .laeouhi, Ahdel-Kofier’ri fir^t minintcr: of Bel 
Ar.zi, Ilia intimate adviser, a nc-phew of the Emir, the ilantrhter of 
Beti Arateh, st'vcnd Goyernment servant.s, officer? ami soldiers of 
the remiliir troops, Alidel-Kadeik mother and wife esca|K>d upon a 
mule. e.'Cortod hy !i few riders, whom our exhansted horses could not 
catch. 

'rite hajtpy end of this ojxtration — that the Arabs thought could 
not possibly succeed — has already made a great sensation. Already 
Djeddid, of the Otded-Chaih. Dieboul-den-Ferath, and Ben Aouda- 
ol-i'dok'fari, who wore all three in the Emir’.s camp, and are, ns you 
know, ehiofs of the grandest families in the country to the South of 
Thaza and Bftghar. as far as Bcni-iVIassar, have sent their relation s 
to beg for mercy jmd jirofcss their submission, 

1 send you DJoddid’s letter, as its form is interesting. In turn 
days we sball be at Boghav, and if I do not receive fresh orders, our 
little column will conduct its iwize into the jMitidjali, where I shall 
have the honour to present you "with the standards and trophies 
cajitured by onr brave soldiers. 

Receive, &c., 

]\Iar6clial-de-camp, commanding the pro\nnce of Titery, 

Henri de Orleans. 

When General Daumas was in attendance upon 
Abdel-Kader at Toulon, the Emir gave him an account- 
of tliis event, and the notes that he took seem veiy 
interesting. The definition of a smalah will be found 
in it. It is a word that has no French equivalent, but 
may he thus defined : a large assembty of individuals 
for the purpose of locomotion, the Latin agmm. 
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'\Micn mj tronlah «»9 attocivcd I)j tlio Dule dAuninle, I 
estimate tlie jwpiilation composing it at not le«3 tlmn CO 000 eonls, 
not the tenth part of them wore captnreJ 

I had wth mo the whole of the tribes of the Hnchem the Beni- 
Jlcdnii, the Oulad Chmf, the Oulnd el Akreud the Bern Bent Ac, 
Ac And, more than tint portions of alino«t all the tribe-? that Ind 
buhmittcd to ^ou Ihese portions %»cre composed of JIarabonts, 
and Iholbag (chiefs), who did not choose to live under jour hws 
'Ihe} were verj usofiil to nip, for fhe^ had all been influential in 
tlieir country, lept up coininnnications, and obtained for mo in 
formation of all your movements 

Ihis multitude extended from Taguin as far as the Djebel 
Amour W hen an Arab had missed his fainilv among them it would 
sometimes take him two di}8 to find it ngTin, and if a herd of 
garclles ro«e before them it was all killed wuthout need of firing a 
gun h> the common mens sticks alone ^^lle^o wo camjied we 
dried up the brooks, the wells, and the |>oo]s So I had carefully 
arranged a service, to watch over the water, and prevent the herds 
from soiling or wi«ting it In spite of all these preciutions mueh 
Iicoplo died of tliinit. 

Mj einahh coiilamcd armourers, saddlers tailor«, all the troilcs 
men necossarj to our orgaiuz ition 'ihcrew'isan immen«c nnrlct 
hold in It, frequented bj the Arabs from the border of the Pell As 
for com, it was either brought us, or we went to fetch a store from 
the northern tribes 

The encampment order of the tnbes was perfcctlv fixed 
M lien I had set up mv tent everjone Imew the place he should 
oceupj Around me and mj faniil} and roj httlc treasure I had 
nlwi\ 8 300 or 400 regular foot soldiers inj Khialas and then the 
Ilachem of Lhgns who were more devoted to me tlian onv others 
Bj this jou see that it vvonid not have been easj to reach me, 
not that I look thesj jirecautions from n feeling of crueltv, but 
l>ecau®c I felt tint I was necchsaiy to occomphsh tbo work of God, 
for I v\i<» the arm that cirncd lln bnnner I had taught mv men 
the good practice of going to watch jon, where jou were, instead of 
guarding themselves in the neighbourhood of the eiiiahh I was 
mv«clf neir Tackdempt, watching the Oran division, which was m 
the neigldxmrhooil and I thought I Ind most reason to fear I 
had loOO or ICOO horse with inc and thought I had no reason to 
I** uneie^ as to the side of Medeali, and none of m} Khalifas was 
walchmg the Kings son 

^^otv^lth«tan<Iulg this, we shoal 1 not have l"xn eurj risetl, had not 
Goil llindod mv people when aour spahis were retn coming 

with tluir red burnous ii was thought in the t-malih tint ibev w».ro 
m\ kbialas coming Kick with me Ihe vsotnen shouted for jov in 
our honour, and were not undeceived till the first sliots were fired 
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There was then an inexpressible confusion that frustrated the efforts 
of those who wished to defend themselves. If I had been there, we 
should have fought for our vnves and children, and be 5 ’-ond a doubt 
you would have seen a great day. But God did not will it. I did 
not hear of this misfortune till three da^’^s afterwards. It was too late. 

Some fugitives liaving told Greneral Lamoricik’e of 
tlie capture of the smalah, he proceeded in the direc- 
tion pointed out as that which the remnant of the 
smalah were likely to pursue, and he came up with the 
fugitives thinkiug that Ahdel-Kader was among them. 

Tins population of 2500 souls, destitute of every- 
thing and dying of famine, implored the conqueror’s 
generosity. Lamoriciere had pity on them ; they were 
led back to the plain of Ehgris, and all their needs 
provided for. The capture of the smalah cost us the 
death of the oldest and most faithful of our allies. 
On his return to Oran, Mustapha Ben Ismael, chief of 
the Douairs and Smelas, fell into an ambush and was 
killed. After the capture of the smalah, several 
tribes sent in their submission to the son of the King 
of France, and the letter of one of the most important 
chiefs shows how much their resistance was caused by 
dread of the Emir. 

The Governor-general addressed a most congratu- 
latory letter to his young heutenant, begging liim also 
not to return to Algiers till the conclusion of the 
campaign. Also, on the 15th of July, we find a letter 
to Madame Bugeaud, in wliich he says : 

Letters sbow me plainly enough that the Government would not 
be willing to give me leave in the midst of this decisive state of things. 

I may add that the army and the people express the same wish, and 
I feel myself that I am risldng my undertaking if I leave it at this 
moment.' .^'^ou must then, my love, bravely take your paid, and 
if our daughter’s marriage is to take place without me. 

After all, if you are quite determined for me to be present at 
the marriage, you must meet me at Algiers in the last fortnight of 
September. Or I will go myself to P6iigord, for I have been told 
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that I shall have the leave I t\nnt a little hter I also am quite 
determined, I take m} oath to jou, to request tnv final recall if m a 
month from this time I am not Marsha! of Trance, hut everv thing 
seems to make it probable that I shall be If this is the case, why 
should not you come and spend tlie winter with me, biiice the climate 
agrees with L^onie It will he the last for vou to spend in Africa 
Heave jou quite free choice If jou do not come, I will come to 
jou, I swear it , but let me entirely decide this great work I will 
not say finish it, but put it in such a state that it will not go back, 
and there will be nothing to do hut to put a finish on the work 


Adieu, my dear souls 


Blgeaod 


An order to tlic arnij'-, dated 19th of July, 
announced that H.R H the Duke d’Aumale tvas 
promoted to the tank of Lieutenant-general 

A few days afterwards, on the 31&t of July, 
General Bugeaud was raised to tlie dignity of a Mar- 
shal of Trance 

Thieo months before, by order bearing date 9th of 
April, General Bugcaud had been apjiomted to the 
Giand Cross of the Legion of Honour, and his tno 
lieutenants, Cliangarnicr'* and Lamonciere, made 
Lieutenant-generals. 


* Changamier, ^ichoIa»'AnDe-Th^o«luI«, lK»ni ot Aotun Saonc ct Loire, on 
t) e S6th of A] ril, 1793, left Ssint C>r in 1815 vijtli suL-licntcnsnt s rank nn I 
Tfaa plicetl in one of the pnviIegeJ comjanles of Louis Will a Ixxlj pnsnl 
lie oLtained liw Lleoteninc} in the COIh of fl c line ma<lc tl e canipai^ of 1823 m 
Bpim anl becaino Captain t*th of OrtoLcr, 1^25 in 1*5(1 lie I'as in the Jsl 
regiment of the Kings Guard. Keinstated in Iiia ruik he sent to Africa anJ 
tlJslinguL«he<l hmisilf bj- a senes of remarkabljr vigorous actions. He was cn'-vgetl 
in the expeiJitioa to Mascara. CheMe*bataiUon SUt llectinbir 1*35 he l*^rame 
faniou* fir hu heroism with the 2nl light, vrho alaaps made leal a-ainiittic 
enemj u rear puanl dunng the disastrous retreat from the first cii>e.Iition to 
Constantine, and nia} be said to have aaved the snuj He vcos male I ientenast 
colonel in 1^7 

Colonel of the 2nd light aa«r the expedition to the Iron Gates in 1S33, le 
male Mar/cbalHle<ainp after the expedition to 51 deah irhc*e he receiie-l a seecrt 
noun! and of the fight ©0 the Chelif 21st Jane, 1*10 General of Driion 
1*13 he G en returned to rrance. Jn 1*17 he was seat to comninl thedjri rtn 
of Algier-i. Wien tl e Duke d AnmaTe left the colony lo po Into eid- K baa leil 
over the government of the colons to Chaugamt r, viho af*«T tl * Ctth rf T e'eusTT, 
1*1*. returned to Prance and offered bis «ntc« to tie ne| ablicsa ‘ 
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On the 20i]i of Sopteiiibcr the Duke rVAumaie 
r<‘jnr!H’t] to Algio.rs aOtT a sliort st:ij in I'rance, and 
thn i\l!(r.<hnl cainc from Oran io meet him. The 
jonnii: of the. smalah was cntlinsiasticaJly received, 

and a hnmjuct was friv(*n to liim and the newly ap- 
|)oint(‘<l Marshal hy tlu* chiefs of tlic civil population. 

In i’(‘j)]ying wlie.n his healtli was drunk, the Mar- 
shal said that he considered lie could most promote 
colonisation hy cstahlishing' security, tliat the arni}^’ 
could only he reduced if a force were provided by 
military colonics attaclied to the .s])ot: and in giving 
thanks lor the health of the army he said: 


Ocntlemon. the army will not lay down its sword .ns you have 
yist advised, hut will hold it in one hand, and work with the other; 
will hoeji it always disjilayed to the Arahs, nhcai/s, obsciwe tlie word, 


L'lTimrUne niipoinlod liini nml>a'-«ador to Berlin, Init he preferred to remain at 
I’arii, and a-si-ilod in the reslonitton of order at the revolutionary manifestation of 
the IClh of Ajirii. In the mouth of May he went to Algiers to relieve General 
Caviiignae, wlio had a scat in the Constituent Assembly. In tlic elections of the 
4tli of dune, he was hini-elf elected a repro.scntative of the iieople for the dejwrt- 
nient of the Seine. Wlieii Genera] Cavaignne had become chief of the executive 
power, lie entrusted the command of the National Guard of P.aris to Changarnier, 
who held it after the election of Ih'inco Louis Napoleon ns President, and even on 
two occasions, 0th of .January, and Ifth of June, 1S49, licld also the command of 
the troops at Paris, then amounting to 100,000 men. 

General Cliangarnier lield a most important place in politics, but having taken 
against Prince Louis Najioleon’.s Govennnent, he found himself arrested on 
the morning of the 2nd of December, and then sent out of France by the decree of 
the 0th of January, lS.a‘2. After that he resided in Belgium, refusing to take 
advantage of the permission given him to return to his country. 

On the declaration of war against Ih-ussia, July, 1S70, he oflered his sendees to 
the govenimcut of Ins country, and accomi>anied the Emperor, Napoleon III., to 
Metz. Prisoner of war in Germany, Changarnier returned after the armistice, and 
was elected ns representative to the National Assembly for several departments. 
He died at P.aris in ISSO. 

On tlie 2-tth of May, 1S73, when M. Tiiiers, the President of the Eepublic, was 
defeated in the Cliamber, General Changarnier was very nearly being invested avith 
the office. The Bonapartists had the fatal notion of putting up Marshal Machlahon, 
and so the republic was saved and secured. It is noav stated, that according to 
the very evident wish of the Chambers .and of the countr5', the republic would verj' 
soon have disappeared, if instead of selecting the Duke de Magenta, the Deputies 
had appealed to the patriotism and decision of Gener.al Changarnier. 

It is said Changaiaiier alwaj-s put on a new pair of white kid gloves for going 

iTifn on+imi. — ED. 
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for it cannot !« laid dowTi without risk Yonr existence depends 
upon the sword ; a ^varlike people cannot bo influenced, or a portion 
of their land seized and kept, VMthout keeping the sword in sight 
after it has been braveh need 

*•«««# • 

There are three columns in the Moniteur Alghien 
of the 25th of December, 1843, nhich give tlie Mar- 
shal’s ^ie^vs under the signature of ‘A Tourist.’ Tlie 
subject is the necessity of razzias, whicb had hoiTified 
the tourist, nlio is conversing with an agreeable 
officer u liom he had chanced to meet when tra\ oiling. 

The tourist asks whetJicr tlie Arabs would not have 
respected a definite boundary, and the officer replies, 
‘Tliatwas tried b} the treaty of the Tafna; they came 
into our towns, saw our power and civilisation, but that 
did not jirevent their making a general attack in 1839, 
and murdering 250 soldiers and colonists in one day, 
and thenceforward thenar had gone on continuously. 

Tourist— >1 see the nar was neccssan, hut could not the same 
results ho obtained without the«c barbarous razzias that are con- 
demned b} all the philanthropic and all the merciful minds of 
rnnee^ 

Ojjicer — The philanthropists and merciful men, not confounding 
them, are cquallj niistakcu. \\ hat is warm Kurojiennd c^er) where ^ 
Ifi it the destruction of the belligerent armies ^ No, it is an attack 
upon the interests of the people Wlmt is done after winning battles*^ 
"NVln, the great towns are seized, the centres of population and com- 
merce, the navigation of rivers, and tho great roads, in the next war 
the railwajs will bo seized. 

M ar is made and nations compelled to capitulate by seizing upon 
these great interests. . . . The agricultural interest, tliough neglected in 
Iluroix?, is the only one that c.an be injured in Africa; it is harder to 
get hold of in Africa than anywhere eW, for there are no farms or 
Villages among the Arabs. This people live in their tents, and all 
their inoveahle wealth can be plaecfl on the beasts of burden tint 
tbev iW'-ess . . . As soon as our columns tiiovtd there was 

desolation l)efore us, the villagers mounted uiwn camcN, mules and 
hulloeks and fled awa^ witli their wives and children 'J In re was 
nothing kft for ns to make war oixm hut tho harvp'fs #t thnr 
rij>ciiing. .... It took us a long time to fi’id out how to 
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reach these fugitive populations, hut at last we have managed it, and 
from that moment you might see the progress of pacification. It is 
therefore to the razzia, at which you shudder, that we owe all our 
progress, and especially the security that has allowed you to visit 
such a large part of Algeria in peace. 

When General Bugeaud penned these lines he 
never supposed it would be possible to obtaui-any 
indemnity from rebellious Arabs but cattle or corn. 
But thu’ty years after, Vice-admiral the Comte de 
Gueydon, in 1870, obtained a considerable money fine 
from the revolted Kabyles. He did mpre for the 
colony in three years than all Napoleon III.’s 
governors had done. After the fall of the Empire 
and the Prussian invasion, our African colony was 
almost lost. Revolt ran like a flame in a train of pow- 
der through all the three provinces. The hateful and- 
idiotic decrees of Oremieux, giving to the native Jews 
equal rights with the French, and to the civil and ra- 
dical element, full power over the Governor, completed 
the disorder. But for the energy of some generals 
who hurried from France our colony was lost. 
Massacres, burnings, and pillage took place up to the 
gates of Algiers. 

When the revolt was put down, as soon as 
Governor-general de Gueydon had landed, he con- 
sidered how to make the Kabyles pay some of the 
cost of the war. He called the council and asked 
what the indemnity should be. They smiled and 
said the Arabs had nothing. The Admiral sent for ' 
the chief of the customs, studied the books with him 
all night, and next day told the council he requh'ed 
ten millions of francs from the Kabyles, and would 
have them ha a fortnight. And so he did. The 
Kabyles, rather than have their fields ravaged, 
brought the savings the Admiral had calculated on 
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'iservntions on tlie export of cattle and goods 
'nds, and paid in 5-franc pieces of I.onis- 
^ id Napoleon III. A second contrlljutlon 

excCLv., millions, and besides they ransomed for- 
feited lan&b- so that more than CO millions were got 
for the colonial chest. 

Prejudices are strange things. There was an 
outcry against the razzia ; .ind yet in Europe it is 
quite natural to starve and bombard a town, and 
when non-combatants, women, and children, inno- 
cent victims of war, wish to leave the (ilaco or are 
thrust out lest they consume too much, the attaching 
force drives them back. The razzia is much less cruel. 
There is no murdering of women and children with 
shells, as in Europe. The captured ore fed and cared 
for, and when the tribe has capitulated and given 
security, are restored. 
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Yon who made me what I am, without whom I should he nothing! 
Yon to whom I owe everything I Icnow, and the little I am worth ! 
Oh, no, this word respect shonld never he applied hy yon to me 

Some report of an attack of the Emir on Lamo- 
riciere in the provmce of Oran, now * caused the 
Governor-general to hasten thither. Just at the end 
of August 1843, our indefatigable adversary had 
thrown himself upon those southern tribes of Oran 
who had -submitted to us. All our first line was 
immediately put in motion. On the 26th, Lamori- 
cieve had some success at Oued-Bourhour. After 
a forced march of ten leagues, m fearful heat. Colonel 
de Bourgon attacked the camp just as it was bemg 
struck ; killed forty, took twelve prisoners, captured 
sixty camels, and a quantity" of wheat, barley, and 
gunpowder. 

On the 22nd of September, a more serious engage- 
ment took place between Lamoricik’e and the Emir. 
We had twelve killed and fifteen wounded ; on the 
Arab side was ascertained the death of Abdel-Baki, 
Ahdel-Kader’s lieutenant. He himself fled westwards. 

It was m this combat that occurred the iustance 
of devotion hy the brave trumpeter Escoffier, that 


* Harispe, Jean-Isidore, born in 1768 at Saint-Etienne de Bigorre, Basses 
Pyrenees, died in 1855, began bis military career in 1792, a captain of a free 
company of Basque cbassenrs, won tbe rank of chief of brigade by his gallantry in 
the war with Spain in 1793, took part in the operations that were carried on in the 
Orisons hi 1800, then joined the army of Italy in Moncey’s division. Colonel in 
1802 he was distinguished at the battle of Jena in 1807. General of brigade the 
same year, he was wounded at Friedland, then went into Spain as Chief of the 
Stalf under Marshal Moncey, was distinguished at Tudela, and the siege of 
Saragossa. He was made General of Division in 1810, and took an important part 
in the sieges of Lerida and Tarragona ; made Count of the Empire in 1813. Under 
Soult’s orders he fought bravely in defence of the French territory invaded in 1814. 
He became unattached at the Eestoration, and retired in 1825. Again on the 
active list in 1830 he was appointed Commander of the Hautes and Basses 
Pyrenees, Inspector-General of Infantry, and Peer of France in 1835. The 
Emperor, Napoleon III., gave him the Marshal’s baton in 1851. 




DELLYS ANT) BISKKA. 


97 


Parisians may remember was rewarded afterwards 
b}’ tlic place of keeper of the Tiiileries gardens. lie 
gave his liorse to his captain wlio was dismounted, 
telling him, ‘ You had better take it than I, captain; 
for you can rally the squadron, and I cannot.’ In 
a moment he was taken prisoner. The King gave 
him his nomination to the Legion of Honour without 
waiting for his release. 

Jl. L^on Poches gives the curious information, 
that the Kmir, wishing to rival his enemies in mag- 
nanimity, having been informed of this, presented 
his prisoner witli the cross of tlic Legion before a 
grand parade of his troops. 

The Jlarshal proceeded to Jlilianah, met the 
column from Orl<5nnsvillc upon tlic Cli61if, and was 
obliged to return to Algiers by sudden ilhiess. When 
he had recovered lie immediately returned to tlic 
west, and, travelling to Mascara in Novcniber and 
Tlemcen in December, was received and feted all 
along the road by the Arabs, as AbdcMCadcr would 
formerly have been. 

On the lltli of November, General Tempourc 
gained a more important advantage than any other 
in the campaign. Starting from Mascara, Tempourc 

gone in ^mTsuil of fVic Tcinnim nf A\:rtlcV-K?idw’?> 
infantry, led by Khalifa - Ben - Allal -.Oiilcd - SidI - 
Kmbarek. On the 9th of November, in the even- 
ing, the General found he was tiirco d.‘i}>’ marcli 
from the enemy, and must catch them by sui)crior 
speed. 

The min was falling violently, bnt tlie wet ground 
ob'^tructed the flight more than the pur^-uit. 'ftc** 
a night march, ho came upon the 
po^t* on the Cued Kachcha, with the 
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si ill burning, Jind then to their camp on the Oued 
Mai all. 

Eight squadrons were sent fonrard, two-and-tTvo,' 
under Colonel Tartas ; the inhmtry to follow at the 
double. 

Ben Allal’s Iroops,- in two close columns, with 
standards at their heads, stood firm and bravely 
awaited the charge ; the cavaliy nished upon 
them with perfectly French fury, broke them, took 
the standards, and cut them all doivn. The carnage 
on!}" ceased upon our iniantry coming up and 
receiving prisoners. 

Ben Allal attempted to escape, and had reached 
the rocky slopes ; Captain Cassaignolles, of the 
Spahis, not knowing him but thinking he was a chief, 
pressed on in pursuit, two corporals of the second 
Chasseurs and a troop-sergeant of the Spahis followed 
him. Ben Allal, simrounded by four enemies, held 
out the butt of his gun to Corporal Labossay, and 
then, quick as lightning, tmmed the muzzle to 
the corporal’s breast and laid him dead at liis feet. 
With his first pistol-shot, Ben Allal, killed the cap- 
tain’s horse, with the second he shghtly wounded 
Sergeant Sicot, of the Spahis, who had given him a 
sword-cut on the head. Ben Allal, having no more 
shots, defended himself with his empty gun, when 
Corporal Gerard shot him in the breast with a pistol 
and put an end to the struggle. Ben Allal died like 
a hero. 

Captain Cassaignolles was still ignorant of his 
enemy’s name, but had observed his courage, coolness, 
and dexterity in the use of his arms. A weU-known 
mark put an end to the doubt, the Arab had but one 
eye ; he could be no one but Ben-Allal-Ouled-Sidi- 
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Lmbuek, former bc^ of Milnmh lli*? hcul Bas 
tnlvcn to tbc Gcnenl 

Ben Alhl Ind under lus orders, tbc rtin mis of 
the b'ltt'ibons of Jlcdcali ind Jlilnmb, ^bout 700 
men, 10 to oO men of tbc Mascara b 111 * 111011 , 150 
di-moimtcd hoiac, abont 20 scbnfh (oflitcra Bitliont 
tioops) 

Ibe results of the combat were 104 rc^ular«- 20 
of tlicm officers, killed, 3Gi prisoners 13 of tbcni 
oificers, 3 standards, 600 muskets Of tlie prisonc rs 
104 Bcre scnouslj wounded 

Ihe loss of the Trench Bas onl} Corporal Li 
bossav, killed , and 8 chasseurs scnousl} Bounded 
Hie three standards and the bc.id of Sidi 1 mb nek 
Bcrc sent to the Governor general at Algiers Vnd 
several officers were mentioned in tlic <]c‘^patch 

On the road between tbc scene of the action ami 
Oran, the people crowded to see the formidable chufK 
he id 

llhatescr repugnnncc tre ma% feel eijs tlie MonUexir Algtr at 
to tlji<« bnrl irons practice (Ic mcrc<lulitj of tbo Aralw is so feoeit 
tl at it i>a8 ncccisirj to show lltm tins irrefragable proof tbit tit 
Barrior inirabout bIio lia<l eo mucli influence o\er tl cm was cka I 

Ben Allal w is Abdel Kadcr's closest adi iser, his 
re d man of war, the most important person igc 
iicAt to himself and our most detenmned cneni} 

1 he Mar&h d ordered the lun unsot the c\-kh ihfi of 
Milnnah to be taken to tbit citv md c\|>osed for 
three davR in the sight of lus former subjects After 
that the Ixidj was to be delivered to our lOnlifi, Sid- 
AIi Ouled SkU Linbirck, his nearest relation, who 
had It earned to Colcah to tlie fumK banal place 
Hie Martini dc-^ired tint this ceremony pliould 
take pi ICC w nil all the solemnity due to tlic jicr^mgc^h 
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rank, and military liononrs paid liiin as to a Frencli 
superior officer to do lionaige to the bravery of a con- 
cpiered encni}". Tims, knowing the Arabs well by this 
time, he made a double a])peal to their imagination'; 
■first, l)y ex])osing the head of their former chief to 
their gaze, and afterwards bj^' honouring his memoiy 
with obsequies worthy of a hero. 

The limir, whose mind Avas of high mettle, 
would not alloAv himself to be depressed by the blow 
that had OA’-erthroAvn his first lieutenant and destroyed 
almost all his infantry. Tavo daj^s after the catastrophe 
of Oued TIalah (salt riA-er), he had come to the field 
streAvn with his soldiers’ bodies, and paid them the last 
honours. From there he Avent towards his deira, 
situated near the western extremity of the Chott-el- 
Garbi (western swamps), at a place called Gredir, 
more than forty' leagues south-Avest of Tlemcen, on 
the undetermined territoiy of tribes who are neither 
Moors nor Algerians. 

One of these frontier tribes, the Hamianas, was 
then at war AAuth Morocco. Abdel-Kader made a 
.razzia upon them at the head of horsemen from the 
neighbouring tribes ; and sent fifty prisoners in 
chains to Ouclida. as reAmlted subjects. No doubt 
this was to conciliate the authorities of an empire 
wffiere he was afterwards to seek assistance. 

The Official Journal several times mentions sujd- 
posed proofs of the exhaustion of Abdel-Kader’s 
resources. The Marshal also AAuites to the Duke 
d’Aumale on 21st January, 1844 : — 

Abclel-Kader is in a small cliain of mountains, tliree days’ jour- 
ney soutli-AA’^est of Tlemcen. He has four or five hundred horsemen, 
sick or well ; and he can collect five or six hundred more to make a 
razzia, among the tribes that remain faithful to him upon this ex- 
treme frontier. His deira is forty leagues further off ui the same 
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direction, Imt in a nearly neutral territory, nltliouqh ojn>i>ite 
Morocco. Tlie Emir lias an embassy to the Emperor, Mniej,- 
Alidcr-Knliman, composed of Berkani, Miloud-Bcii-Aracli, and 
Tcfiuiclii. They put a report in circulation that the Emj'eror is 
sending them to France, wth a letter requiring tlie King to 
niahc peace ^^ith liia khalifa, ITadj-Abdcl-Kader, ^\ho Ii.h, it 
seems, done Jiomage to the Emperor, and jdaced hitneelf com- 
jdefcly under his protection. lie is writing in ever} directum to 
say tliat he will have i^eace for a jear, and resume his estates. 
Thc«e reports have caused some anxiety upon the frontier, and 
the Onlcd-Ourioch, wlio dwell eight leagues south of Tkinccn. 
ha\e deserted. 

• •*««#* 

For two months Alulel-Kader has made no militar)’ moNo- 
menfs; hut lie lias not been inactive in diplomacy and intr que. 
lie is anxiously begging for help from Morocco, and I think ho 
has recci\cd some sccatly. lie is writing to nil parts of ALcria 
to foment insurrection, and compromise our Arab chiefs. Xi>one 
can bo roorc active or perseverbg than that man. 

«««•••« 

The Marshal endeavoured to take advantage of 
this distress. As w'c knoTv, lie lind by liiin the 
interpreter lloches, tvlio thorouglily knotv Maho* 
inetans in general, and Abdcl-Kader in ])articular, 
for he had lived ■with liim t^vo years at Mascara, 
after tlie treaty of the Tafnn. iM. Jloclies was there- 
fore desired to sound Abdcl-Kadcr, and offer him a 
retirement into the lioly land of Mecca, tvith all 
Jjononrs, and a large pension secured by J'rance. 
Singular conjunction I 'J'liis proposal, made in 
1813, was no other than that rcali‘*cd in 18.'3:2'hy 
tlie retirement of the Emir to Damascus. 

A secret corrc«i>ondcnce, which we are enal)le<l to 
give, was exchanged. There is remarkable dignity 
in the rcjilies of the Emir, who, notw^th-fandiiig his 
almost desjK-'rate situation, claims to some extent 
the execution or the renewal of the treaty of the 
Tafna. 
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Omah, Son of Kociiks, to the Emih AnDEn-IvAnER. 

I have received the letter brought me hy Kadclour ; in it yon 
inform me that yon have already replied fo that I liad written to 
you from Tiemccm, and sent hy the negro of El-Khan*onhi. I have 
received no information as to this missive, and am soitv for it. 
However, I understood from your last words that your mind was 
not yet enlightened ns to the facts that arc every day being accom- 
])lislicd, and that you are still cheri.shing ho]H;s that repose upon 

anything but a firm basis If you understand pro])erly what 

Kaddonr will tell you, that will he enough to give you a notion 
of the strength and intentions of I'Yance in this country. 


# # if 

You tell me you will accept any ])roposal not contrary to yotir 
religion. .... If nothing is more desirablC' for every good jMa- 


homefan than the ])OWcr of going on pilgrimage to jMecca, what 
should be the happiness of living in the country where God caused 
Mahomet to be born, and daily to visit the temple of the Lord and 
the tomb of His rrophot? The King of Prance mil allow j'ou to 
retire thither, you and your family, and all your warriors whom you 
choose, to the number of a hundred. Those of your amy who do 
not go with you shall receive mercy (aman), and be received into 
their tribes. Every year you shall receive from the King’s consul a 
sum royally sufficient for all your needs, and all theirs, and make 
yoit able to do good and give alms to the wretched of your religion. 

iC- -ff- ie- 

To sum up : you have two roads before you, One, straight 
and laid with sand, leads you to the end of your cai-eer, causing 
your name to be blest by Mahometans, and honoured by Chris- 
tians. The other, winding and strewed with rocks, that -will lead 
you to an undistinguished death, and make your memory abhorred 
by the Mahometans, whose ruin you have caused, and the French, 
whose generosity you could not appreciate. 

(Motto on the seal : ‘ He who puts his faith in the Merciful.’) 

Omar, Son of Roches, in the year 1258. 

' Abdel-Kader to Omar, Son of Roches. 

Praise to God ! 

I am far from refusing what might be useful to the servants of 
God, and would do all in my power to obtain happiness and peace 
for them, as far as is compatible with our religion and the rules laid 
down in our holy books. If even beyond these rules, arrangements 
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were proposed to mo not forbidden b) our liw, and our habits I 
could stdl accept them 

liut the projxjsals joumakeme wath a promise tint tliej shall 
be ratified bj Marshal Bngeand are really ver) far from rea«onable 
especially coming from ton, who arc a sensible man 

IIow could jou who are like my son and say you are guided b\ 
binccrc fnendslup m doing tlus how could y ou imagine that I ahou! I 
accept as a faiotir a refuse that it is m m> power to reach with im 
own strength and the assistance of the faithful who arc still around 
nic*^ 

Let the Frenchman not despise my weakness for the gnat can 
llmd the lion And let him not glory in his success for after sue 
cess the greatest checks are to he feared 

I know my creed jicrfectly , and am well aware tint one ho ir 
spent m fiohting the infidel is better for iny salvation than sevcnti 
aears epent at Mecca \Mien you tell me that I may very iikclv 
encounter a fate like that of my brother and my fneiul ‘sidi Mo 
hammed Ben Allah very far from dreading this fate I prav to God 
that It may sooner or later befall me and all Mahometans 

Isow, 0 my friend' if the Marshal has any intention of mokn g 
me hear words that would be to the advantage of all let him send 
me one of his jtcoplc with letters of credit let 1 im give mo secret 
jnfonnatioii I also will secretly send one of my frien N |Terhnja 
my brother Bou Uammiddi to meet your envoy near riemccn 
*«••••• 

Written by order of Sidi cl Hadj Abdel Kadcr Jiosser el Dm 
son of Sid Mahhi el Dm whom niny God assist 

lit 10th of Sa/ar, 12&0 (Srd lOth o/ Fehruarj^ 1844 ) 

At the sninc tunc, Bou Hninmiddi, the Emirs 
conUdmt, forwarded the follotnng letter, written hy 
AhdchKudcr’fc s'lnction, to the A[ irslnl — 

Greeting to all those who follow the tnic pith mercy and 
bl s-ing' 

1 am grieved at the mt*cncs that oppress the sf'nant? of God 
in conscqucnec of tlewarand rivalry existing Utween vou ani 
I’ntice of the Believers If wntten corTe«[tondtnc»* with its 

deUvs, does not euit you name one of your followers to cirrie in 
sArnt with vour consent into the nciehlKUirhood <f Tl^'vrj 
\\nte to ihe I mir to send me to mcH vour agr^it anl we wiH 
CO cltil/* everjilina thit ehonll be conclude between lie two 
] arti'«. 

It IS for God to do the ii*t Greeting* 
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I\r. Leon lioches replied to Abdel-Kadcr’s letter : 

'I’lie Froiich were undecided, but now are quite agreed \ipou tlie 
Algeriiin question. The King, tlie CJiauibers, the ^Ministers, the 
nation, all choose to keoji our conquest, A proof is that the 
King lias .sent his son to Constantine to be taught, and after- 
wards to be 8uUan of Algeria In tlie time of doubt and 

our inexjH'ricnce, you were master of the whole country. Six thou- 
sand regulars and two thousand khielns received their pay from your 
treasury; now the French have conquered you, and you have not 
been able to take one of our block-houses ; now the countiy obeys 
France, all the goums are French, and you have not a single regular 
soldier left, but still wish to continue this sti’uggle I .... Come to 
the i\liirshal, throw yourself upon Ids discretion and generosity; 
nowhere will you meet such a recejifion and consideration ; you will 
be treated as a noble enemy and princely guest. 

it- * * 

In this Arabic correspondence the Marshal alloTt's 
the notion to appear of speedily resigning the 
government of the colony to the Duke d’Amnale, 
the King’s son. This ivas the secret view of the 
Government, clumsily betrayed by Marshal Soiilt 
in his letter to the Governor on his promotion to 
Marshal, and accepted by the latter without objec- 
tion, thanks to his entire devotion to the Orleans 
dynasty. He had only been hurt by the form, not 
the matter. In fact, he understood, and entnely 
approved, the serious political reasons that were to 
confer the government of Algeria upon the Kmg’s 
son. 

After the brilliant feat of arms at the attack uiDon 
the smalah, the Duke d’Aumale had made a short 
visit to France, hut soon returned with the rank of 
General of Division, and the post of Governor of 
Constantine, a province subdued, or nearly so. The 
young Prince was to get j^ractice there, in ruhng 
Arabs, while waitmg .till the old Marshal could hand 
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o'ter to him the Groemment of Algcna entuely 
pacified 

Marshal Bugeaud wrote to the Duke in Tamni} , 
1844, a letter from which we extract the following — 

I thml as JDU do fliit the natives \vin accomiTJodafo them 
selves well to our ju'itice and that we ou^ht to interfLio ns 
much as possible in their affaiis It is the only ua} to f,et a real 
moral authontj o\er them I think we should very qii ctly j rocce 1 
to substitute Frenchmen for the great Arab cl lefa but it will tnl c 
tune for the pmver of the aristocracy to be weakenttl ai 1 f r us to 
ha^e enough of officers capable of ruling the Arab'* ni I willing to 
devote themseUes thereto This la a career ojicn to all lollo 
ambition and alrtady a good number of officers arc loohin^ towards 
It and are all readj to engage in it 

******* 

The application of Commandant Marquet seems to me to Ixi 
too largo Our interest is not to mal e large land wi ern 1 it a great 
man\ little ones to increa«c the population In my ojini n the 
best capital is a pair of arms fixed to the soil by right of our rsl ip 
Capital does not fix anj one, men pas? over its irojiertj )ilo tie 
figures in a magic Unfera So I would reduce the grant }<, » a le 
to M Marquet bj half 

**•••*• 

In the month of February, 1814, the Bukc 
d Aumale proceeded to the Ziban, to re c«'tabh'»h tbo 
authonty of Sheik Ben Gannah, ind drive off 
Si Aloharamed-Fl Sgnr, Abdel KadeFfi laijt hbihfa 
on the Ziban Si Mahommed had escaped to Mount 
Anre';, and collected home Jv ihyle& i he Fnnce in 
the latter part of 3Iarch dii>perfcd this a^^tniW), after 
a combat that flie ^lomieur Alfjhim called ^ 
bonourable ' As he fiuJ to the Aure«, he had hit 
^eme of hjs property at Mechinech (the Apneo ) a 
ptvttj little od«is eight league** north ca'-t of hi ^ 
■^he Aurc-s then terminate in fcteep rfxX^ 

Owy] cl Vbjfxl (white nver) coming out of sn ^ 
pa? able gorge, wabr-j a little of {'aim 
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It was {lankcd ky tliive littlo forts upon the steep 
liills at th(* side, and an entronelied villao-e served as 
a depot for the oasis, and the neig'hhoiiring region of 
the Sahara. 

Wlien our horsemen approaehed ]\lechmech on 
the 1 Ith of ^lareh. they were tired upon, and retired 
n])on head-quarters. On tlie loth rhe Prince left 
Piskra with P200 Iiayonets. 400 liorse, and two 
mountain i»-uns. 'Phree thousaml hillmen sainted our 
a])})roaeh witli their war-eries. (>ur soldiers carried 
tlie western position at a run, and tlienee the howit- 
zers tired shell on the eastern ■ju'>sition and the oasis. 
It look four-hours’ severe iig'htingto win the position 
and the three forts. Our loss was 6 men killed. I 
captain : 10 wounded, 5 oiiicers. Among them the 
Duke dc Montpensicr slightly struck on the check. 

'Phe ^larshal had an eve to evervthine;. lie 
observed between Blidah and jMilianah a quantity of 
sjdendid wild olive-trees, so lie sent thither and to 
iilostaganem a number of Europeans with grafts of 
good kinds to improve the produce, lie also gave 
the mountaineers a quantify of sweet chestnuts for 
planting, as at a certain height the climate is similar 
to that of France, lie also issued a notice forbidding 
the sale of any olive-wood, to prevent the destruction 
of the trees for tiring. Great attention was paid to 
the roads. There were advertisements to bo seen : 

Coaoli from Algiers to Sledeali and liaclc leaving every 
'Wednesday and Saturday. 

So the. journey that could only be made by a 


* FifUi son of King Louis-riulippe. lioni IS'24. Sewed in tlie artUlevy. In 
1S40 l\e nuwvied Marie- Louvse-Foulnuunle go Kovud'on, sister of Isabella U.. Queen 
of Spain. Since 1S70 he has lived in Fr;mco .and seems to have ceasetl to ong'.ige 
in politics. 
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column of all arms only fifteen months a^o could 
now be done by omnibuses comin^ and going twice 
a-week. In two years’ intervals of fighting, the 
army had made 357 leagues of road. 

The Marshal’s chief efibrts in the military line 
were directed against his great opponent, the Emir ; 
but be could not overlook the fact that his capital, 
Algiers, was threatened bj' independent tribes on the 
east, and remarkably close to it. In the autumn of 
1842, he had conquered the province of Sebaou, and 
placed the administration in the hands of the Khalifa, 
Slahi-Eddin, a faithful officer, but too often troubled 
by the independent tribes of the neighbourhood, in 
obedience to the promptings of Ben Salem, a fiigiti^'c 
in the Jurjura, 

The very coast of Pcllys, the landing*place so 
near Algiers, was not subdued. Tl)e Marshal 
planned a little campaign, and issued a proclamation 
to the seven tribes, calling upon tliem to drive 
away Ben Salem, and surrender tlicmsclrcs at Ids 
camp on the Isser, when no harm should be done 
to them. 

In Jlay the Jlarslml easily took possession of 
Bellys, and set up a permanent cstabli'^hment there, 
that has developed into a flourishing little town. 
Tins was easier than at Tenis and OrJuansrille, 
for the Moorish town of Dcllys was still standing 
Upon the ruins of an old Roman colony, named 
Ru'^ucurrum. The gardens, planted by the Moors, 
are still famous. An attack was made upon a 
portion of the French force, hut easily repuhc^l, 
and four days afterwards the gtvat tribe of the 
I’lissas m.adc their submission. 

T wo days before his return to Algiers, the !^^a^^hal 
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wrote the tollowiiig pleasant letter to Ihs daughter 
Leonic : — 


AhjievR, Cump of the Oncd-Schaon, 25 Maj/, lS4-t. 

You wnnf. yntir litfle JcUer, ilfar Leonic; here it is. You are 
])ri>nd of being iny dnugliter, and would like to be captain or 
lieutenant, to go everywhere with me. T like your wish, but should 
not love you a bit more if yoii wore, "i'oii would not be so nice as 
you are, when you choose to be good, and are well. 

I iim glad to Jiear that you walk a great tleal. Exercise of your 
arms and logs is certainly the best cure for you. If you were a 
g.ardener, working at your vegetables, and carrying them to njarket, 
you would soon be cured, and all t!ie world would be wanting the 
]u-etty gardener's salads, for they would be dressed for customers 
Avith a delightful smile. 

iMost likelj’ i\rarie is at Excideuil, spoiling Charles ; your AAisdom 
will set this to rights. 

I have again applied to return to France, but man proposes, 
God disposes. He alone knows when I shall be able to fondle yon 
in our little house of La Hurantie. I should be very glad if it could 
be in September. 

I have organized the agalik of Taourga with the seven tribes 
round Dellys, and two days ago settled that of the Flissas ; to-day 
it is the turn of the Amraouas and several other tribes. You see 
that two little victories are more eloquent than the speeches of our 
politicians, and the sentimentality of our philautliropists. I now 
hope to get back by the 28th. What a long month I have been 
away from my pets ! It is long ; and yet the parting will be still 
longer, for you go home, and I stay. 

I kiss you, my loves. 

Bugeaud. 

Biski’ii is tlie finest oasis of the Sahara, with 
130,000 date-palms, and 5000 olives, said to have 
been there in the time of the Eomans. It is 234 
kilometres south-west of Constantine, and about 125 
from the sea, at the foot of a spur of the Aures, bare 
mountains, one of them bearing an Arabic name that 
means ‘ red cheek.’ Its torrenf comes from the 
Aures by the magnificent breach of El Kantara, the 
Eoum es Sahara (mouth of the desert). If it always 
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contained the immense volume of water that some- 
times i& poured into its bed by storms, it nould 
01 Cl come the Sahara for a long distance; generally 
its flow ceases close to Biskra, and then the 2 iahn«. as 
tliey must have ‘heads in fiie, feet in uater,’ aic 
moistened by neighbouring springs, at the late of 
180 litres a second (some 40 gallons). 

The Duke d’Aumalehad occupied Biskra, and tlie 
c\ 2 )edition thither appears to have given rise to some 
cautions to him from the ilarohal, uho wiites : — 

hj (lid \on detach At TromWaj, eiglit leigwcs from Bishra 
on the 11th, with a Inltahon and a sqmdrou, for tht. cnemj had 
retired tlnthor, and jour whole column was to march there ou 
the 13th 9 

Smnll deticlimenfs far awaj arcterj d'iiigcrou« c8|)ccinlh with 
an uiihnowTi country and cneinj It is better to march with the 
whole force EMileiitlj AI TrembKj’s little column had no rilw t, 
good or hid, if checked, the nionl influence would line hcoii had 

Cl er since I was in Spain m 1809, 1 liaic nlwijs been opjK) cd 
to deticliments or reconnoi6«incc3 of such a mture as to risk 
fractions of the army , and 1 told you lint reconnoi-siiiccs must Ikj 
either lerj strong or\crj ennll, some liorsemcn, without infmtrj, 
or the whole imij In tint wi} nothing is risked Besides tlie 
incoinciiicnccs ai fing from the nature of thing®, there is the n-k, m 
Pending deticliments to a distance, of Iming a clum«i,weik, or 
Jinpriulent commanding officer, who might ciuse a pirn d check 
It is hotter to play a sife game, and leiie as little ns j)o*®ihk to 
chance Yon undcrslind tint the e are gonenl princijile®, and I do 
not apph them ah olutch to this iiistanct, for I do not know the 
particuiar®, and jou may haie had good reasons for detaching 
AI Trcmhhy 

Biskra was not enougli, so the Jlarslial ^cr}' soon 
gn^e order:, to take Kl Agiiou.it, an oasis on the 
meridian of Algiers, 44G kilometres from Algiers 
and dt7 from Jfedeali. A j'car and a iialf airo >idi- 
Alnned-I!en-S.dem. Slicik of i:i-A"hon.it. sent iirc-ents 
and hordes, Ije'T'rin^ tor imcstitniv. 'Ihe Gosemor- 
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general liad regularly refused tliem, answeriiig that 
he did not treat with unknown persons, and that 
if the Sheik intended to become a servant of France, 
he must come to Algiers in person to ask the favour. 

As Ahmed-Ben- Salem was ill with liver-com- 
plaint, and not able to move in person, he sent 
his brother Yahia to General Marey, who was 
operating against Ouled-Nails. The envoy was 
forwarded to the Governor-general at Algiers, and 
was there invested conditionally ; the full elfect not 
to take place till a French column had traversed the 
country and received the tax. 

A French column received orders to penetrate 
to the south of Medeah aiid Boghar, as far as 
El-Aghouat, and further if necessary. 

Two thousand eight hundred men left Medeah 
on the 1st of May under General Marey, seven 
hundred of them being Arab auxiliaries. They were 
verj?- honourably received at El-Aghouat, and even 
advanced eleven leagues beyond it, where the . heat 
was very great, and water and grass had quite 
disappeared. The Tm’ks had never been beyond 
El-Aghouat itself. 

Colonel Saint- Aniaud was in this expedition, and 
we find in his lettei’s to his brother : — 


* General Guillaume-Stanislas Marey-Monge, born in 1796,, died in 1863, was 
the son of the Conventional Marey, and grandson, by his mother, of tiie celebrated 
Monge. Entered the Ecole Polytechnique in 1814, and was engaged in the defence 
of Paris against the allies. He raised the Chasseurs Algeriens, and the corps of 
Spahis, served -with distinction in Africa. In 1848 he was in the army of the Alps, 
and had just been appointed to the Senate when he died in 1863. After the 
establishment of the Empire he revived the title of 'Count of Pelusium that his 
grandfather, Monge, bad received from Napoleon I. 

General Marey-Monge was a capital soldier, a learned and clever man, but of 
an awkward disposition. JMfirshal Bugeaud had a great opinion of him, though 
without much love instinctively for Polji.cchnicians, as their absolute and 
systematic principles often clashed witli his jwactical mind and admirable good 
sense. 
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I }n\e cro«9cd (he deport wider quite ilifTorcnt circmii-tnnces 
thin I expcctc<l. After some dnjs of huming etin, i\e met encli 
fe\erc cold, that on the 18(h, llttli, 20th, and especially (he 2let of 
Sla), i\c wore onr htinioua on horsebick, nod waiitc<l hiioiinc firc^. 
, . . . "W Jicn \\c left Tnguin we went to Tedgemont, and irachc*! it 
on the fifth day. This town is like a fine opera eceno, oiih from a 
distance, for like all Arab towns it isaHrnius; walN, mud mixe<l 
with etones, without opening outward**, \ cry high, and with wide 
\crj low gates .... Tetlgcmont, built upon a height, wntli its 
girdle of gardens, tlicm«ehcs surrounded by a river of sthcr, flowing 
over fine white sand, is a beiutiful sight, with the dirk verdure of 
apricot trees and carob trees. Imagine n multitude of palm«, and 
in the hickground the grey sharp lines of the town, and this under 
an African sun, and admire this conntiy, one of the most beautiful 
1 have seen in Africa. 

Tlic Governor was not at Algiers to receive tljc 
despatch on the return of the expedition to Kl- 
Aghouat. He had been obliged to embark in linstc 
for tlte west, lianng received a very disturbing 
de«patch from General Lainoricierc. Tbc storm 
was threatening in that direction, and most important 
events were in preparation. 
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disclaiming any wish on the part of the French for 
increase of territory, and laymg the blame on Abdel- 
Kader. ‘I can tell you ■ Jugiirtha was no cleverer, 
no bolder, no more persevering than this man, and 
if there was a Sallust in our days, Abdel-Kader’s 
history deserves to be written. There must, no 
longer be a state of things giving occasion for war.’ 

While the Marshal was marching upon Ouchda, 
he desired to leave open a door for peaceable arrange- 
ments. He therefore wrote to El Gennaoui, complain- 
ing of the violations of French territoiy by the 
Moors, sa3dng that though the French did not desire 
any increase of territory, they would certamly not 
consent to retire them frontier to the Tafea, or recede 
from their present line. After General Bedeau 
being hved upon during the conference, the Marshal 
would be quite justified m vigorous reprisals, but 
his deshe was to settle the difficulties joeaceably. 

El hennaoui’s reply was ambiguous as to the 
outrages, and also expressed a desire for peace. 

. The Marshal again replied to him on the 18 th of 
June : — 

Greeting 1 In all yonr previous communications you liave 
accused us of violating your territory, and infringing the laws 
of friendship. This means that you • make a point of laying 
the blame for all you have done upon us, so that you may have 
nothing to reproach yourself with. I am not used to these 
diplomatic tricks. I loyally go straight to the point. I am a 
soldier, who is obedient to his King and the interests of his country. 
You say you are still desirous for the maintenance of hannony 
now existing between the two empires. I wish it as much as you 
do, hut we must have a clear explanation. Reply to me as clearly 
what you wish. 

We intend to preserve the frontier, as held by the Turks, and 
Ahdel-Kader after them. We want nothing that is yours. But we 
desire that you shoidd not receive, or succour Abdel-Kader any 
more, revive him when he is almost dead, and launch him afresh 
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ajninst o'* Tint is not pooil fncniVhip It n nar and ^oll ln\c 
l>etn thus ^^ar^lng ngainPt tis for luo jears ^^cdo‘^l^o tint \ )u 
bIiouM confine in tie interior of \our countr\ the dciri nml tK 
chiefs \\ho h-nc tolled AIhI 1 Kndcr di j>cr‘«c in regnhr troop 
gomiis and a'lken tint \ou no loni,cr recout triyp-i tint emigrate 
from our temtor}, anti immeilintcH eenti lack those ^^ho line fl tl 
to \ou 

^^e 1 ind onreohes to do the same Ij 5 on if oocn«ion sloull 
arise lhc?c arc the conditions of the olemanco of ml of pool 
fnend 1 ip Ijctueen the t\'vo nitiona on thc«e \^e elnll l«e \ nr 
friends shall fa\onr \our trade and the Go\cnim it of 'Mule\ 
Alder Hahman as far 09 IS in our power If joti ch osc to do tie 
coi trnr\ we flinll lie enemies Itcjh to me imme hatch an 1 
without anj suhtcrfiigcs for I do not understand them Grcetii t, 

Af d’H'iU'ssoinille m Ins Ilntoiy of the Poniqn 
Policy of the ricnth Goiinmcut^ {iftcr tvli it 

^er) lirge intcro«it«» %\cic iiivohcd, ob-cr\cs t}nt it 
T 2 ^Gl nn expedition ms Middenl^ je^ohccl upon 
energetically managed, and bnllnntl\ con hided it 
^^'\s tint agnnst tlie Afoois m 18Ji Tlic npnlitj of 
the opciations quite consistent nitli I rciuli 

jiolic}, and e^cll part} spiiit ^^^s for a moment 
silenced Yet imj xtc not «iiggC'«f m reph to AI 
d’ll iussoiimIIc that m ct'-c of dofcit at Ish or 
Alogador, or complicntioiis with J nghnd, it is po'^^ihlt 
to suppose that the Goaennnent, led b} AI Gui/ot 
might li e disa\ ow cd the action of tlie Af ir>h il an 1 
tlie Prince ^ 

It iK as well to recur to the ddficult and di‘*turhel 
tlme^ through which the nionirch} of Jul} had to 
steer its w i}, in older to full) under''tnid the 
position of the Go\tmor gcncril of our Africin 
po‘‘**C‘‘Sions towanl*? the repre tntati\Cs of the iiitioii 
ind the Kings Alini'.ter^ AI Guizots corrf'pon- 
duitc with the AlaiNhil is m c\idcnce of tin-* stringc 
situation of afTiirs and it*! difiicultiO' It mu^t l>e ne* 
knowK*<l^*<I that the Afar^hil ^ lcmpcriincn» wa*' not 
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iiTcat at accomiiiodaliim- itsolfto Parliamentary ncces- 
^ilic's and constraints. Thus Pie ambio-noiis advice 
and instructions tliaijie received Irom tlic Cabinet at 
tlic 'ruileries were not always exactlv Ibllowed : and 
this is tile reason wiiy at every step we meet with 
mimistakahlc traiies of the Govcrnor-itenerars initia- 
tive, ill tlic preliminaries of this ^^foorish campaign, 
as well as tlie resolutions adopted. A rieneral in 
(‘ommandi’^sV'tiin'ated from France by the sea, en- 
trn^ted with b()th'''political and diplomatic interests, 
i‘vcn if he had bcen'Xwcr so desirous, would have 

t 

found it impossible to refer to his Government 
af evei*y hour of the day. and so relieve In'mself of 

« 4 

res])Oiisibility. Marshal llugeaud never recoiled from 
taking the initiative, as the result of this glorious 
campaign clearly proves. 

It must be allowed that the old Marshal was 
admirably seconded under tlicsc circumstances by one 
of the King’s sons, the young Admiral the Prince de 
Joinville,^' who was commanding the cruisers off the 


* Fran(;ois-FerdiiiaiKl-Plulii)pc-IjOuis-Mnrie d'Orleans, Prince do Joinville, is tlio 
tliird son of King Louis Philipjte. He was Lorn at Neuilly in 1818, entered the 
navy and sor\’ed regularly on board sliip. In 1838, during tlie war witli jtle.vico, 
he showed great skill and daring in an attack upon the batteries of Saint-Jenn 
d’Ulloa wlien serving in tlie corvette Creole, and also broke ojieii the gates of 
Vera Cruz and cajitured General Arista with his own hand ; for tliis he was given 
tlic Cross oi the Legion of Honour and promoted to be Captain, 

In 1810 be brought baclt the remains of the Emjieror, Na]!oIeon I., from Saint 
Helena, and, as it may be remembered there was some danger of a war witli 
England, he loudly proclaimed his intention of lighting to the deatli in defence of 
his precious cliarge, if it should be attacked. In 1813 he married the Princess of 
Braganza, sister of the Emperor, Don Pedro, of Brazil. Tlie same year he was 
made aw Admiral, and had a great deal to do with the organization of the steam 
navy. In 1844 he bombarded Tatigier, and captured Mogador. 

In 1848 he retired with his brother, d’Auinale, to England, and lived in privacy 
till 1881, when he went to New York noth his son, the Duke d' Pentium vre, and 
liis two nephews, the Count de Paris and the Duke de Chartres, and presented 
them to President Lincoln. His son entered the United States Naval School, 
while his nephews became officers in MacCle’lan’s army. 

In 1870, on our frst disasters, the Prince de Joinville applied to his old comrade, 
Admiral de Genouilly, Minister of Napoleon III., lor permission to serve France, 
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Moori'^h con«;ts. The Prince was no\s nearly t^^onty• 
pi\, and Ins keen intelligence, energy, and decision of 
diameter, nc\or-failing lo\c of indeiieiidence, and 
exticmc sense of honour, naturally attracted the old 
so/dier of Spain. 

The Prince de Joinville liad bqcn cqn.illy desirous 
nitli the Marshal oF \igorous action, but had been m* 
stniincd the instructions of the Govcmnicnt, enjoin- 
ing moderation upon him at any cost. A letter of the 
illinistcr contained this expression, ‘As long as the flag 
(adoat) of rranco i*; not iii'^ultcd, }oii arc not to act.’ 

TJic 3 ’oung Coiiunodore sent this portion of Iih 
instiuctions to the Marslial ; and lie, n}iO‘*e standard 
(on land) liad i'e\cral times liecn in'‘uUcd b) the 
Jloorsj ans^^cred: — 

How lonpr, dr, lin«an cn<leiNotirl>ocnniniloto<lj4ti»piii/')i lictwwn 
tJic flip of Tranw aflcnt nrxl nehorc’ iJc cnrefiil, inj IViinc not to 
listen to aiicli fnbtleucs 'i lie flap of rroticc o«liorc lia« brtn 
fliiil it isjdtjrdiil.N otnl !imief<» ninkcitn«jicctfil Caro for \ciiirpIorj, 
in> rnneo, ouglu to prcMul oicr flu* fcar4>f dijiJomitic cnniiilKitiona 
IJsicn to nothing Init the in^pintions of lionoiir jxr-onificil in joii 

lly nay of answer, on the 10th of Augii‘?t, tlie 


tut lliM nfu'M tlie Urpubli , ns n<ll w br the I inpire W jth lii« 1 rotJur 
d Auiualf. sill liL» tisjicits lie went lack Into banidinient. Uut wlicntleanij 
of t) t I.oire foniir>i Iir sf,nii en lca»oarc«l to utrrf In tlif rrififli nnk' nti Irr 
(icii'Til Aurtllc Cotrriil l> tbe Aiiimran nan-e of Coloarl Lutli^fo*!, like lu 

I (•} ! the Dukr dc (*} srtr«, ui Nonnsudj, aa le fort, 1 e j rvxnt «t 

II p *ctJon« of tlic l^lli cor|»* IWtin. Orlpans KT»nl in on** of tl e sailor* n«-« 

an 1 only Irft tLr town U p Ia»t of iLp Mllirr* On tJ e 21 j* of Ifc-’-rii Irr Lr 
wait»-d ujion l.riicral tlanr) an I rcqnc'tcl to join in thf ojwra'ion*, in-rrrii 
tl p « not stn^t lnn>;miia Tlie Orntial twneil LIm mtb *M ,.1 1, rpM-r^irj; iN 
ivl I of rrf.rfnre to the War JliBi»ter Bat the lawjer, CsniVtu, <■> •ilrr^l l- 
lUsltiot ift confini till* d»cj«)r»n, raaiieiC Colonel I utkfro.1 tn l<e arT»^‘nl Ir- 
ro iiiri'-ary of t*e j’Oljir, cent aeJ fire ilaj* at Ibe pfef(-cttj»e of M«r« a -J t’ 
»tijl«lat'>{ 3liJo f r IjigIan.L JIf wa.« elf^«l for t»fl 'If,'ar‘n rru t-' a »'-j' 
tie LTtM'vriR n:i. but not a<I»nitt«l till >1 Tllm L»<1 1 

1.1 ot tlu J Je aoJ ii:K»t roral *1 of lie f rewh CLawlcra fcrjjp t » * '‘5 

JTr> IpT 

Tie l^nj^ »le .If rnjilp {« trty !ars»-i9 a'-t. pi’r t ’ vrtT n»ri’ , I* 1 s* 
lintr re4>-xl, e«en *Lea kl* fatree wai uu , eat r tv'rj-e&'rrvr. 

t.r 1 lrecJ» Lu o| .awn. lie L** »fj*’ro taisal 3t v 'fkJ oa rasJi"^ 
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Marshal received a letter from the Prince de Jom- 
ville, informing him that he had on the , 6th bom- 
barded Tangier, with the English looking on, and that 
he ,was going to bombard Mogador. The Marshal 
without delay replied with this short sentence: — 

I 

( 

Sir, — You have drawn a hill of exchange upon me. Be sure I 
shall not he long in honouring it. Vive la France! 

At the same time he forwarded the plan of the 
battle of Isly, and it will be found to have been 
punctually executed on the day announced. 

The Marshal’s patience was exhausted, as has 

been said, and he entered Ouchda on the 19th of 

June. The frontier was violated. The situation 

\ 

becoming serious, the Emperor sent orders to all 
his provincial Governors for a general levy. Abdel- 
Kader, avoiding the observation of our advanced 
posts, made his way mto the Djebel Amour, and 
endeavoured to raise the southern tribes against us. 
They all remained faithful; the Emir only obtained a 
promise that they would join the Moorish army when 
it met the infidel forces. 

The 1st of July, on the banks of Isly, tlie Moors 
made a timid attack upon our rear-guard, but fled at 
the first musket-shots. Our troops ascended the 
river on the 11th, and on the 13th we killed some 
hundred horsemen of the Moorish tribes, losing only 
two men and five horses. On the 19th the French ' 
troops returned to Lalla-Maghrnia for refresliraent. 

In France, the Government decided for action 
under pressure of public opinion. ' Notwithstanding 
the jealousy and almost threats of England, M. 
Guizot, in answer to questions from the Fight and 
Left unanimously, announced liis comjfletely ,ti-^cd 
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intention of obtfxjning- just reparation and Fccnriii"' 
tlic safety of our possessions in Africa. Iii*>truc- 
tions were sent. T)ic Pnnee de .Toiinille. cruis- 
in*^ in the waters of Cadi/ with a flyinjr ‘•fpiadron, 
received orders to proceed to Tangier to i*ccci\eour 
Consul, the Comte de Xyon, and the people of our 
nation for conve^’ance to Spain. Before leaving lli^ 
residence, Xyoii forwanicd to the court of Vc/. 
^larshal lUigcaud's ultiinatiiin to the Kald Si-Tl- 
Geiiiiaoui. 

Tlie Moorish Govcrnincnt gave a hy])Ocritical 
answer, promising exemplary ])unit<hmcnt of any 
^Mooriblr chiefs guilty of aggression upon our tciritorv , 
but on the c.Npross condition that Marshal Hugeaud 
should be dismissed, on accotint of tlic occupation of 
Onchda. As to tlic fate of Ab<lc)*Kndcr, it uas only 
just alluded to in obscure Inngnage. 

'J’hc Trench squadron ancliorcd before Tangner. 
The town contained a numerous garrison, and was 
defended by several batteries mounting 10,5 gnn^, 
served by Sjjanish dc«:crters. Our squadron ^^as 
composed of three mcii-of-war, the Sttjfrai, the 
JemmapC'^f the Tnton; one sailing frigate, the BiKe 
Poule ; three steam frigates the L^ibiador, the 
the Onnoque ; four steam corvette-, the 
Phito, the the Vthce^ ami the Ciirier ; .also 

eleven smaller s^came^^, tlirec ^\ar hrig^, and three 
^to^e-f^hip‘•, in all tu cnty-eiglit ve‘*‘'el«. 

On the (ith of Augn-t, at eight in the moniing', 
the ve‘'’‘ols took n]> their lighting po-ition- without 
rc'^i-lance from the ciieniy, am! the bcaniwnhmnt 
h(gan upon a i-igiial from the Snifren. In an hours 
lime all ibeouier battcriesuerede-^fnHcd ? two worlo 
Iiehl out longer, the battery of the K:i*-b:ih and that 
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of the marine fort, hut the Moors had soon to quit 
their last entrenchments and retire to the to^vn. At 
eleven the fire ceased, the Prince commanding the 
squadron had executed the orders of the Ministry, the 
exterior fortifications were in ruins, the town had 
been respected. 

When tlie work of destruction was performed, the 
squadron went into the Atlantic, passed along the 
coast of Morocco, and, thougli the weatlier was very 
bad, anchored before Mogador on the 11th of August. 
The condition of - the sea would not allow of the 
vessels at once taking up their fighting positions. 
For three days they had to lie at anchor without 
being able to communicate. At last the weather 
cleared up on the 15th. The Suffren, the Jeinmapes, 
and the Triton^ opened fire upon the fortifications amd 
advanced, works. The Belle Poule and the other 
vessels of lighter draught entered the harbour and 
engraffed the batteries of the Marina and those of the 

O <D 

island defending the port. 

At first the Moors made a vigorous repty, but 
gradually slackened and then ceased their fire, being 
crushed by the projectiles from the squadron. The 
batteries fell into ruins, the guns were dismounted, 
and the gunners driven off. 

The island alone held out, being defended with the 
courage of despair by a detachment of three hundred 
and twenty men. The steam- vessels Pluton, Gassendi, 
and Phare, landed five hundred marines, who carried 
the position under a sharp fire and drove the defenders 
out of -their last entrenchments. Next day a landing 
party completed the destruction of the works spared 
by shot. All the guns not d.ismounted were spiked, 
the powder drowned, and all the goods found in the 
custom-house burnt or thrown into the sea. 
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At tills -^eiy time there n letter from the 
Jlarslial to his claujrhter l/onie, dated fioni tlie Oiiod- 
Mnjlade, lOtli duly, 1811, full of great an\ict} foi 
JIadaine Iliigcaiid, who was retiiniing to I'nince 
seriously ill 

llefoic we give the oflicial repoU of the battle ot 
Isl}'', it will be most interesting to giNO an account 
of tins impoitanc event b} M Lfon Koches, neatr 
before made public, and full of mine itc details tint he 
alone could fumisli : — 

CertimU tlie Lnttlc of lalj, from a InctJcnn s j>omt of mc«, jlrH.-* 
groat Itorjoar to tlie httlc amiN engaged and tlie illa^tnons Gtnoral 
A\ho coniinniuled it And jet the ^o^J re«oIntjon tal cn hj JIarsli d 
Ilnge*uul to gj\c hittle is even more vvortlij of ndimrition llns 
assertion requires to be 8upj>or(c<I b\ rotne short evphmtton 

Though there had been several snngimnrj combats Ifctwccn our 
troops and those of the Sloors, the rcsfiimsibilit} for which rcsttil 
upon the I^mpcror of Morocco’s agents, tlie Trcnrh Gov crnniLiit, 
fearing serious compltcations witli Lnglind |ersi«lcd m writing Iwth 
to the Pnnee de JoinviHc, commander of the sqmdron crui«ing in 
^loorish waters, and to j\Iai>hal Bitgcaud that t)ie rrcncli Hig niloit 
not hav mg lioen insulted there was no naaon to dccliro war against 
Slorocco ) 

Hie f mperors son was encouraged bv tlic inaction to wJntli tins 
jK)hlical/aa«oii condemned our B<|iMdron ami armv, and ho contrarv 
to the/rdirsof his father (ns wc nftcrwnnls found, shown bv tint 
sovereign’s letters that I mvsilf dneovored in hn seen tan h tent at 
l8lv)yadvnnced towards Algeria with (he actual intention of tuniing 
lut ov't of Lalln Maghnin Dcciivcd b^ the reports of fin itic j>or?<jn 
ago^ around hill), and jx'rlinjmnfliicnod bv Aldcl Kadtrsagiiils ho 
c^n direil to talk of n jilaii of coiiqucnng the j roviiico of Onn 
/ At the head of a Iirge force of ngulircivnlrv, vvith contii,^ent« 
from all the Ixrl>er and Arab trilio** tlist inlnlit the vast Icrnte rv 
(Xtcmlmg from Tez to Ouehda 3 Iulcv*^TohnninRHl, htir iri^umi' 
tivo of Mulc\ Alrtler Illnman, rniptixr of ^lorocco fouml th 
nuinl>cr of his Kildurs men i«»ng cverv d iv All the (nix's of M<x rs 
nine to take jiart in the war ngunst the’infid 1* ami nimv Ab<riari 
tnl>os pravcil for iho film*'* rf the holv eiitcrjn'c Jlow iinnv 
jrofo'-ions tf devotion du! not the Pnnee rtvcivc even dav fn m 
(he cTiM^ im-i of th «i. who call d llieiii’k.Ivt'^ « tir ajfcx ’ 

Arc* nling to them, what could the httle i rcnch anitv do agaii »! 
fomiidnlle of gvllaut hor^meu Jctl b' th'* Prn-rc if th** 
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Lolit'vcrs. It slioiild be obwrvecl that tbc smallest reverse oxperi- 
('ne.etl by fbe b’roncb would have been a signal for a gcjieral rising of 
all die Arabs in Algeria. In the face of such contingencies, was it 
not rash to risk all njinn the fate of a battle? Would it not have been 
more ju-udont to temporise? Such was the .secret thought of several 
generals whoso courage and p.-itriotisni could certainly not be doubted, 
'riiis was not the Marslnd’.s opinion, lie understood that an oppor- 
tunity ofiered for striking a grand blow, that should have the three- 
fold advantage of putting an end for ever to the ambitious plans of 
the IMoorish sovereigns, consolidating our rule in Algeria, and adding 
a fair jiage to the glorious annals of Franco. 

It was then the great patriot, the great captain, Avrote "to the 
Prince dc Joinville adjuring him not to listen to the advice of persons 
more intere.sfcd in .sparing the feeling.s of a country professing alliance 
with us titan of guarding the honour of France. Me added that he 
could see no difl'oreuce between the flag of France afloat or ashore, 
that the flag ashore had been insulted by the I\lQors, and that the 
sipiadrou and the army ought to avenge this insult, quite away from 
any considerations of policy. In a few days the young jirince 
informed him of the bombardment of Tangier. The i^Iarshal’s 
answer on the 12tb of August, ISIri, was, ‘ Prince, you have drawn 
a bill upon mo, I engage to honour it ; to-morrow I execute 
a manoeuvre that will bring me close to the anny of the Emperor’s 
sou, Avithout his laiowing it, and the day afto’r I shall defeat it.’ 

By the 10th of August the Marshal had in his hands a report I 
had given him containing the most accurate information to be 
obtained as to the situation of the Moorish camp, the roads leading 
to it, the composition of the force, and finally the number of horse 
and foot that composed the army. I have preserved the di'aft of this 
report. 

Rumour raised the number of fighting men to a Inmdred and 
fifty thousand. This AA^as an eiTor. According to my information, 
the accuracy of it being ascertained afterwards, aa’g bad to expect to 
fight six thousand regular horse of the Emperor’s guard, one thou- 
sand to twelve hundred picked footmen of Mnley-jMobammed’s 
guard, and about sixty thousand horse, contingents from the tribes 
in the east of the empire. 

On the 12tb the Marshal bad been occupied in preparing instruc- 
tions for every leader of a corps. He Avas more 'tired than usual, and 
lay down upon his camp-bed immediately after our dinner. • 

In the morning two regiments of cavalry liad joined ns from 
France, and the officers of the Chasseurs d’Afrique and the Spabis 
bad invited all the officers in the camp not engaged on duty to a 
punch party given in honour of the neAV-comers. 

They had contri\'ed a great garden upon the banks of the Isly, 
with its boundaries and paths marked by splendid clumps of oleanders 
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nnd timnnsk# All the fpnccwns Inllnntlv illmmmfcd l\ jniKr 
hiittni*? of difftreiit colours \Ahit i3 tlicrc not to l-cfutmtl ma 
I rcnch camp"^ 

\\ lion nij comrndcs and I bcin^ the Mnrsinl s staff sau nil 
tlicse oOicors of e\cr\ ruik and all amis collccfcil in this j iittiio«qne 
s{>ot, we \(.rs much regretted liw alienee He would have fnm I m 
jt one of tlic occasions lie was n1wa\s setlving of putting 1 ini'^lf into 
direct conitiuimcafion with his conindes tn nrm« Lut he was \er\ 
niiuh tin. 1 and who should \cntiirc to di tiirh his rest * 

Iking less restrained than m\ comridca h\ the rules cf niilitan 
etiquette I undertook the dvitj and ivtnmed to our tents 1 lit 
1 u<uno«3 was to wake our illiistnoits chief Hero were a ftw 
sliarj) words lut he was \tra kind In two words I told him wii\ 
I had done it lie had lain down completeh drc« c 1 and so h id 
Old} to put on his kcj i instead of the notonou« cap witii a tuft tint 
gaa e rise to the f uiioua ni irch ‘ La C isquottc dtt I’Crc Bugtaiid nnd 
wc were ofl He still griitnblul a little on the ua} from his Unt to 
the niipro\i«ed garden for wo had more than lialf a mile t > w ilk 
o^er rough ground with cntnngltmcnts of tint rnjics and lioi^ts 
j itkcta 

'IIicbc little discomforts were soon forgotten Indeed ns soon ns 
ever the ^rnrshnl had entered the | ntici} a) path he was recoil i«c 1 
and siliitcd with acclamations that delighted him acra much 
l^aer}oi c wanted to sec him the generals and 1 it^licr ofTtcers were 
IK t the onU ones who had tl e honour of shaking hands with I im 
At last he reached the jlitform where the puncli was scranl All 
I asent formed a circle round him, the generals nnd coloncN next him 
He ivinarl cd thea was no time to lo e as the\ must n«t m j repiri 
tion for the labours of to morrow nnd the next ih\ 

* '1 ho «la) afti r to morrow, m\ fnenus he callcil out with I is 
strong nnd piiietrating >cucc, * will lic a great dn I giae}onm\ 
wcnl f ir It \\ ith our littk amia, r«00 haaonet*nnd fifierii hundml 
h>n>e I flingciing to attack ll e "MooriBh PniieesarniN whieh aeeorl 
ing to in\ lufinnation nniotinta to nxt\ thousand h r« I slioull 
1* gill if llica wore twK*e or tlmcc oa main f r the more tle\ 
are tin gnatir will Ik. their di ordir an 1 disa ti r I ha\i an arnia 
1 e has ouh a mob I will giae aou a ] nalictif n of whit will Inj jun 
And tlr^t I will txj 1 itn to >ou in\ fomiatn n f r attack f nrrai gc 
m\ link anna lu the of a boars lea I 'i ru quite i n ! r-tai I' 
T he n„ht tu^k is L3^lc^t;^n tie 1 ft lu«k is Lolcau i! mi«I k 
lMi» i r and I am lietwa-cn tl can* ^^ho can fto] our p-n 
tritii,' futx * AI\ fnen 1» we shall rjht the ^lori^h am} a* a 
kiift d butter I haae onh ote fear, tJat thei mi a*tJOj*aic 
d feat an 1 * 'caj'c our 11 jws 

It w uM 1» inip('« lUe to dt-enlK. Ut* rntlu* 
tic Marihals S]Kxch 1 Itaac giain tie Jith of, 
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jioculiiir form of liis words, so well calcnlntcd to fire the soldiers’ 
nerve. 

Next day all the army knew of the 8)ieech at the punch party, 
and making itself one with the soul of its chief, like him had but 
one fear, to sec the !Moor.s cscajic. 

'J'hc JIarshal had sent out foraging parties every day. The 
whole or a part of the cavalry, supjiorted by the infantry, had 
gone out to cut Avheat, liarley, or grass, to feed the hor.ses and 
beasts of burden. The ]\Ioors. who watched u.s, had become used 
to this operation, they sometimes checked it. but conceived no 
susj)icinn of our intentions. On the 1.3th the foraging ivent on as 
usual, but the whole aruu' went out, and at night, instead of 
returning to camp, stayed where it was. Express orders were 
given against ligliting a fire, or even smoking, every hoi:seman held 
his horse by the bridle. 

At one in the morning the whole army marched in most pro- 
found silence towards the ]\roorish camp. At six in the morning 
we had just ascended a hill that separated us from the Oued-Isly, 
when we caught sight of the Moorish camp : why call it camp 
The j\Ioorish camps. They were seven in number, occupying a 
greater space than the circumference of Paris. 

At this sight all the soldiers uttered a formidable hurrah, and 
threw up the canes that had served to support their shelter tents at 
night, and their packs duiing halts by day. This spot obtained the 
name of the Cane-field. The Moors had just begun to leave their 
tents. The alarm was spCedily given. We soon saw them mount- 
ing, and a great many came forward to dispute our crossing 
the river. 

The little French armj' resumed its march in the formation 
directed by the Marshal. After the passage of the Isly, effected 
in perfect order, and without much loss, it advanced through the 
masses of jMoors, who completely suiToimded it. One of our 
Ai’ab horsemen told me it was like a lion surrounded by a thousand 
jackals. 

The IMoors made charges of four or five thousand horsemen 
upon our little battalions. Our foot let them get uatliiu short range, 
and then the volleys of musketry stopped the first rank, and hurled 
it back upon the second, and that threw the rest into disordei*. 

For about two hours these charges were repeated with the 
same ill success, and our little army kept on advancing, wdthout 
the famous tusks, Oenerals Bedeau and Lamoriciere, having to form 
their battalions in square, as the Marshal had oi'dered, in case the 
charges of the Moors had been better led. We may really be said 
to have experienced a rain of bullets, in fact, as the cavalry executed 
their charges in columns of great depth, the fire of the first and 
second ranks alone was slightly effective; all the others were 
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ol Ivtil to fire >n tlip air, nniT I tlo not rxniriJir'to nf all. ulmi 1 
ii\ tint all of in snMiirx, ofli<\r«, ami I'tmraN, \\m* liU, «t 1 \«t 
once, ej'Crit InlJo 

\Micii we mclied the ncirc«t tent'* the Alunlnl (ho 

(iHonler of tlieencnn's ruih** mm ■!•<«, laiKulml Im ( nnlr\, whuli 
he Jnd lufhcrto hept between fhetirH of tin* 1 o ir « h< nl 

A jnrl of the Cln«'»eHra d Afriqtic, the ‘'|‘‘ihi’« <m<l tin in\ilr^ 
rc^'miciita, tint nrn\o(I twodav** liifon. iimlcr (’4»Ii>ii(| \ ii-til ntnl 
Co^oTiiVra’rtn'i imaged the Moornh camp ami U>oh nil tlmr^Mim*, 
fourteen pieces Tliirc wi8ft\er\ slurp li,»ht rmiiul the 
Pnna's lent, nml onr infnntT} commt; iij> imnphtcd lh« rout «if 
this minioinc arni), tint the .^^n^shnl lint! rii*!>tl} ealKiI n iiioli 
I do not tell >ou of the c\ph it < f Colotul Morm, v\lio, puiwunift 
the fiigitn cs inorL than four mtha from Ish . foniid liinux If iill at oiico 
turroiinilcd h} SIX tlioinnnd horsemen lli iiianngMl to kn p tin in 
at a distance with his five htiiidnd Cha^wurs hv the | iwir if 
loolness and coungc; hut it took the Marshals Iitn rx to sis 
and luiderstaiid the danger of the sitmition, and npiir this r ishiu s' 
At list, h^ noon, the Marshal tmnh Ins (titnuico into tin iiingni 
tiant lent of the Lniperora eon, and we wi re x rv gl id to nwid) iw 
the fta and cakes pptpirod that monuiig for the nnhnkv I*riiiM 
^^o had kiiicd or tahxi priMoicie twilvo or tifiun hiiodrui 
Moors, witliout counting' the dtad and woiindnl who hid Ihxi 
carried off h) their comrades Me had taken rnor< than « timin' md 
tcnt«, all the artillery, a great rjiiantit} of nrins of all I linls i" viral 
stniuiards and an inmiensf l*oot}. WohaiionI) two liiinilriil niid 
fiftv men iCilletl and wotindtd 

As for me, I imd made the most inniorlnnt priw*, loinulv, a 
cnaktt containing all the jKihtital torn-jKinili ikc Istwno lli' 
Kmimror and liis son \Vt ahalJ have otcni'ioti to rmir to thu 
interesting corfesfwridcnnc 

A few more wonls ujimi the ton«xjtunc<« of th* I iitlli ^M^hr 
lUiaman’a sou U.mfi<d hy thw W<imW uw'l nUmu'fwl »lil 

iiot 6t )ji till h‘ n ached 'ih'Xi, and tla Marrlml pnini' <1 to p'lrjni' 
htni there At I'a*f. we spriad ihonjioit h) < ur i nil»» iro" ifs 
iTctutd orders from hisfathr to md' tvoiir to rtii) ihcMwr/h^l* 
march, hv niiling proj»'>»iIs of j» i»-< to him .Vixi di) fwoilo 
Uarers of an luifjrnnl hft/r,r«fl»hMl ix 

As It was mj dnfv, wlnn raHifmi/nlng, ti fake sJI AtMfi 
I hid ft much r»tn rmiif rtilh hot thio^ tie 
and ih^* '^^ah'rn^fan t}ji/f« v ho nio ti vi'it ion 't 

ih' n fir t. ^ 

'ih'rel rf''iijr(d tljc two ifo'ruh thh^ f *4 ^ 

that I J(''t fh^'m nr ]<r a nfifary iiojj«"hii rf drr'i •'/ 

■v'f till bn u*a)l- to rtjp |h' M«r»hala (oar'h I' H ^ 

hn w», h w.xr, t’st w had r-'d ij rt m '/'** 
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Folflici'h. wlio ]in<l been sustained by the excitement of expecting 
a girat event, began to drop under tlio violent lieat and fatigues 
of tliis hard camj)nign, Nearly two liundrcd sick a-day went into 
bos])ital. 

After a lot of discussion, and going and coming between my 
tent and tbc Marsbal’s, J told my Moorish chiefs that the King of 
bkanee’s Khalifa, as I called the IVlarshal in treating •with Arabs 
in Algeria, would consent to receive them. 

"When tlicy entered the i\lnr.<liars tent, I still made them wait 
for his coming, and one of them asked me, ‘When are you going 
to take us to the Khalifa’s tent?’ 

I told him, ‘ You are in it.’ And they coiild not believe me, 
when they saw how simply the great chief lived. 

The Marshal came in. They saluted him with a bearing that 
was at once humble and noble. The question of an armistice was 
discussed. 'J’hc bases were settled ; and at the end of the audience 
I told the hlarshal, with the consent of the chiefs, how* surprised 
they were at the })laii\ncss of the tent. 

This is the Jrarshal's actual reply : — 

‘ You may tell your Prince that he need not be ashamed of 
losing the battle of Isly, for he is young and inexperienced, and 
has never been to war, and had for his adversary an old soldier, 
grown grey in fighting. Tell him that in w*ar it is ahvays necessary 
to provide for defeat, and that therefore a man should never 
encumber himself with articles of luxury and comfort, that may 
serve as trophies to the enemy, if they conquer. 

‘ If Prince hfuley-Jlohammed had taken my camif, he -w’ould 
have had nothing to boast of in the captured tent of one of the 
King of France’s khalifas. May my experience be of service to 
him.’ 

I have subsequently been reminded of these gi’ave and kindly 
words by more than one hloorisb chief. 


The day after the battle, 17th August, 1844, the 
]\Iarshal sent the follotving despatch : — 

To THE Marshal Duke of Da£matia, War-Minister. 

Bivouac near Coudiat, Ahder-lilianian, 
nth August, 1814. 

Sir, — The Emperor Muley-Abder-Rhaman’s son did not reply 
to the letter I sent him after his kind of summons to me to evacuate 
Lalla-hlaghrnia if "we wanted peace. His army wuis being daily in- 
creased by fresh cotitingents, and his pride rose with his numbers. 
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In the ‘Moorish cimp there wns free t>Ik of tikincr TIcmcon 
Oran, Miiscara and even Algiers Xt a real cru«nde to ro<»fore 
tlic affaiis of I^laIn Tlie\ thought we slionld I)e ninlle f«) 
sneh a large collection of the most famous ca\ahcr3 m the Alixjri-'h 
empire, and were onl\ dcla>ing their ntlicl upon ii^ till the nrn\al 
of infiuitr\ contingents of the Beni ‘'enas«cn and from Hit win 
were to assail us from the inonntnins abo\t Hall i 'Ma^'Iimn wlnl 
we were surrounded h\ hordes of ca\alr\ upon tht ilain 

Bclniul me minds had been already disturlfcd h\ the nine diva 
of uiiceitaiiitN that had elapsed The enemy hail aln id\ nttncl e 1 
me twice in the combats of Rjcniaa Gliazuimt and the g H)d\MlI of 
the tril)es y\as read} to yani-'li Two rccoiuuiis^antTs lnd come 
within musl ct shot of Lalla-3Iaghrnia, and had nftatkod our 
nd\ meed posts 

Any longer doubt as to our jioyacr or will to fight the oppfinonf>* 
bcfoic Us might haye pmyolcd rcaolt l>thmd ii’ and tint iinle 
poinUutlj of other difhcultioa, would ha\c }rt%ented the siipj Iv f 
]>rovHiona to the Arm} of the Meat In such excc-sivc licit I 
should lia \0 preferred to receixc battle rather than to tiiaki iiti 
attack upon an enemy at eight kagucs’ distance hut the djngirs 
of a longer delay dKidcd me to take the iiiitinti\i 

General Bodoau ha\mg joiikkI me on the 12t!) with throe 
lattihons and six squadrons I nd\anccd on the Idth at thrx-c 
in the afternoon feigning to l>c a grand foraging pirty so that the 
oncniy might not find out that it yvas a red oninsivo moyoinciit 
At nightfall the foragers rojomoil (he column, and we cncamjiotl m 
order of 'march in silence, and without fire At two m the morn 
ing I moved again 

I cros«!ed the Isly a first time at da} break without mcvlmg an 
enemy \\ htn we rcnchcd the hills of Djarf el Akhdar, at eight m 
the morning, wo saw all the Jloorish cimps still in place, extiinling 
o\cr tiic hills on the right hank All thtir cuvalr} had ad\aiiccd fa 
attack us ns we again cro«scd the h'er In the middle tf n gr\at 
ma®^ on the highest spot, we could cloariy sec the otlendants on the 
1 iiij'erors son, his standards, niid Ins parasnl the sign of c-inimand 
'Ibis was the jonit I gave to the directing hittahon of my 
fihcllontd formation AMien we got there, wc ascri. to turn to 
the right and ndsaiiec uj)on the cnmi«s holding the top o'* the 
hills With the kft fjce of inv re-ersc square AH the heads <f 
tic sanuus dlM^loIls rf niy I illlc fonnation were near me, I 
qnitkl} ga\e thtm tlnir lll'■l^ll lions, and after a fisc <r six 
Jumutes* halt, Wl wont down to Un. ford at tlio sinijk qtncl 
iinrth nml with hands {Using 

V nnmlcrof hnrsiimn ihfuided tie crossing, fl»e\ ssere dnsni 
otT 1 \ ms infrtutrs sknm-lnrs ssith j<t me 1 » on I'^th n 1 e »• d I 
soon riaehfjl the {lain irnmnltauTs Uiicath the higl)e#t kiol, 
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the Emperor’s son was posted- I turned the fire of my four field- 
guns upon it, and a great disturbance immediately took place. 

At this moment immense masses of cavalry came from behind 
the hills on both sides, and assailed both my flanks and rear at once. 
I had need of all the finuness of my infantry ; not a man showed 
signs of weakness. Our skirmishers, only fifty paces from the 
squares, awaited these multitudes with perfect firmness, not giving 
back a step : they had orders to lie down, if the charge reached 
them, so as not to impede the fire of the squares. The artillery was 
firing grape in the line of the dead angles of the squares. 

The enemy’s masses were stopped, and began to waver. I 
hastened their retreat and increased their disorder by turning upon 
them the four field-guns that were leading the formation. - As soon 
as T saw that the enemy’s attempt u])on my flanks had failed, I con- 
tinued jny forward march, the "reat knob was carried, and the change 
of direction towards the camps was effected. 

As the enemy’s cavalry was divided by their own movements, 
and by my march cutting them in two, I thought that the time had 
come to send my own out upon the key of the position, to my idea the 
cam]), that I supposed to be defended by infantry and artillery. I 
ordered Colonel Tartas to 6chelon his nineteen squadrons by the left, 
so that his last Echelon should rest upon the right bank of the Isly. 

Colonel Y usnf led the first (ichclon, composed of six squadrons 
of Spahis, very closely supported by three squadrons of the 4th 
Chasseurs, 

Colonel Yusuf cut down a number of horsemen, and entered 
the immense camp, after receiving several discharges of artillery. 
He found it full of cavalry and infantry, who disputed the ground 
foot by foot ; the reserve, three squadrons of Chasseurs, came up : 
a fresh impulse was given, the guns were taken, and the camp 
captured. 

It was covered with the bodies of men and horses. All the artil- 
lery, all the magazines of warlike stores and provisions; the Prince’s 
tents, the tents of all the chiefs, the shops of the numerous trades- 
men that accompanied the army, everything remained in our power. 
But this fine episode had cost us dear ; four officers of Spahis and 
fifteen Spahis and Chasseurs had lost their lives, and maiw more 
were wounded. 

Meanwhile, Colonel Mon-is, commanding the second and third 
Echelons, seeing a great mass of cavalry again collecting upon my 
right wing, crossed the Isly to fnistrate this charge by attacking the 
enemy’s right flank. The attack irpon our infantry failed like the . 
others, but Colonel hlorris had to sustain a most unequal conflict. 

Hot being able to retire without risking a defeat, he determined 
to fight hard till help caine. This contest lasted more than ])alf-an- 
hour ; his six squadrons were successively engaged, and several times • 
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our CliflB'CUM pcrformcc] pro<hf»iM of \tlour, tlirco hnndrctl lior«o. 
men, IlerlK'p*, or Alid^ Bophnn, fell nndLr their Mo;vs 

At Ia«t, Genera! iVd m, comnimding tlio nglil wing #aw tin. 
great danger the 2i«l Cha'i^cnra were encountering and detached the 
liattalion of Zoiiaacs a battalion of the loth Light, and tlio mntli 
biitalion of tlio Chn«eetir» d Orleans to nttich the enema from the 
hills 'J liH movement d'^nltd his retreat. 

Then Colonel ^lorris rcsnmoil the oiTensia o, and executed seaernl 
■^Bticcc'sful charges along the gorge ovliere the enema was rctinng 
'1 his epi'vwlo is one of the most exciting of the dav ffoO Chas 
't^urs of the 2nd fighting 6000 of the enemy a hor^e Laerv 

Chasseur hrmight bach a trophv of this engagement one n 

standard, anotlicr a hor^e another a aacapon, or some portion of 
equipment 

iho infantry had speeddv followed the first fchelon of caanlra 
into the camp, the enemy had ralliwl in a great mass mwii the kft 
I nnh of the Isla, and secmetl inclinc4l to refako the camp Ihe m 
fantry and artillery crosscil it raj idly , the artillery aaeiit mlo action 
U|XMi the right 1 anh and tlircva grajic upon this immens’ concourse 
of horwmen collecting from caery aide Then the mfantra crossed 
the nacr, covertd by the fire of the guns, the ''pains forimd Imt, 
ami aaert cln«cla followed ba the three squadrons of the 4th Ilegi 
nicnt of Chasseurs and the fourth fchelon comp se 1 of two 
squadrons of the 1st Ilegnnent of Chasseurs and two sjuadrons 
of the 2nd Ilegiment of Hu««are under Colonel Gagnon 

'Iho Spains, seeing they had pood supjHirt of l>oth caaalra an I 
mfintn, rvcommcnceil tho attack, the enemy at as pti«hcd hard f »r 
a longue and tlitir rout was complete 'Ihca retired pirtla ba the 
road to 'Ihnxa pirtla by tlit salleas leading to the mountains of 
the IV-in S;na?scm 

It was tioa% noon (he heat asas great, and (he troojw of all arms 
a era tifid Ihere w a« no more artillery or baggage to cajiure for 
It w IB all taken So I checkci! Uic } ursmt and I roiight oil the 
tfKOjvslacl to the ^ull in s ninp 

(‘olonci Yusuf hail cau«e«l the tent of the Lnipcrors ecu to L 
kept f r me In it a\tn. j liee<l ftandanis taken from the ci < ma to 
the nuiiilar of fi,,li(een the<I \in guiia the Prinixs pir ik I of eotii» 
man 1, and a numlj^r of oth r tn [ hies of the daa 

'111" "Moof* left at 1 a»t SOO dLad ujion the fi'l 1 of I'lttl almost 
all cavalra , th infantry wen; f » iti number, and mo»tla e'capnl us 
tlmiiuh the rasinfs q In. anna al«o lost nil its store*, and nni«t 
base ha I IG^Xl or 2'VKMsoundal 

Our lx* was f ur ofTi'nr* kilN! ten more vroun let! twitta 
three ijj i tv mmif'io jotl oT-Trs and s 1 hers kiP'ol an 1 e^htv s x 
wo'^nl th 

In the <' 5 «ir a tl*e wb S army tlie batil of I»U is the 

\ou n * K 
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consecration ofonr conquest of Algeria; and it' cannot fail to 
accelerate the conclusion of our disputes wdtli tlie 'empire of 
I\Iorocco. 

I cannot give too mucli praise to the hehaviour of all arms 
in this action, once more a proof of the power of organization and 
tactics over masses that have only the advantage of numbers. On 
all the faces of the great lozenge formed of battalion squares, the 
infantry displayed imperturbable coolness. The four angle battalions 
■were in turn attacked by 3000 or 4000 horse at once, and nothing 
.shook them for a moment ; the guns advanced before the squares 
to fire grape at shorter range ; the cavalry, when the moment came, 
darted out with irresistible impetuosity, and overthrew everything 
before them. 

According to the reports of the prisoners, and Arabs who had 
seen tlic enemy’s camps, the number of his horse cannot be taken 
at less than 45,000. They displayed great audacit}’-, hut the 
confusion made their efforts incifectual ; tlie bravest came to get 
killed at point-blank range. For a good performance, they only 
wanted the power of union, and a well-organized infantry to support 
the movement. 

With a government like theirs, it will require many ages to ‘ 
bring tliem up to the condition requisite for success in battle. 

I cannot tmdertake to enumerate all the brilliant performances 
thiit marked this day ; hut shall not forego the pleasure of .mention- 
ing the names of soldiers of every rank that were most distin- 
guished. 

I was most perfectly seconded by Lieutenant-general de 
Lamoricifire in the management of this battle, lasting four hours : 
b)' General Bedeau, commanding the right column ; by Colonel 
Pelissier, commanding the left column ; by Colonel Cavaignac of 
the 32nd, commanding the head of the centre column ; by Colonel 
Gachot of the 3rd Light, commanding the rear-guard ; by Colonel 
Tartas, commanding all the cavalry ; by Colonel Yusuf, who 
highly distinguished himself in command of the nine squadrons 
forming the first Echelon of the cavalry; and by Colonel Morris,* 
who maintained the fight upon the right bank of the Isly I have 


* Moms, Louis- Michel, born 17th of October, 1803, entered the military school 
of Saiiit-Cyr in 1821. Entered the cavalry, went to Algeria in 1837 in the 
Chasseui-s d’Afrique, and became Lieutenant-colonel and Colonel (1843). He was 
several times mentioned in general orders for his gallantry, especially at the affairs 
of Graba and Kammis, the capture of Abdel-Kader’s smalali, and the battle of' 
Isly. He became Marechal-de-camp in 1847 and General of Division in 1851 ; he 
commanded a cavalry division in the Crimea ; he also was engaged in the campaign 
in Italy in 1859. General Morris died in 1867. This intrepid soldier was greatly 
valued by Marshal Bugeaud, and no less by the Emperor, Napoleon III. His twb 
sons are now officers. ' 
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described Cipfam Bonami commnndmg mj sixteen guns, directed 
hia fire very judiciouslj , 'ind did me great service 

On the general staff I ^oidd tnentiou iny aide-de-camp^ Colonel 
EMiird, Lieutenant colonel de Crenz Chefs de Escadron de 
Goujon and de Martimprcy, Colonel Toy, doing duty as my 
orderly officer , Commandant CaiIlo> who performed the same duty 
for General Bedeau, Captains de Courson Espivent de Cisse\, 
Trochu, my chief interpreter, M L6on lloches, avho distinguishes 
himself on every occasion of var, being naturally adapted for it, 
lastlj, the chief douair, Kaid Mohammed Ben Kaddour, attached to 
my person, who captured a standard (Ihen follows a list of the 
officers and sohhers mentioned in the order of the da> ) 

Receive, dLc , 

BuanALD 

A lettor, -wiitten from Blidali by Commandant 
Samt-Amaud on the 28th of August, to Ins brother, 
shons the army’s confidence m the Mtr&hil 

You probably have more particulars than I of th» leally 
slvilful battle the Marshal fought against the Moors on tlie 14th 
and beat them, as he will heat all, Moors or any others who come 
and match themselves wath him His dispositions wore adminlle 
and I will describe them gro$so modo so that you may uiideretand 
them A gieat square of twelve battalions, two battalions in 
reserve, these battalions in close order so as to be able to form small 
detached squares in Echelon at sixty paces distance the Slorshal 
and Ills stafi behind the first battalion, the guns behind him ready 
to fire when wanted through the openings between battalions the 
eualiy right and left inside able to get out and charge throuijh 
the openings In the centre ot all the baggage, the ambulance, and 
the two reserve battalions In this, splendul Egyptian formation 
the Marshal crossed the Isly, and his little army w is iminediatelv 
attacled, and surrounded by a cloud of horsemen whirling roind 
these formidable squares and meeting with a inost active fire Tims 
tliey circulated round the army Then the Maishal launched 
Jlorris and Ins squadrons on tlie right Moms charged most 
vigorously, and fell uixm three or four thousand Kabjies He 
formed Ins squadrons in square, and sent to tell the Slarshal who 
despatched the two reser\c battalions, then be charged again and 
oatrthrew everjtiung The Spahis were surround^ by twentj 
thousand horae, and were not to be seen for Inlf an hour '\\ hat 
courage, what perseverance, must have been necessary to perforate 
this mas«, and put them to flight' It was done, but there were 
some losacg of brave men You know the rest, and the re nits It 
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irt a brilHnnf aiul glorious ncrion, nn«l will raise us in Europe. The 
■Mar.riial has shown what he could do in a great war, and the 
army’s coididcncc in him is unbounded. 

Sepfemher, ISdd. 

Alway.s fiplendid in his simplicity and ability, he gives the 
account of hi.s most «'om))lcfc victory', so well won, so cleverly 
prepared for, JIc iuul not a moment's doubt of success, though 
Lamoricihre sometimes di.splaycd anxiety. 

'j’lic! IMnr.diid is really' an indescribable man, interested in 
everything, talking of everything well and animatedly', and 
esp'ciaily with rcmarlcablc cleverness and good sense, and witli all 
(his, illiterate, not able to explain a Latin saying or proverb, but fit 
for everytbiug, and carved out of a block of granite. 

An cyc-witnc.s.s Jnfe]}' told ns a little-known event 
that occin’fcd two chiys tifter the battle of Isly : — 

The djiy after tlie battle, when we had ovcrtluwA'n the iMoorish 
Em])oror’s .son, ^lar.shal Bugcaud was uneasy' at the presence of 
Ahdel-lvadcr, reported to he a da}'’s march on our flank. 

Yusuf on'ered to obtain exact information about the Emir. 
i\rarshal Bugoaud having perfect confidence in the sagacity' and 
boldness of bis chief of native cavalry gave him carte hlanche. 

In the evening Yusuf chose out a hundred of the best soldiers 
of his regiment. He dressed the Spahis as IMoors — in spoils 
enptured the day before — with a pointed head-dress, a long gun and 
bayonet, and black burnous ; the illusion was complete. About 
eleven o’clock on a night so dark that it seemed made for his 
imrpo’se, he started for the mountains at the- head of his band of 
condotticri. - ■ - 

After going four or five leagues through a hilly' country', the 
scouts sent forward cainc n])on a post of Arabs upon reconnoissance 
like themselves. When these housemen saw the armed shadows, 
but dimly seen by the light of just breaking day, they approached 
our Spahis without suspicion. 

But when they found out their mistake and tried to escape, 
Yusuf, coming up at a gallop with the strength of his troop, 
surrounded them, killed some men who tripd to resist', and made 
prisoners of the rest. Then one among them, who seemed to he 
their leader, was immediately questioned and searched, when, who did 
ho turn out to be? None other than the Krodja, the private secretary 
of Alidcl-Kader, the hearer of his official seal and valuable letters, 
giving the much-desired information as to the Emir’s march and 
designs. 

I leave the Marshal’s demonstrative delight to he imagined 
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^lien Yusiif came Itack to camp about seven in the morning and 
gave an nccoxmt of his interesting expedition/ 

Tlie author of thib account also added, that no 
one was so fit as Yusuf for these acts of daring and 
audacious enterprises. Under the first empire he 
would have been the rival of Murat, or Lasalle. 
While our great struggle Avith Abdel-Kader was 
going on, he had no rival. Marshal Biigeaud and 
General Lamoriciere were his noble patrons, they 
knew how to obtain invaluable services from this 
able and brave man of war. Piiring the hard 
campaign in the winter of 1842, -^iien ve may be 
said to have been blockaded at Mascara, Yusuf 
became the good genius of our little army. Ifi an 
attack was in preparation against the formidable 
tribes, that enclosed us on every side, Yusuf, on foot, 
up to liis knees in snow, followed by a few picked 
men, spent the night in scouting, and did not return 
till morning, with full knowledge of the enemy’s 
position, and the value of his fire. 

The effects of the battle of Isly were considerable, 
both in France and Europe; this time the King’s 
Government understood that they had acted wisely in 
confiding to the Marshal the duty of protecting tlieir 
honour, and sole judgment in military questions. 
King Louis - Pliilippe conferred the title of Duke 
d’Isly upon the conqueror of the Moorish army, and 
addressed him as follows ; — 

TheIving to Marshal BucEAUo. 

Z'^th Avguit, 18-1-f. 

Dear ^lAiisiUL.-^It is with great emotion that I con- 
gratnlate you upon tlic brilliant exploits jon lJa^e added to all tbo'ie 
that have honoured our flag. Your noble resolution to ghe battle 
ftt Isly, with an army gg dj'sproportioned to that jou attached 
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metropolis, lias been excited by the extraordinary increase of the 
exportation of our woven fabrics to the interior of Africa; an 
exportation that cannot but increase by the new trade routes that 
we count upon opening out through the .little desert. 

So our cause is now before the public mind. It wiU every day 
be more influential, through the valour and labours of the army, the . 
acti\dty and coimageous perseverance of -tlie colonists, and especially 
the intelligent care of the Government. 

Maeshau Duke d’Isly. 

This was the proclamation with which the con- 
queror of Isly announced his impatiently expected 
return to the colony, after his triumphal journey of 
five months in France. 

The two unfortunate events alluded to in the 
general order were the explosion of the powder- 
magazine at Algiers and the surprise of Sidi-bel- 
Abhes. 

On Saturday the 8th of March, at ten o’clock in 
the evening, two loud exifiosions, followed by succes- 
sive detonations, were heard from the dockyard 
buildmgs. The lodgings of the Commandant of • 
artillery, and of the artillery and engineer artificers, 
the houses of the Naval Commissioner, and of the 
Harbour-master, had been blown away. The military 
storekeeper, the armourer sergeant-major, his wife 
and child, 43 artillery artisans, 31 sappers, 10 guimers, 
and 2 workmen, had been killed, and there were 30 
womided. Only one non-commissioned officer, who 
was clever enough to take refuge in a casemate at the 
first explosion, was saved. 

There was also the loss to be lamented of the 
Commandant of artillery, Palard, and the Harbour- 
master’s wife, Madame Segretier. 

• 

We find an account of the surprise of Sidi-bel- Abbes 
in the Echo dJOran, of the 1st and 8th of Feb., 1845. 
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The fort of Sidi hel Abhfes, eighteen leagues south of Oran, 
Inlf u BN between 3Iascara and Tlemceu, is composed of a redoubt 
and an entreuched camp, a battalion of the Gth Ime regiment is 
jx)sted there, and ta\o squadrons of Spahis 

On the Slst of January, m the morning Commanding officer 
Vmoy had gone with his cavalrj to a neighbouimg tribe, from 
whom some cattle hod been stolen About ten ocloch, that is to 
saj , the soldiers meal time, some Arabs, to the number of about 
Bi\t\, arrived at the entrance of the camp with some children in 
front of them Most of them earned travellers staves , no weapons 
were Msible They attended to present a petition to the Comniaii 
dant The sentry allowed the foremost of them to enter, and soon, 
distiaisting tlie mien of these visitors, he endeavoured to stop the 
rest, and was laid dead on the spot by a pistol shot The 
report was the signal for attack all these fanatics rushed into 
the camp, pulled hidden weapons from under their garments, and 
attacked our soldiers quite unexpectedly The Commandant s house 
was attacked, the orderly killed at the door Our soldiers rushed 
for their arms threw themselves on the Arabs who attempted to 
escape, the exit was already guarded , all that had entered were put 
to death, and fiftj eight bodies were found Tins hand to hand 
fight, with men determined to sacrifice their lives, cost us dear, our 
1 lUed and w onrded amount to more than thirty 

A cannon shot informed Commandant Vmoy He brought 
back to the camp the douare of the men that had been killed, con> 
taming only the women, children, old men, and cattle 

Although the event at Sidi-hel- Abbes was less 
murderous than the accident to the powder-magazine 
at Algiers, it had a much more grave significance 
It taught us that the religious fanaticism of the Arabs 
had only been momentarily stifled by the boldness 
and number tbe military expeditions mcessantly 
perse\ ered m, for four years, by the llarshal and his 
lieutenants This attack, in open peace, by sixty 
fanatics, sacrificing their li\es in the attempt to 
capture a blockhouse was a symptom, the gravity of 
which could not fail to be appreciated by Marshal 
Bugcaud Landing on the 25th of JIarch he deter- 
mined to show himself almost immediately'^ in the 
"West, and proceeded tliitlier on the 31st He made 
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leagues from the sea ? Far from it, ive regulate them, 
we take care of their interests, their religion, and their 
law. We make them weirs, roads, and bridges, and 
we war not except against highway robbers. Again, 
it is the tribes themselves that arrest them, not our 
soldiers.’ 

The letter to Colonel Saint- Arnaud fi’om the 
Marshal which we now give is most instructive. Be- 
sides giving some mformation as to events of the 
war, it contains the priuciples of war as applied by 
the great soldier to his struggle with the Arabs m a 
short and striking form. 

Algiers, 24:t7i April, 1845. 

My Dear Saint- Arnaud, — As it is the Beni-Hidja who have 
made two attacks upon our little camp in front of Tenes, I have 
reason to fear that the insurrection will spread through all the eastern 
mountains, and am taking measures in consequence. I suspend my 
movement to the east of Algiers ; and I send off a battalion of the 
64th from hlilianah to join you with a convoy of flour. This bat- 
talion and the 600 men of the African battalion are to remain under 
your orders until perfect peace is restored around you, in all your 
subdivision and all the Dahra. So you will have seven battalions, 
and I hope you will he able to march with five at least, six would he 
better, so as not to incur the appearance of a failure that might 
increase our enemy's presumption. 

Do not trouble yourself with the left bank, there are symptoms 
of a revolt there as I hear from Milianah. I shall go thither on the 
3rd with a column large enough to make the Ouarensenis repent of 
its attempts. I shall also be in a position to operate from there 
against the Beni-Perah and Zatima. This is a moment of crisis to 
pass, and I hope it will turn to the benefit of our rule. 

But for that purpose we must strike very hard upon the insur- 
gents, and secure the disarmament and capture of horses as much as 
possible. 

The Beni-Hidja tribe deserve the most severe and most exemp- 
lary punishment. You must perseveringl}’^ hang on to them like a 
plague. Deprive them of aU their harvests, cut down their fruit- 
trees of all kinds ; they must be ruined for a long time, unless they 
consent to give up their guns, and horses, and a large war con- 
tribution. 

General de Bourjolly will not be able to remain long in the 
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Dahri, tecaxise lie will lie obliged to go and watcli tbe conntrj on 
the Mina from sery close But he may, on liis A\a} back if neces 
ear) , search the eneni} a country after he has taken np plenty of food 
at Tenfes or OrMansville I am tenting to him to this effect If it 
was necessary, you could go with him into the Dahra for a few days 
Act m concert wnth him to establish our authority firmlj m this 
country It has not sufficiently felt the weight of our arms, and 
must now be made to fed it severely 

I send Staff captain Lepasset to take the place of the unlucky 
Beatrix He is a clever man, and can speak, read, and write Arabic 
I recommend him especially to you 

Now, I want to speak to yon of this incon>ement camp in front 
of Ten^s, on the other side of the gorge J do not know who is the 
author Is it Cavaigmc or ClaparSde^ ^^hoever it is I bhmo 
him verj much It is such posts, established unnecessarilj and 
against all the principles I have so often explained to jou, that bnng 
reverses It js \eiy fortunate that the disaster was not greater I 
had never heard anj thing about this camp, not a word has ever 
been said to me about it in any report I tliougbt that- it was only 
a movable camp of the working parlies and even in that case would 
It not have been much better to let the troops come back to the town 
every evening when the work was only a league awa> I have 
given orders that it is not to be abandoned at this moment, as that 
would produce a bad moral effect , but it must be abandoned with 
out scruple when you are acting vigorously against the Beni Huljn 
If It was indispensable, for the road and the water channel works, 
as I can hardly believe you might leave it till the w ork is done After 
that It must be withdrawn, and this decision will not be reversed 
If you keep It, even for a time, it must be impregnable 'Without 
this post there would probably have only been an insurrection in the 
ojien, the enemywould not havedircd to attack Tenc«, as they have 
not done so, though our force is divided This detacliment of fifty 
or sixty men tempted the devil , it was the proper time to retire it 
when Claparbde came out wuth the mo«t av ailable force? Tins 
mama for scattering the forces and making them immovable must be 
most inveteratelv fixed in men s minds for them still to f< How it so 
often, against our numerous wnlten and spolen words npiidiating 
the system 

Let me know the position of affairs as often ns possible by Tents 
and by IMilianab We must tale advantage of tbe opportunitv by 
forming a little territory round Tents at the expense of the triln? or 
portions of tribes that have joined m the revolt Take everything 
that 13 convenient to us, and have the deprived ones compensated 
b\ the rest of the tribes W e mu'-t act as conquerors and masters 
V<e vtctisl 

A thousand devotions and affections 
(taigned) Marshal 
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— Spare the inap:aranps of Orlfsansville ns much ns possible ; 
viouiiil the coluinnB nt Teuiis as far as may ]>c so as to avoid carriage 
from one jioint to another. 

When there 'Wtts an opportunit y to do the work in 
])eivon, tlie i^rarshal was not llie man to waste time in 
i)arreii ])olci'nics. After making- a diversion to Cker- 
clicll l)y sea on the 2r)ih, lie started on the 3rd 
of ]May by land, passing ])y i\riliana]i at the licad of 
tlie ex])cditionary column for the Dahra. The Duke 
de Montpensler was with him. 

The operations were constantlyim])eded by frightful 
weather. In the Ouarensenis the i\[arshal kept moving 
about under torrents of rain, almost without result. 
The insurgents, who had known him long ago, 
avoided engaging him, and preferred to fall upon his 
lieutenant, Saint-Arnaud, o})eratiug separate!}' with a 
weaker column. The Marshal never encountered the 
mass of the enemy, and onty obtained hicomplete 
submission, sometimes onl}’- pretended. 

From the 4th to the 25tli of May there was very 
little’ but an attack upon the rear-guard by an 
insurgent chief, Omar-ben-Ismail, on the 13th. The 
attack -^vas repulsed by Colonel Renault, of the 6th 
Light. The Marshal sent oif the available cavalry, 
and they killed about a dozen men, and carried off 
a small number of cattle for these wars, 300 head.' 
On the 26th of May and the 1st of June the column 
made two more important razzias. 

All the honour of this spring campaign belongs to 
Colonel Saint-Arnaud, who acted on his own rielit 
bank of the Chelif with four battalions, while the 
Marshal was manoeuvring upon the left bank with 
eleven battalions. Colonel Saint-Arnaud, havuio* 
information that a large gathering had been formed, 
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under the gUKhnce of the Sheiif, who prompted the 
re\olt, had gone to tlie T\est of Ten^s On the 21st 
of May, at daybreak, Lieutenant colonel Bisson of the 
53rd, having iiio\ed during the night, cained the 
^eiy stiong position held by the insurgents, 150 
Arabs weie killed on the spot The same day 
Colonel Samt Arnaud caught them agam, and kil]ed200 
men The Sherifs standard was taken in the action 

Samt Amauds own account of this m his 
letters is — 

T\%o Lnlliant affaira razzii upon the Beni llezroug in the 
night of the 20th when I 1 illed loO Ivabyles and tool 3000 
head of cattle The 8nme day at three in tl e afternoon I was attaci ed 
hy more than 1200 Kabjlea led by the three sherifs in person 
mth their four standards I surrounded the enemy b) a tt m 
mg mo\emeut of cavalry and threw them back upon a ravine 
vhere the 63rd was awaiting them It was a real little battle 
■^e manceuvred as coolly as if we were on tie Champ de Mors 
The enemy left more than 200 corpses I had only seven wounded 
Took a standard and a great many musl ets 

The blow wis heavy, and Bou Maza disappeared 
for the moment Our columns of Moataganem, 
Orli^ansaulle and Tencs, imitating his tactics, ceased 
to pursue him personally, and turned against the tribes 
that had supported him The Shenf fled up the 
Oued Riou, closely pressed by our agin, Hadj Ahmed, 
who killed all his compamons except two horsemen, 
captured his horses, his standard, two mules laden 
mth powder and silver Bou Maza took his revenge 
upon Hadj Ahmed m the month of Jul} following, hy 
coming and killing him in the middle of his son’s 
nuptial piocession , all the weddmg party were c.irned 
off in a razzia 

As to the Prencli, they did not see i\rohainmed 
ben Abdallah reappear till September in the con\ 
mencement of the great insurrection As Colonel 

^ OL H 31 
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tliem tliree times, tlirougli subject natives, of the 
danger they were exposing tliemselves and tbeir 
families to. At last lie told them that be must 
‘ warm tbem, that the fuel was ready, and that be 
must mabe an end. After many delays nigbt came. 
Faggots were thrown to tbe moutb of tbe cave from 
tbe rocks above ; some time afterwards fire was 
thrown over in tbe same way. At one in tbe morn- 
ing Colonel Pebssier, whose chief wish was to 
frighten them, ordered the fire to be extinguished. 
It was too late, the catastrojihe was complete,. and 
more than 500 human beings had perished by 
suffocation. 

The excitement in France and Algeria produced 
by this fatal event was immense. Perhaps the 
Marshal-governor was the person most grieved ; and 
it is but justice to him to say that he did not hesitate 
a moment m upholdmg his heutenant, and taking 
the whole responsibility ujion his own person. This 
he did with great animation ; in the columns of the 
Moniteur Alghien of the 15th and 20th of July, 
Colonel Pehssier’s cause is thus argued : 

The end of June -was very near. It was necessary for the 
subjugation of the Dahra to he completed hy that time. The 
season was advanced ; the heat most severe ; Colonels Saint- Arnaud 
and PeUssier had orders to make a simultaneous attack upon the 
Ouarensenis. Their movements were to he combined. Saint- 
Arnaud was to attack hy the east, and Pelissier by the west. If 
the Colonel had gone away, the Arabs would have issued from 
their caves, and saluted his rear-guard with a sharp fire. The 
Colonel could not leave the caves, nor lose time in blockading them, 
for there is a copious sti-eam through the caverns, and they were 
well supplied with food. Our troops were on the point of failure, 
and the next day had to be in another direction. To enter the 
caves and fight the Ouled-Ehia was to destroy them no less 


♦ ‘ Chauffer,’ expression used in the Moniteur Algtrien, 15th July, 1845. 
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txnraercifully nnd nsl the loss of a grent many men The Colonel 
tbonglit that the burning faggots would drive them out to be 
caught He spent five hours in unsuccessful negotiations they 
1 illed the bearer of a flag of truce and several men He 1 ept up the 
fire and the Ouled Rhia pens! ed by their fatal obstinacy 

If ***** * 

The attack upon such caves is no new thing Last jear General 
Cavaignac besieged a cave similarly He lost Captain Louvencourt 
of tie 5th Chasseurs battalion theie and several men The 
General placed petards on the rod s and threw shells mside we 
even thml he made use of fire The cave was small and its 
defenders few in number that was the only reason why there were 
so few victims 

TN as Colonel Peliasicr to retire before this obstinacy and give 
up his task‘d The consequences of this determination would have 
been fatal and caused a great increase of confidence in the caves 
"N^aa he to attacl bv mam force’ fhatwas almost impossible 
and in any case would have caused great loss To resign himself 
toasimjle blocl ade that might last a fortnight was the loss of 
precious time for subduing the Dahra and refusal of the com 
I Illation with Colonel Saint Amaud After consideration of all 
tl ese circumstances he determined to mal e use of the method that 
had been recommended him by the Governor general m case of 
extreme urgency 

e would ask whether besieging caverns is more cruel than the 
bombardment and starv ation that wc inflict upon the whole population 
of European cities m war Slay there be created in Africa con 
centrated interests immovable eucli as there are to be found m 
all the large towns of Europe and there wuU be a chance for us 
to prove that we would not wcalen ourselves by running after 
cattle and people over ravines mountains plains and the desert 
But as in all war in order to bnng it to a conclusion the interests 
tsvasl be tcracVied Ac Ac 

These last words, ‘ the interests must be touched,’ 
hnginge so often repeated in the speeches and 
writings of Jlarahal Bugeaud about the wars m 
Afnca, are equiv alent to a signature It is really the 
^Marshal in person, defendmg his heutenant in tlie 
official newspaper of the colony He acted thus 
with his habitual generosity , and w as in perfect 
accord with the feehng of the army, as is plain from 
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their faith, Ijecnuse you are strangers. You now come to take their 
country, and to-morrow you will want their wives and children. 
The Arabs asked niy brother, ‘ Lead us, let us begin the war again ; 
every day that passes makes the Christians stronger; let us finish 
them this moment.’ 

Q. A great many Arabs Imow what to think of us, and are 
devoted to us. 

A. There is but one God. My life is in His hand and yours; I 
will speak openly to you. Every day you find Mahommedans tell 
you that they love you, and are your servants. Ho not believe it ! 
They lie to you from fear or interest. Every time that there comes 
a Sherif who they think is able to conquei-' you they will follow him, 
and even would attack you in Algiers. 

Q. How can the Arabs hope to conquer us, led by chiefs who 
have no army, no cannon, no treasures ? 

A. Victory comes from God ; when He chooses He makes the 
weak to triumph, and brings down the strong. 

The poor wretch was condemned to death by 
coui’t-martial on the 15th of November. He has been 
supposed to be the brother of Bou-Maza, because he 
stated it upon his trial. But Arab fanatics often call 
themselves each other’s brothers without there being 
ariything but a spiritual connexion. The identity of 
the name Mohammed ben Abdallah makes the blood 
connexion unlikely. 

On the 20th of September another Mohammed 
ben Abdallah arose in the Djebel I)ira, southern part 
of the Tittery. He began by decapitating our Kaids. 
General Marey went after him vdth a column of not 
less than 3000 men, and drove him back into the 
Djurjura, where, in November, he made head against 
a column D’Arbouville had brought from S6tif, as 
well as against Marey’s. They could not catch liim. 

He joined Ben- Salem, and disturbed our Eastern 
marches all the latter part of the campaign. Genera] 
d’Arbouville, like Saint-Arnaud upon the Chelif. 
reported several other chiefs also called Bou-Maza. 

We find another Mohammed ben AbdaUali in the 
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West before Gener-il Cavaignac He g'i\e himself 
the name of El Eadel, and pretended lie was a re^Jiir 
rection of Jesus 

There is a most cunous letter sent by him 

Mohammed BE^ Abdallah Sidi el Fadel to Gfveiial 
Oavaionac 

Piaise totlie one God’ T) ere is none joined with Htm From the 
servant of hia God Mohammed ben AbdaUah to the French leader 
greeting to him avho follows the tnie path L.now that God has 
sent me to you and to all others on the earth who are in error I 
tell you that God has ordered us to tell vou there is no other God 
but God and Mahomet is His prophet Do not adopt anj other re 
ligion God allow a of no other but fslani Tl a Jew tells the Christian 
that he is an unbeliever and the Christian tells the Jew the same 1 he 
truth for both of them w ould he to confess the Prophet '^^oh^mme(l 

Cease to do injustice and wrong God loves it not Know 
that He has sent me for you to submit to me He has said Submit 
to Ale and to Jly messenger 

lou know that a man will come who shall reign to the end of 
time That man is I Mohammed sent b) God and chosen from 
the most holy of the Prophet s followers I am the likeness of him 
that issued irom the breath of God 

I am the lil eness of our Lord Jesus I am Jesus restored to 
life as ever} one 1 nows behoving m God and His Prophet If} on 
believe not the words I speal to jouinllis name you will repent 
of It as sure as there is an all powerful God in heaven 

This sort of apostles daily nised considenbJe 
difficulties before us in Afncn We cannot bl mie 
military justice, as its duty is to leaae them for 
execution when caught Yet wo cannot forego a 
feeling approaching to admiration at seeing them 
unconcernedly braving a certain and speedj deatli, 
for a cause liolj in their ejes 

The intern il insurrection bad gamed bead eaerj' 
uhcre Yot taking too mucli notice of t?ie little 
bliciif*, tlie ^rarslnl's only object a\as to preaent the 
1 tmrfioni penetrating into the Tell JJugcaud had 
suppo'-ed, and not without reason, tint after Sidi- 
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ThS KaBTLS T RiBES OF 

TUE XOUi'!; AKO $OrrK ^Bors? OF THE D.'CBuH'RA, 

^47i7iVrF, L’ JCcr-cTi. 

A tVv* 4;',v? Bco I \\Toto to YoF. K'toro cntoTniJT p.tvn voF.r l;r.ui 

« V- X 4 ^ 

to ituVvRi vou tSRtt I WT,? Ftot CvVoaroc to ror.ko YYsr «Fon vor, btis 
o'.tly to drh'o of: EEHsvt; AMn-Ksiucr frora \\>.ur eor.r,tr\\ r.$ tyoII 
SA tbo otl'.vT ol<:tiTZvr? wiw «ro worsttig^ Eptn yo«. to brro.g- you 
i-oto Ito^tiuty to Yot: itsvo foor tiuit os soott os roo o^-Etiiir 
L'tt \vr.F tstour.totr.s, I roysob' rotunuxi to AZc:ors, 

Rut I out uu'or'.r.cd tr.ot AKttZ-Kador itos cobcd you to rox-ii 
of to ptvuvoZro you opuu to wEst i<o oodls t’lo 'Holy 

WsTv US tf it \vus tbo will ot" God to yban^o odl MoAoutctooo.s ir.to 
tuis^Fv. iuui euuso « iur-to titurdvr of tiutu to port? lx os i 2 .:s oaTtodv 
tukc'o pbuv in tito ostitto o.tui \\\st, 

Hnviuc exiiausto-d sii tho rosoutoos, sttc sp>o4\vi]| of tbs Arabs, 
AZvki-Ksdcr ttow oddrossos bints^If to the Ko.byios. and cftors tbor.i 

Rout,' of you bavo or.swsrod rds ayps,-'d : oti'.trs iutvo rofr.Svxi it. 
i'.ud tb.ov o.ro tbs wissst. 

In votir tntvTtst raoro to.soi ratr.o. i w:sh to c:vo you Jstiotr.sr 
snir.tory yiooo of ndvioo. 
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Dn\e from amonp: jou AIhIoI Kadcr, Bon-Pilem, Bou Clnro1», 
ami all tlie other ambitious jjlottere, %\1 jo wi^h to drive jou mio tlio 
horrors of u ar 

I declare to jou tint I shall treat as enemies all the trilws who 
Inae received and assiatod tlieto evil men. and shall respect the 
territory of all tho'c who Inae not heard their fatal coun'e!' Tlay 
inav come and trade freely a\ith ns they mil be respected, and 
justice alwa\s done them. Tlio wicked, on the contniy, shill be 
treated as they deserve. 

The meeting of Kahylcs .it BorJj-Boglmi, tli.it 
the M.irshal mentions, w.is twice held in Ahdel- 
Kadcr’s presence, on the 27th of Fohrmr}' and the 
.5th of i\[arch. !Most likcl}’- they were not agreed, 
for the Emir w'cnt away, .ind on the 7th annonnctd 
his westward march by .i grand razzia upon a tribe 
hetAveen Boghar and Beroimghia. 

The Marshal had again left Algers to go liy 
the Fondouk, wliere his expeditionar}' column nas 
assembled, towards Boixlj-Boghni, the verj’ jilacc 
wlicre the coimcil of war was held by tlic Eimr and 
the ICahyles. 

Yusufs cavalry column Avas launched in pursuit 
of Abdel-Kader, and an infantry’- column under 
Lieutenant-colonel Camou. On receipt of inform- 
ation about the new m//ia clfcctcd by the Emir, 
Colonel Cainou A\*cnt in pursuit, caught him in 
tAAcntA-fonr hours, and rc-captured 2.500 head of 
cattlq, 1000 camels, and 250 Iiorses. TJie combat 
of the 10th of March, in aaIucU Ablel-K.ider A\as 
nc.rrly taken, g.ue the Marshal reason to tliink ino'-t 
highly of br.iAc Colonel Camou,* 

There is an account of this aflhir, and the chn^e 
of tlie Emir by Yusuf’s c.ivalr\', in the ^foniteur 


* Camou, 1-orn m 17f^ Enliml theMnio« in ISl’I 51* le Ca] ta n in 1*2^, 
Cclonvl in 1^11, Gfucral cf Bnjade lo ISIS, Gencnl of Dinsloo in (In l’«rul 
GuariJ) 
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and managed to reacli the Frencli out-posts. Tliis 
is Ms account of tlie horrible butchery : — 

I 

On tlie 27th of April, the Deira was encamped about three 
leagues from Mouilah. Our prisoners occupied about twenty gourhis 
ranged along the river ; round them were some hundred gourbis for 
the regular* foot, amounting to about 500. To make it easier to 
guard this camp, it was surrounded b}'^ a thick hedge of bruslnvood 
with only two openings in it. The remainder of the Deira amounted 
to about 110 tents. The misery became terrible, and the desertions 
frequent ; the Moors refused to sell corn for the jiajDer money issiiod 
by the Emir. 

*#=**^=**-v^ 

In the afternoon of the 27th, about two or three o’clock, there 
came a messenger from Abdel-Kader ; and unusual measures were 
almost immediatel}'^ taken. Three horsemen came to the pnsoners’ 
camp and took away the chief jjrisoners, under the pretence that they 
were to be present at a feast given by the khalifa Ben-Thamy. 
Those thus saved from the massacre Avere MM. Coiirby de Cognord, 
Lerazet, Marin, Nillerin, officers; Thomas, Adjutant; 'Testard, 
troop-sergeant-major of the hussars, Trottel, and tw’o more.’ 

A little later they made all the prisonei's leave 
the camp, to the number of 270, and divided them 
into fractions of seven or eight men, tliat were again 
distributed amono- the regular foot-soldiers. So these 
were also divided for the execution into groups of 
two or tlmee gourbis, of wliicli one AA’as used for the 
captives ; at night-fall they AA'ere at once compelled 
to enter, and found themselves packed wea])onless 
amid their murderers. Roland relates that be and 

Ms six comrades determined not 'to go to sleep. He 
had managed to get a knife, and to esca])e by 

stabbing tbe first soldier avIio came to kill tbem 

in tbe middle of tbe night. xVltbough shot in tbe 

O O 

leg he contrived to reach a bill, Avlierc be heiird 
the murderous firing and .‘jaw the gourbis catch fii’c ; 
from the uproar he siipposc.s that bis corni-adcs 

defended themselves. 
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Information of tlie mnssacie did not reach Algiers 
till the end of Jlay General Oa\aignac’s column 
■was sent as quick as possible to Moiiilah, hut could 
not ^eco^er any of our unfortunate soldiers The 
tiumpeter Roland reached Lalla-^lagrlmia, and rras 
hioiight in on the 17tli of May by a man of the 
Beni Senassen 

In response to the general feeling of indignation, 
the Go\ emor-general issued the follow mg proclama- 
tion to the Arabs — 

The Go\crnor oevbrai. to the Arabs akd Kabiies 

Perlnps you ha\e ha'll*! of the h'ub'irous net done upon 300 
French prisoners hy the son of Mthi Etldm, whom jou formerly 
cilled jour Sult'in Seeing th'it these prisoners were chimed by 
the Emperor of Morocco where they would have been set at liberty 
by our army, or because there was difficulty in feeding 'ind guarding 
them, he ordeied that tlicy should be 1 died oiid they are hilled 

Every Arab gifted with common sense and religious feeling will 
undoratand that this is an act of despair that shows the son of 
Mahi Eddin is forsahen by God 'ind man It will be nnderfatood 
that he is no more merciful to Mahometans than to Christians for 
when he killed the 300 prisoners of Djemaa Ghnzaouat he exposed 
to our vengeance the 4000 or 5000 Arab prisoners who are m 
France, or in our strongholds on the Algerian coasts Failing 
religion, this fear should have stopped him , but he is become as 
savage as the lions and panthers He cmII reap the fruit of his 
dreadful conduct The Emperor Mulej Abdei Fhaman %\all not 
tal e any more mterest in him, and the Arabs who still remain 
attached to him cannot preserve their affection for him who has 
committed an unnecessary ninrder upon 300 prisoners 

Do not fear tint we shall reply to his barbarity b\ a vengeance 
that might be twenty times as extensive No harm will be done to 
the Arab prisoners, and th^ will be treated as before You will 
thereby see the vast difference there is between our humanity and 
Abdel Kaders disposition, and you certainly will regret that you 
have sacrificed jour property and persons in defence of the ciuse of 
such an execrable man 

Ihe Mai&lial in this accuses Abdel-Kacler of 
murdering our prisoners. We do not seek to think 
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if the interests of policy prompted his words. In any 
case we do not believe in the Emir’s guilt. 

First, we must remember that when the murder 
took place, Ahdel-Kader was in the south, bemg 
hunted b}^ General Yusufs column, and that he was 
near Gharza in the east of the Ouled-ISairs countiy, 
in the meridian of Bou-Sada, 680 kilometres (some 
500 miles) from the Deira, as the crov/ flies. 

He had left the De'ira in September, 1845, and 
did not return to it till the 18th of Juty, 1846. 
During his absence, many of his khalifas held in 
succession command over the Deira ; first it was 
Ben-Arach, who had formerly taken in the 

treaty of Desmichels ; then Bou-Hamidi ; and lastly 
Ben-Thamy. Ben-Arach received the prisoners, and 
treated them as well as he was enabled to do, when 
all at the Deira were sutfering fl’om want. Bou- 
Hamidi was kinder still to them. Lastly, the commg 
of Ben-Thamy made no change in their position till 
the time of the massacre. 

As soon as- this uifernal idea was hatched m his 
brain, he called the chiefs of the Deira together, 
informed them of his plan, and, being only opposed 
by Bou-Hamidi, persuaded them to get rid of the 
useless mouths ; the very same evening the crime 
was accomplished. 

After it, Abdel-Kader always protested that he 
' was innocent, and he did everything he could to save 
and set at liberty the officers, whom the chiefs of the 
Deira (perpetrators of the massacre) _still kept as 
hostages. His habitual humanity, the care he always 
took of his prisoners, and, later on, his splendid 
conduct towards the Syrian Christians, make his 
participation m such a crime unlikely. 
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As tins imss'icie vr'is peipetrited bejond oxir 
boimdniy, it ceitninly ga've grounds for 'i fresh 
invision of Morocco, jet the Maislnl, nho alwajs 
hugged tins notion, and thought that theie only 
could he destroy Abdel Kadei s power, had to gn e 
up his warlike projects It was the wishes, lather 
than the arguments, of M Guizot confidentially and 
cle\erly piesented by M Roches, thit won the day 
against the design so firmlj fixed in the Governor 
geneial s mind More resigned than con\inced, but 
sincerely lesigned, he wiote the followmg letter to 
AI Guizot — 


AJgtets 30(7i April 1846 

■\Miat jou tell me of the line of conductive ought to jiursue 
touirds Morocco feems to me to be \ervjU5t when I lool at it 
from jour point of view, nnd that w v\h it one should tal e Under 
an absolute gov einuient 'ind only considering, tiie nnlitar} question 
and tl e success of our undertahing in Africa I should argue 
differcntlv But } ou must have seen by niy despatches and the m 
Btruotions I have just given to MM Lamonciere and Caviij^nac 
that I entuelj entei into aourpohej so have no anxiety on this 
account It shall be done as you intend and I am going again to 
mal e use of jour own language to mal e the generals on the fiontier 
feel it thoroughly 

A few di's s before, in nn ^ccess of discouragement 
and moral tvearmess, the Mai&hal had confided his 
intention of retiiement, aftci the summer campaign 

llf/i April 1846 

I Itiow jou want to defend me from the trihuie and would 
defend mo well but would your eloquence effice tl e wrong that is 
done and will be done every day ^ !Do you think that a man can 
continue to hold this laboiious and confuted position inaer such 
circumstances 

M) time 13 ended that is clear the work 1 av ing become some 
tl ing evervbodv tal es hold of it every one wishes to throw a stone 
at it gool or lad I cannot oppose this torrent ai 1 1 will not 
lollow It so I leave its banks I have already wntten tl c letter, in 
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Avliidi I request tlie War-Minister to submit my request for a 
successor to tlie King. I found my request upon my liealtli and my 
age, not allowing me to bear sucli a burden any longer, and on my 
family affairs. But between ourselves, I tell you that my great 
reason is that I do not choose to be a promoter of the mistaken 
notions that very generally prevail as to the grand questions of 
Africa. I do not fear the great labours of the war or of the 
Government ; my brave soldiers and the administrators of Algeria 
know that very well ; but I fear public opinion gone astray. I am 
always full of gratitude for this grand duty having been entrusted to 
me. I have not forgotten that I owe it chiefly to you, and shall 
never forget it ■\^dlatever happens. I also know that it is to yoii 
I am indebted for tlie good assistance I have received in this noble 
task. Thus 3 ''ou may count ujjon my grateful .attachment, as I 
reckon upon your respect. Now I ask you one favour, that is, to 
procure me a definite leave for the beginning of Jul)', with perlnission 
to appoint General Lamoriciere as temporary governor, as well as 
to prolong my stay for some weeks, if I find m^^self encountering 
serious events. In three months I shall be delivered from this hell. 

Bugeaud. 

The scene at the Deira was being acted during 
the princely receptions, the festivities and halls given 
to the Czar Nicholas’s brother at the Government 
Palace. The Governor-general left Algiers on the 
6th of May, intending to make his way mto the 
Ouarensmiis in pursuit of the sherifs, and .to ter- 
minate the resistance of the mountaineers. 

His letter to the Duke d’Aumale is the most 
complete and true account of the Marshal’s and his 
lieutenants’ operations : — 


r * 

Bivouac of the Oued Figuesal, 12th Mai/, 1846. 

Mv Prince, — I received your telegraphic despatch of the 7th a 
few moments after jmur two despatches of the same date. In the 
last you give me information about Abdel-Kader, and tell me that 
General Yusuf is sent into the Djebel Amour, with four battalions 
and his cavalry. Y ou communicate to me the instructions jmu have 
given him, not only about military operations, but on the policy to 
follow witli regard to the Djelloul and Ain-Madhi ; lastly, you 
mform me of the state of the fines you have desired General Yusuf 
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to uipose and to recei%e in tlie Djebel Amour from the Ouled Nail, 
•uLose pacification lieia to complete 

I can only prais‘d these arrangements It is ver\ good soldiering 
and policj to have sent General \usuf into the Djehel Amour and 
I should have been Boir\ if it had not been done Tlie uhole 
population must be couimced that a\e shall follow our eneinv 
i\here%er he goes and that we shall punish anj oneuho gives him 
asylum or assistance, it is the best way to deprive him of both 
the one and the other, if it is employed with perseverance It is 
also a proof of our power of locomotion, one of the great stiengths 
of the French army 

******* 

I haae alreadj had the honour to tell jou that I should 
consider it verj annojmg if the operations in the desert were 
prolonged beyond the fiist fortnight m June By that time Generil 
lusufs troops will he aery tired, if they are not so before Now I 
cannot see anj means of renewing them, especi llj in cavalrv 
therefore it is necessary to piuse m the employment of force and 
to tiuat to the needs of the desert tubes for coming to the Tell to 
find food for cattle and buy com that comes from our forts, it not 
grown in the country 

******* 
ha\e learnt how to male our way into the desert, our 
exiTcnence must not remain without aalue for the future, we must 
pursue it and tins is the aaa\ I intend to establish at Boghar, 
Tiaret and Dh ija, some of the bases essential for the organization 
of three light columns hie that of General Yusuf, which has 
produced such happy lesults, so that it may only be necessara to 
mal e requisition for sufficient transport among the tribes, and for us 
to collect the caa airy and nifantrv force nece sara to act m the desert 
as we have done, and this will secure the fidelity of the Djedid, the 
Ben Aouda and others better than all the other things, that must, 
how ever not be neglected 

******* 

No doubt, sooner or later, a magazine fort must be established m 
the east of theTitterv, not to contiol the country, for uothing can 
control It but sufficient movable colnmns but to have provisions 
read\, and some resources for the wounded and sick, within easier 
reach of the operating columns 

**•*••* 

By the 15th of next Apnl, as soon ns there is grass work 
should le begun and be far advanced by the month of June 
Lofore the winter of 1847, this post will be in good order 
•••**•• 

Our aflairs ni the Dahra are going on aery well General 
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1 am (-'tahli.-hiutr /nV«iV-r/YA' on the (hu-tl-Fiyuesal. jimt at 
the loot of the momitain-:. and shall mU roidly outer them till the 
Llth. when I .'^hail take some halt.ilions through them without 
jiai-hs. 

Now this is tlio uow.s of the western frontier, d’ho r>eni-Amor, 
numhering l.’i.OOi) jicrson-s. of whom dt)0 to TtiO are horsomon. have 
left the De'ira. and huried thcm«elves in Morocco, e.scortcd by oOO of 
the I'hnporov’? horse. 'Phis is a literal violation of the treaty of 
Lalla-Magrhnia, hnt it cannot be denied that it is within its spirit, 
for it is a great dismemlicrmcnt of the Deirn. and consequently a 
serious blow to tlic Emir’s power. It is believed tliat Bou-llamidi, 
who is with his nuuster, has himself favoured tliis migration. 

I think tills act of the Emperor’s is an accommodation of 
conseicncc with his subjects. He wanted to injure the Emir’s 
power, without any risk of being called a had i\Iahometan. The 
interning of Aliloud-ben-Arach with all his follower's is a fact of the 
sainc import as the escape of the Beui-Amcr. 

In contradiction to this conduct, the Emperor has replaced the 
authorities of Ouchda hy men who aforetime have favoured Abdel- 
Ivader very much. This can only he explained by the habitually 
incohcreirt policy of this court. 

On another side, the Emperor is gone to Meqninez, and his son — 
the one wdro was beaten at Isl}’’, is collecting a force at Fez. I cannot 
believe that it is against ns. It is not characteristic of him to want 
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revenge more lil ely he intends to ] eep a little better order on the 
frontier and tde away our wisli to intervene and expedite the 
dispersion of the Deira 

Genera] Cavaignac thinks differently nbont this but I none the 
less 1 eep my own opinion and wnte to him that all the hte events 
Oiioht to prevent us from undertal mg a long and distant enterpri«e 
ujxin the Moorish temtory I vvn e to him to coiihne 1 iinself to 
some short expeditions for inflicting chastisement ujon the nearest 
tribes that have perpetrated hostdities against us favouring the 
return of our tribes These return m small parcels and the two 
ban! s of the Tafna are being refurnished 

On the whole I consider that the situation on this side is much 
unproved If Abdel Kader enters m his present state of dilapiJition 
he cannot hut increase the state of discouragement eonsi lerable even 
now among the emigrants still with him 

A jroof of the greatness of this discouragement is that the tides 
of the south and east of Tlemcen who were going towards the Deira 
bv the south have turned bad eastwards when tin.) learnt tie 
position of the em grants 

Eeceive my Prince inv thanl s for the good serv co vou do ns 
and the assurance of mj respect and devotion 

JlArsiuL Durr olsia 

a letter ymtten a few cla3s afterwards to 
L^on Roches secretary of embassy to Morocco, the 
Marsh il mentions the Emir s state of distress — 

Alffiers 31st Mat/ 184( 

jMy DEAn Roches — I do not mean to excuse myself from 
writing to you though I have so little tune and my letter to the 
Cousul general might be sufficient for both In fact I have not 
much more to tell you only that everyday particulars come m 
confirming our al solute success 

All the de«crt tribes from tl e meiidinii of Tiaiet as far as Bou 
Sada are organized and ns humble as their own si eep They have 
paid heaw contributions without the smallest difficulty 'lusuf is 
bnnging b cl 400 1 orscs all fit for cavalry remounts Indepen 
dently of tl is tl ere are a lot of cattle and sheep and money 

General "iusufa chouefsbave followed the Emir as far as the 
vvcsteni extremity of the Ouled Sidi Clieikh They sav that tl ore 
were about loO scattered horsemen on the way some dismounted 
some dragging their horses by the bead others mounted on starved 
and woundetl jades 

a OL H Q 
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the difficulties of the work, ond my inability to satisfy the country’s 
expectations. 

I have long hoped you -would resume the Governor-generalship. 
I am convinced you could add fresh services that no one else could 
render to the very great ones you have already done. If every hope 
is gone in this respect, if no other arrangement seems acceptable to 
the King’s Government, I will not refuse an eminent position in 
which I could do active service to my country. I am under no illu- 
sion as to the difficulties Avith which the question bristles, the attacks 
that will he directed against me, and the deceptions that await me ; 
but' I shall take to the performance of my duties an entire abnegation 
of self, and the devotion of all my time. I shall most carefully pre- 
serve the recollection of everything useful and gi’and I have seen you 
do in tliis African land, and shall do all I can to folloAV in your 
tracks and continue your Avork. 

AIIoav me to thank you here for all the kind things you say to 
me in your letter. Y ou liaA’-e ahvays shoAvui me a sympathy that is 
most precious to me. and you knoAv that I reply to it by the greatest 
esteem and most sincere attachment. 

Your affectionate 

Henri d’Orleans. 

P.S. — I had hoped to do the honours of Chantilly to you either 
this autumn or this winter, and to talk about Avar and fanning there 
Avith you sometimes. If I am not at Paris Avheii you go there, I 
hope 3’'OU Avill do me the Iriuduess to go and shoot some of the hares 
there that nibble my plantations. 

t 

We have been fortunate enough to find Marshal 
Bugeaud’s reply to the Prince’s letter. In truth, can 
anything he jnore touching than this agreement and 
community of ideas, this attachment that so closely 
united the old soldier with the jmung Prince, in one 
thought, in one object, the good and glory of France? 

La Durantie, 'dth August, 1817. 

My Prince, — Your admirable letter of the 3rd of August did 
not require any reply from me, but I could not resist mj^Avish to 
express to you some of the impressions it has produced upon my 
mind and heart. It breathes the gi’eatest dcAmtion to the country 
and the King. You are not led aAvay by the brilliancy of the 
command ; you knoAv all the rest long ago. You have estimated the 
difficulties, jmu have foreseen the criticism and even the calumny, 
and yet jmu brave even all that for the sake of serving France and 
obeying your father. 
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This nohle conduct A\ould be n criticism on mine if T h-id not 
pud mv tubute for six teirs md a half, and especially if I bad not 
hoped that I should better serae the interests of Al^'eria lu retiring 
tlian by reinamuig at the post that had been entrusted to me My 
aiens are already being realised because you are destined to be mj 
suLces or “iou kiioaa the only reason why I haae not adaised this 
course is the fear of laying a further moral responsibility upon the 
monarchy As the Kings Government does not think bo I con 
gratulate Algeria and France 

This will not be the onlyadaantage of my retiiement my ai-'W'* 
on colonisation ought to gam credit bv it There cm l>e no more 
doubt of a cona iction for which I Jme given up the finest command 
in th“ country, and then I shall be m the Chamber to fight the false 
notion^ and holloav theories of the Dufaures Tocqnevilles Beaumont® 
and the rest, who fancy that nothing is y\ anted to level all obstacles 
hut some lilieral civil institutions If there were only no Arabs ni 
Algeiu or if they resembled the effeminate peoples of India I should 
liaye taken yery good caie not to advi»e my country to have made a 
basis of colonisation with a military elenent by force of the budget 
But the eMstence of this nation, so vigorous so well prepared for 
yvar, so supenor m that respect to the European masses y\e could 
lutroducG into the countiy, lays upoa us the absolute necessity of 
establishing above U, by its side, m the middle of it the strongest 
population possible and where can that be found if not in the army “> 
But to leave this digiession, I think m ibis respect jou share 
tnv opinion Let the contractors for colonisation be tried if theie 
are anj to be found , their inability will soon be understood 

To return to jour l^-tter I should be yer> glad if I might 
publish It and put the factious to the blush and the blunderers who so 
often calumniate your noble family As I cannot publish it I shall 
read it as often as I can to mj friends and sometimes to the enemies 
of the d}na8t} raised bj the Jlevolution of July By it I will show 
them even more than by my aiguine its that it is perfectly legitimate, 
hc'Oiifse’ fit iKvii /fl5’^ oi? tfftp sTafi\stts! imt Jvv ff.? fisde.vf 

patriotism on its services, and the BU|)enoiity of mind 

I am verv thanUul for jour kind expressions ns to Commandant 
Fei aj \ on w ill soon be m a position to make him feel the good 

effects of it and I am convinced vnu wall not Io®e an opportunitv 
But how is it that no effect bos ensued upon the recommendations 
for rewards to the army of Afnca before I left it*’ "Wliat is such 

deliv to be attnbuted to^ I confess it begins to make me indignaut 
Isever at uiy time has the oniij of Africa been more deserving than 
m tlie penod from 1846 to 1847 Not only lias it been fighting 
and made immerous and prolonged expedition® for the consolidation 
of our rule as far as the confines of the little desert but it has ako 
done inin eii e w orl s, and not left off till the end of J ulj 
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On (lie .5th of October the Prince arriverl in the 
roads of Al,u‘iers on hoard iiie Lribrarlov, and landed 
ainoi/ii,' (>nthn.siastic and nnaniinous slioiits of ^ Vive la 
Koi ! Adve le Puc d’Aiinudc! ’ 

Phe notion of a Ah'ceroyalt^y in Algeria, and the 
select i(ni of a Prince of the blood was not new to 
j\Iar>hal Ihigeand. In fact as lono- a^'o as the 2ord 
of (.)ctober, 184.'), he wrote to i\I. Planqui, the dejnity: 

I hliould 1)0 "l.'ul for n Prince to ho niy puccosgor liero ; not in 
tlio iiilorest nf the oonstitntioiial monarchy, hnf of the qne=tion. tliat 
tliiiiLTs will he "iven him that would he refused to me. The Duke 
d’Auiimlf is, .and will he still more every day, a cnjiahlc man. I 
hope I shall leave liim the work in good train ; hut for a long time 
there will he a great deal more to do : it is a work of giants and 
ages. 


In the course of the 3 *ear 1845 he wrote to his 
friend M. Guirot : 

As to the Didcc d’Aumalc’s Government, the only inconvenience 
I see in it is for the monnrcliy : it will he a responsibility the more 
to undertake. 'I'he young Prince is capable, and his experience is 
growing fast. I expect that from the beginning he will be an 
administrator, and will become a very distinguished .soldier; in this 
point he will only want a little more experience and thought. 

AVliile the King of France’s son was making his 
glorious beginning in Africa as AGceroj^'-governor, 
Marshal Bugeaud, in the retirement of his home at La 
/Durantie, was setting himself in, and tiying to estab- 
lish his children there b}^ the purchase of a property 
near his own. His letters to his son-in-law and 
daughter show how carefully he attends to their 
interests, and neglects no particulars: — 

Z/a Durantie, October, 1847. 

My dear Feray, — I think I wrote to you at Algiers on the 6th 
to tell you that I have bought Linty for you, at the price of 120,000 
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fnncs, and to asli for j onr poti erof attome} to complete the con tract 
It seems to me impossible thit jou should not be nble to get a long 
enough leave to -visit jour familj the condition of Algeria illovv 3 
It Sojoumust come and spend some time with us, to see jour 
nice property, and we will study together the phns of improvement 
that I am making to increase the revenue from 8 to 10000 fiancs 
Do not be afraid of the expense , I hope not to ask for a sou out of 
your poclet The wood to sell, not clearing but improving, will 
cover the repairs, with the gradual increase of cattle 

■* SI: # 

The JUomfew Alghim of the 23rd of Decembei 
saySj ‘The long-e'^pected solution is at last accom- 
plished. Abdel'Kader has surrendered at the French 
camp The same day he was presented to H R II 
the (jovemor-general by Lieutenant-general Lamo 
rici^re ' 

This time the King’s son writes to his former chief 
from Algiers, the seat of his government A letter, 
dated a fbw dajs before the Rciolution of Fehiuaiy, 
once more shows the attachment and reciprocal esteem 
that diew these two soldiers together What joy, 
what an honour it was foi the young goneial to be 
able to relate to his old master in the art of war the 
outcome of their long campaigns, their bloody 
struggles, the immense result at last obtained hy the 
surrender of Abdel-Jvader f The cluef care of 
Maishal Bugeauds successor is to mfoim the first 
conqueror of Algeria He does not forget to tell him 
tliat his name is in e^eiy mouth, and tliat Algeria 
become French still reckons upon lus demotion for 
her defence in Parliament 

H R H THE Duke d Aivale to MAnsnAL Bcoeavp 

Algiers, the 2nd of January, 1S48 

Jfv PEAr "MArsirAL — The events in Jlorocco nnd tbe ' ’ 

life of Abdel Kader, have had the conclusion tint jou j rr 
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yoiir liift li'ttfi', iijul 1 liad not dnred {ftliojH*. As srion as tliis groat 
< was atTt>tnjili.‘4u’(l yrnw name was in every lieart. Everyone 
tviii'oniteri'd with gralilinln that if is yrni wjiu put an end to the 
conte-'t. that if is Uic' cxoellejit directifin wm g;ave tlie war. and all 
Algerian alTaitv, that has ruined Alalel-Kader nnaally and niaterially, 
^lay <au‘ of ymir rdtl and ntodosf lienfenanfs he allowed to ofVer yon 
on the (leeasion of the new year his js.-rsonal good %vishf‘s, and those 
of fhe whole nrinv vou so iriorioiislv led for .-<even vears. ^Ve nj'e 

► V • * 

eoniidenfly eX)M!eting fhe result of the parlianieiitary disenssi(/n.« that 
will take plaee oonetn'iiinir the affairs of Algeria. I am rejoiced to 
know that yon will take part in them, and 1 liave no donht that yon 
will throw a great light npoti the sifnalion, and the needs of the 
conntry still so little known. 

Receive, my dear Mar.shal, the c.vprcssion of the high respect and 
.sincere friemkhip with which I am, 

Vonr afiectionate, 

H. n’OunrANs, 


Mttrslitil j3iigc;uid answered liini; — 


Pan’s, ]dth Janitari/, 1S4S. 

JIy PiuNCK, — I was sure beforehand that yon would think as 
von write to me ahont the fall of Ahdel-Kadcr. Yonr mind is too 

I. 

just not to appreciate the real C!iuse.s of this event, and your soul too 
lofty not to do jnstico to everyone. Like all men capable of doing 
great things, yon only want your share of the glory, and at need 
would yield a little of it to others. In tliis matter, iny Prince, you 
have done me great honour ; but yon are still more Iiononred. If 
yonr letter could be published it would double the respect, great ns 
it now is, that the country and the army bear to yon. jSlot being 
able to publisli it I have it read as much as possible, and several 
persons have taken copies of it, notably two ministers ; they all 
admired ns much as I did the noble feelings that dictated it. 

I am afraid they will want to reduce tlie army too much ; this 
would he imprudent, militarily and jiolitically ; it would also he 
against gcnei-al economy and the speedy utilisation of the concjiiest. 
The end of the Emir is not a complete security for tranquillity; the 
Arabs remain, and tbongb weakened their revolts are still to be 
expected ; they vnll not endure the cmel revolution we bring upon 
them without Often making resistance, and men will he found ready 
to serve their discontent. The troops are not wanted only for 
restraining them, hut also to forward great public works, and in this 
way are less expensive than in Pi-ance, as being able to produce more 
tlian they cost. There would be no economy in withdrawing troops 
from Africa, unless they were disbanded. Now, considering the 
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fermenting ehte of Europe, I do not thinK tint the French army 
cm te reduced 

Some letters eay that a fort la heing established at Hamza I 
can hardly believe it You Tionld not hie to increase jour jwr- 
manent posts if y our strength is reduced, you would rather do au ay 
with some I always say that Halla Magrhma should be done away 
with, and Temouchent, and Am Moussa upon the Oued Riou I 
presume that there was somo need for a temporary occupation ot 
Hamza, and theuce arose a report of the establishment of ajer 
manent post, that I think would be more than useless, it would be 
injurious 

Accept, my Prince, the assurance of my respect and devotion 
Marshal Duke d’Islv 

The meeting of the Chambers, and politics, took 
the lord of La Durantie back to Pans The follow - 
ing letter to Colonel Feray, written a sljort time 
before the sad revolution of Febiinry, shows us the 
Marshal perfectly reconciled to the JTmg and his 
Ministers, if any coolness had ever eMStccl in 
the intercourse between the Government and the 
late Go\ ernor-general of Algiers In fact, liis name 
y\as mentioned with prai«e m the address, and the 
Chamber elected him vice-president 

To Lieutenant colonel Fruat 

Pans 6th January, 1848 

Ml Heat Feray, ~ It is a long time since I wrote to you but 
iVy WA&* syj3JL«iV io ym nr 1 fenmc- and no jvou were 

kept informed Then the trouble of the move to Pans and the 
business the Deputy marshal had to do on reiching the capital, the 
opening of the Chambers, the new leirx di\ Msits Ac,d.c At 
h&t I am a little freed from these absorbing prtlimmanes, and seize 
the chance for a talk with you 

###*•** 

I was very well spoken of in the speech from the Crown and 
my reception by the Chambers was no less favourable, as they in ule 
me vice president for the present session 

I am not so well pleased with an article m the Deoafs of the 
3rd on Alxlel Kaders surrender Read it, to see how newspapers 
write history, and with what justice and fairness they distribuU. their 
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praise. Everybody has done almost as much as I did to produce this 
great result, even Berthezbne by his defeat,* and others by their 
inability to advance the conquest one step. Tell me what you and 
the army think of this. 

I often see the Salvandy family, and like them better every day. 
Just now they are all at Paris. 

Opinion is pronouncing strongly against sending Abdel-Kader 
to Egypt or Syria. The Ministry will have a majority, but the 
situation is very difficult. There are so many questions moving at 
home and abroad. 

Your mother embraces you, and highly approves what I say 
about L6onie’s voyage. Adieu, I embrace you Avith all my heart. 

Marshal Bugeaud, 

The progress of events now brings us- to the fatal 
epoch for Prance, the 24th. of February, 1848,. the 
date of the foolish revolution, that flung France into 
an era of events and humiliations, from which she 
is not j^'et delivered. 

The people of Algeria were struck dumb with 
astonishment at the fall of King Louis-Philippe. The 
Duke d’ Aumale, after arranging temporarily for the 
government, was jomed by his brother, the Prince 
de Joinville, who had himself given up the command 
of his squadron. They left Algiers on the 3rd of ' 
March, 1848. 

An eye-witness lately gave us an account of this 
dramatic 'Scene. ‘It was- one of the greatest griefs, 
the most heart-rending sights I ever saw in my life. 
The day they went away, I remember, the rain was 
falling in torrents. The square and the landing 
quays were perfectly crowded. When the Duke 
d’Aumale appeared with his people, and the Prince 
and Princess de Jomville, there was an outburst of 
tears, and shouts of despair.. The Arabs flung 


* In 1831 .— Ed. 
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themselves at his feet; all of us ivanted to keep 
him , the ofiicers and soldieis wept like children, 
•uhile the Princesses sobbed as they vent down into 
their boat filled with flowers, a last remembrance, 
last homage Alas ' we all felt that with the Prince 
departed the soul of old France Ah * if our young 
chief had consented to remam, if he had said one 
word, or made one gesture, the whole army and 
Algeria would hai e risen What irould have 
happened in Fiance then^’ 

The Duke d’Aumale’s last proclamations may be 
interestmg : — 

Inhabitants of Aloeru, — Faithful to my duties -is citi/en 
and soldier, I ha\e remained at my post as long as I thought niy 
presence useful to the service of the country 

This 18 no longer the ease General Cavaignac is appointed 
Goi ernor general of Algeria Until he reaches A'igierB the 
duties of temporary go\emor avill be performed by General Chan- 
gamier 

Submitting to the national will, I depart , but in exile all mj 
prayers will be for your prosperity, and tbe glory of France, whom 
I should have been glad to serae for a longer period 

Henfi d Orleans 
Algiers, 3rd March, 1848 

True copy 

Colonel, second in command of the general staff 
L de Cn^ny 

Guneral Orders 

Head-quarters, Algiers, 3rd March, ] 848 

General Changamier •will temporanly perform the duties of 
Go\ernor general until the arrival of General Ca'aignac, ajjwinted 
Governor general of Algeria 

As I leave nn armj that is the pattern of honour and 1 naer\, 
in whose nnl s I haae passed the fairest da^s of mj life, I can oiil^ 
wish it fresh success Perhaps a new career is opening to its -v alotir , 

I finnl\ believe it will be e-^ecuted with glorj 

Officers, non commis loned officers, and soldiers, I had hojied 
to fight again with jou for our country This honour has been 
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refused me "but in my l)anisliment my heart will follow you every- 
where that the vdll of the nation may send you ; it will glory in 
your success ; aU its prayers will always be for the glory and happi- 
ness of France. 

' Hekri d’Orleans. 


A true copy. 

Colonel, second in command of the general staff. 
L. de Cr4ny. 
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ATI A3 OFFICES. — SOLDIERS. — COL OmSA TION. 

Administration of the Arabs— The Marshals Kindness to the Natives— IIis great 
Care for the Private Soldier— Father Bi^ud's Cap— Regulations— Arab Offices 
— Bugeaud's Principles of Colonisation— Trappists of Staoueli— The Jesuits 

Marshal Bugeaud’s military fame rests on an un- 
shaken basis, and his grand soldierly figure now 
liolds a large place in the history of Algeria and 
of France. But what is not sufficiently knomi, is 
that Marshal Bugeaud, as far as lay in human power, 
employed the little leisure left him by military expe- 
ditions, and the command of an army of a hundred 
thousand men, in administration properly so called. 
Without going into particular, it is useful to re- 
member the productive impulse he gave to works 
that in seven years changed the face of Algeria. 
He it was who contrived, with equal kindness and 
firmness, according to his famous motto, ‘ En.se et 
aratro^ to unite for the same object those two 
instruments of conquest and civilisation, the spade 
and the sword. It is to him that France owes those 
gigantic works, those splendid roads the Romans 
would have been proud of. It would he very 
interesting to give, or at least to analyse, his numer- 
ous decrees, reports, and circulars, going into all 
parts of the service, and showing unweaned care 
for the men wiiom he was sent to govern, without 
distinction of race, at the same time displa>-mg 
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(tf orp'ani nation jind of pnicfical appli* 


A li’rcai many of Iluifcamrs circulars relate to 
llic ju'ovcrnmcn? oi* the native^, a delicate and serious 
matter, so ditiicnlt of ."olntion, and still the subject 
of ]>a‘'sio!jato co!itrovt;rsv. altliouu'h his successors 


have nuide mattv attetnpt.s at solution. 

As for himself, he attende<l to the yovermuent of 
the .\rahs with <juite paternal care, and was far from 
treatitiLT the, conquc'red nation with the contempt, 
arroiranee, atid enielfy, too<u'‘ten adopted on principle, 
atid svstematicallv, hy certain Airican <rcncrals, and 
esjK’cially by tbe ])retendcd Liber.als and jlej)itblicans 
of the colony. His instructions to bis generals show 
ibis » oitst;int care. 

‘jt is not enough to make a good selection of 
Arab autliorilies : they must still ])c looked after, be 
directed, tbeir instruction cared for, so as to form 
tliein by doixi'cc!^ ; at the same time they must 
be treated with consideration, so as to keep up 
tlieir dignity, and make them respected by tlieir 
clients.’ So mneb for the aiitliorities. 

‘ The simple Arabs must be treated kindly, 
equitably, and mercifully, dlieir complaints and 
claims must be heard, and carefully examined, 
so as to do them justice if there are grounds, 
and to j)imish them if thej’^ have wrongly com- 
plained.’ 

Bugeaud attached especial importance, as he said, 
to giving the natives a government suitable to their 
manners, that should make tliem prefer our rule to 
the Emir’s. Equitable conduct was, sufficient for 
this purpose. The principle of recompenses was 
maintained, but the application of it was so arranged, 
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that each one had to pay or receive what was actu- 
ally due. 

In his circular of the 2nd Januar^^, 1844, he 
maintains the responsibility and union of the tribes. 
At the same time he show's on what conditions this 
grand principle would be especially etficacious. He 
unites tlie chief’s responsibility to that of the 
tribe. 

‘ The authorities, who enjoy the advantages and 
privileges of power, ^miist, more than any others, be 
careful to preser\'e order, and repress robbery.’ 

Possibly, w’hen the Marshal was speaking to the 
Arabs, he rather too much felt as if he was speaking 
to the people of P^rigord, to the peasants of La 
Durantie. He forgot, ulas ! that the Arabs, a con- 
quered race, looked upon us, and not without some 
reason, as oppressors. Anyw'ay, his intentions were 
upright and noble. ^ 

How often history is unjust. To most peo23le, 
Marshal Bugeaud passed for a fierce man, almost 
brutM.. We have seen his extreme care for the natives 
and his soldiers j but that is not all. There is one 
anecdote among many that gives a capital picture 
of the great soldier’s character, tlie man of hasty 
manners and rugged exterior, concealing a soul full of 
delicacy and ingenuousness. f 

The scene w'as in tents on the Moorisli frontier : 
the Marshal’s secretaries and aides-de-camp were in a 
camp close to the Governor’s. One day the ^larshal 
called to one of his aides-de-camp : ‘ Mniat are Rivet, 
Roches, and Trochii, about just now? Send me one 
of them, I want one; are they ver}' busy?’ Tlie 
officer answered, ‘ I think not, sir, they are reading 
out Lamartine’s new book, ‘Oh!’ said the 
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them awake, and they often imrlerstood the indirect 
lessons given them h}’ tlieir old Marshal; 

Another time he would look to the sentries ; 
neglecting no detail. His constant care was to 
preserve his soldiers’ health, watch over their comfort, 
and avoid useless fatigues for them. The Duke 
d’-Aumale told us lately, ‘ he had the secret of obtain- 
ing obedience without murmurs.’* Any general but 
he would never have dared to exjDect, stiU less to ob- 
tain, from the troops what Marshal Bugeaud thought 
it quite natural to require, and obtained the per- 
formance of. 

There is a general order dated from Oued Tirouet, 
that no doubt was much better received by the 
infantry soldiers than h}’ the officers: — 

The Governor-general has observed that, contraiy to regu- 
lations, and orders several times given, many company officers 
have saddle-horses in tlie ranks. Tliis abuse must be imme- 
diately put a stop to. Infantry officers must not lose sight of 
the fact that tlie surest method of obtaining from their men the 
self-denial and energy required to endure toilsome marches, under 
a burning sun, is to set the example of going on foot, like them. 

There is no reason to be surprised that the 
higher officers often were m a fume against the 

O O 


* One niglit tlie Marshal was walking about the camii, as he often did, and 
heard a dispute betiveen two Zouaves. One said, ‘ VTiat a dog’s life ! I have been 
wet through three days, and not a chance to drj”^ myself ; if only we had a little 
bread and a drop of br.andy there would still be a chance to sing “Mere Godichon.” 
But there is nothing at all, and, into the bargain, those rascally .Arabs, whom we 
cannot catch to paj^ off our ill-humour on their backs. ’ A n old soldier answered, 

‘ Conscript, you have no business to grumble. If you had been, as I was yesterday, 
on duty at “ the Casquetfe’s ” tent, jmu would put away your complaints ! Mar- 
shal of France and Duke that he is — listen, conscript — I saw him until my own 
eyes, all alone, making no complaint, as he gnawed at a bit of biscuit, and drank 
a cup of water after it. When God has nothing, what do jmii expect the saints 
can have ? ’ The stiuad cried out, ‘ The old one is right. Shut up, coiiscriiit ! 
Doum with the conscript ! ’ Wien the Marshal told this little story he said he 
felt as pleased as he had ever done in his life. 



^RAB OFFICES. 




Governor. Tvliile tlie privates adored him Avlien the 
army had such an order of the day as this i)pfore 
tliem : — 

Oamp Atn Kehira, 20th January, 184G. 

The Governor, Marshal of France, is informed that 8(verAl 
commanders of eori)3 have allowed themselves to divert mules 
intended for the special service of the ambulance canteens to private 
use. An abuse so prejudicial to tlie good of the service mu&t imme- 
diately be put a stop to. 

All commandants of columns are, therefore, required whenever 
they leave a victualling-post, to ascertain that evciy battilnm is 
provided with its ambulance mule, vwth its canteens completely 
furnished with medicines, lint. ifec. 

Any commanding officer who acts in contravention to the pu*«-(nt 
order will be severely admonished to observe the regulation, and 
his name will be published in general orders of the .irmv vs not 
being careful of the most important thing of all the health of the 
wen of whom he is placed in cbaige. 

One of the Marshal’s greatest cares was the 
administrative organization of the Arabs. The 
conquest would be completed by placing the mtive 
territory in charge of officers, wlio should establish a 
military administration after having subdued the 
Arabs. The officers cJjoscn as administi’ators were 
to be able to speak Arabic, to try causes, to stifle the 
germs of insurrection at its birth, and lead the 
warriors to fight. 

To set against some officers of bad character, and 
two or three robber generals, whom the riches of 
Sallust must hinder from sleeping, what an intermin- 
able list there is of officers brave and faithful under . 
every trial furnished by tlie Arab offices. How many 
of them were martyrs to duty, killed at their po'?ts, 
among the Arab tribes, at the moment of ri-'ings 
foretold by them, and generally brought on by tlie 
ignorance or evil passions of French politicians or 
Algerian Uadicals. 

VOL. II. 
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The office for Arab business was abolished in 
1839. and restored by a decree of General Bugeaud, 
dated August 17, 1841. 

It is easy to see that the establishment of the 
Arab offices was nothing- but the administration of 

O 

the country by the officers who had just conquered 
it. Tlie colonist arriving at an early period of the 
occupation, or even coming later, desiring to 23enetrate 
into the interior, and leave the coast towns, thus 
found the country governed by the military. Con- 
tests often began from the first day, arising from the 
colonist commg with the fixed idea of making the 
most out of the conquered race. 

The most usual pretensions of some colonists 
were directed to these points, that their native neigh- 
bours should without pay cultivate the land given 
gratuitously by the Government ; that the natives 
should be compelled to labour on j^i'omise of a fixed 
payment ; then either this payment be altogether 
refused, or less given than the settled j^rice. Other 
colonists, and they were the most, wanted the Arabs’ 
2 )roperty and merchandise without paying for it 
at all. 

These people just landed, who would have liked to 
renew on the Arabs the famous exactions of the Sf)ani- 
ards and Portuguese from the Indians of the New 
World, found themselves confronted by a simple sub- 
lieutenant, attached to the Arab office. Generally he 
was a j)icked officer, selected from his regiment for his 
good education, high views, and good breedmg, to exer- 
cise the authority ; and the duty of this representative 
of mercy and civilisation was to reduce the colonist to 
better notions : he had to work, and not make others 
work ; he' had to keep his word, and not take other 
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people’s property ; he must not think he tv.hs in the 
Xeu- World, or had-to do with Indians. France was 
there, with her civilisation and justice, represented by 
an officer : a modest one certainly, but energetic, and 
disposed to make the conquered respected. Thus it 
was that the officer of the Arab office, the foe of 
yesterday, to-morrow became the natural protector of 
the native, and, it must be said, his best friend. As 
the number of colonists increased, their pretensions 
took another shape j they were purified, but became 
no less dangerous to tlie Arab. They renounced 
openlj” the right of making the most of the Arabs, 
their neighbours ; but they contrived another pro- 
gramme, and resolved to take the natives’ lands by 
the right of conquest. In this new way the colonists 
again found their road blocked by the Arab offices, 
who undertook the protection of the natives’ piopcrty. 
The colonists clothed their claims in a thousand 
different shapes, some of which were very clever, so 
ns to endeavour to obtain their acceptance. At the 
bottom, they only coveted one thing, to take the 
Arabs’ land. They got a number of allies, notably 
almost all the Algerian press, by a certain apparent 
moderation. At different time’s their requirements 
Avere, that the Arabs should be pushed hack into the 
Sahara ; that they should be quartered in a portion of 
the Tell ; that the property of insurgent tribes sliould 
be sequestrated ; lastly, their expropriation Avitli a 
larger or smaller indemnity. 

The Arab offices protected the property of the 
natives against these unAA’holesome appetite.s, appeal- 
ing to justice, and respect for promises solemnly made 
on the taking of the country, also to the fear of a 
general rising, and they were supported bv 
servativc governments of the capital. 
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Tlicre is not- one oi’ Marshal Bngeand’s principles, 
either in war or in colonisation, that has not at least 
the great advantages of clearness, precision, and 
practical alit})^ over the plans of his adversnries or 
detractors. 

The arm3^ is everything in Africa, said he. It 
alone has destro^^ed, it alone can rebuild. It alone 
lias confpicred the soil, it alone will make it produc- 
tive by cultivation, and can prepare it for the reception 
of a large civil population b}^ great jmblic works. 
In order to the performance of this double task, 
only two things arc necessary, to keep up its strength 
to the present numbers, and to pi-eserve the military 
rule noAV flourishing in Africa. His last point is the 
most important. As the army is eveiything in 
Africa, nothing is possible there but military ]-)ower. 

Thus, to Bugeaud’s mind the reduction of the 
army in Africa, and a change fi.*om the military rule, 
Avas not only to annul the good eflects of the war. 
but also to stifle the germs of colonisation. 

His first practical attempts at colonisation go back 
to the year 1842. He founded three Aullages near 
Algiers, and haAung no farmers at command, he filled 
them AAnth soldiers. One, Fouka, was filled with time- 
expired men ; Mered and Maelnia Avith men who 
still had three years to serve. 

His plan of colonisation, that might haA-e been 
crowned with as great success as his sj^stem of war, 
if he had put it in force, consisted in selecting 
soldiers, who had already served tAvo or three years, 
marrying them, and making a military establish- 
ment of them in villages they had built. They would 
be legally compelled to serve the country for fiA^e 
3^ears‘ more ; at the end of that time, free. How 
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many of these men, married, Bettled, become land 
owners, living on the soil, would have broken the 
agreement ? The idea was great, simple, and pro- 
ductive. The Marshal had carefully prepared all the 
calculations, all the accounts, and asked for sixty 
millions in ten years. How many millions have been 
squandered since, and thrown to the uunds with the 
successive attempts and chimerical plans patronised 
by the Government ? 

Every village with its own life, with a service 
organization, and a chief to lead it, and the men, 
soldiers at need, workers without stint, would become 
wonderful colonists, occupying the Tell, that is to 
say, the best lands. Surely to meet the Arab culti- 
vator of the land, always armed, tlie Marshal’s idea of 
a soldier-farmer was suggestive and practical. 

Marshal Btigeaud’s plan was military colonisa- 
tion. The contrary system of private colonisation, 
assisted and protected, was much approved in tlie 
Chambers. MM. Dufaure, Bignon, do Barantc, 
de Tocqueville, and especially Mj\I. dc Beaumont and 
de Lamorici^re, stubbornly and systematically 
opposed the Marshal's views. 

In the course of the year 1843, after a good deal 
of negotiation between the French Government and 
the General-superior of La Trappe, the religions 
colony of Trappist fathers was sent to Algiers. The 
founders had to choose between three concessions, in 
different places. The domains of Mouzata and Arba 
were then almost in the enemy’s territoiy, and also 
too hir from Algiers. Staoueli was selected. Hie 
community of Staoueli was registered as a civil 
^ociety, and contained forty-five monks. At fir&t 
Bugeaud, always full of his plan of military colonisa- 
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tion by means of married soldiers, bad not liked tbe 
notion of introducing these celibate colonists. How- 
ever, as soon as the Trappist fathers arrived, he spoke 
out at once, declarmg that they were welcome, and he 
would help them as much as he could. The Com- 
manding-officer of Engineers was ordered to supply 
them with everything required to put up their 
workshops at cost price from the contractors, and 
six sappers and a serjeant were sent to set the work 
going, while a detachment of military convicts was 
placed at their disposal. Marshal Bugeaud laid the 
first stone upon a bed of bullets, picked up on the 
battle-field of Staoueli. In all his campaigns, the 
Marshal thought of God, and never failed to give 
thanks for his success by an offering to Staouffii. 

It was not the Trappists alone who received help 
and protection from Marshal Bugeaud in Algeria. 
Another religious order, the Jesuits, found a warm 
and able patron in him ; and there was a letter 
published by him in the Journal des Debats in June, 
1843, full of the most conclusive arguments in favour 
of these much-calumniated jwiests, though he begins 
by saying he is neither Jesuit nor bigot. 



CHAPTER XV. 

rvi:voLUTiON of 1848 — provisional govlrnjifnt. 

The Days of Febrnaiy, 1848— State of Minds m France— The Marshal’s Deeds— 

Sent to Coramand the. Troops — King's Abdication — Bugeaud's Resistance 

Lamartine’s Account and Castilla’s' — Republic Proclaimed — Return to La 
Dnrantie — Demagogues m the Country — Tales of a Hut — Common Libour— 
Correspondence with Roclies and Trodm — 15th of May 

We need not dwell upon those ever-inauspicioiis dayi 
of the month of February, 1848, fatal days that as- 
sumed, it must be said, a character of expiation. 
There was accomplished in Paris the most inoppor- 
tune, the most useless, the most foolish revolution 
that has ever overturned France. Tlie fearful con- 
sequences of this disastrous folly still weigh hea^ ily 
upon France ; and when we tliink of tliese disorder^, 
we cannot prevent ourselves from cursing, with our 
whole soul, those who were the authors and accom- 
plices in them. 

The first days of the year 1848 found France 
not disturbed, but remarkably divided. The attacks 
upon the Ministry went beyond all limits ; the aim 
acknowledged by the opposition was long past, and 
the attacks reached the throne. The Con«en'ative 
party, victorious in all the elections, in supporting 
tlie King and the Ministry, adopted a pride and 
bitterness they made no attempt to conceal. The 
opposition, on their side, even tlie dynastic opposi- 
tion, attacked tlie Government with extreme passion ; 
and did not recoil from any method, any compromise, 
for fighting and weakening their political adversaries. 
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The .opposition journals poured 'abuse upon the 
King, the royal family, and all defenders of the 
established order of things. To listen to these irre- 
concilables, there was no honour, virtue, or patriotism, 
excej^t in the ranks of an intolerant and systematic 
opposition. 

They were kind enough in joke to allow the King 
to be — a good father and husband, but represented 
him as a greedy miser without a conscience, who 
was robbing the crown domains, and making sad 
cuttings in the forests. According to the opposition, 
he was a lawless and faithless man, a hypocrite full 
of duplicity, selling France to the foreigner, following 
the policy of peace at any price. 

This is the aspect, only much mitigated, under 
which the members' of the opposition daily, in their 
writings, speeches, and newspapers, held up to France 
the wise King who ruled her. 

And yet France was prosperous and glorious ; 
never had Government been able to make the people 
more prosj^erous or safer. Never had Government 
mpre scrupulously respected liberty or individual 
rights. 

The royal family presented to France and Europe 
an example of all the virtues. The Queen and her 
daughters were the most accomplished and virtuous 
of women ; the prmces were rivals in patriotism and 
military virtue. 

What madness was it that affected a party in 
France, and made them dare to overturn the throne 
of the most paternal of sovereigns ?• Why this un- 
loosing of wolence and hatred against one of the 
best and most honest governments France has ever 
possessed ? 
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The criminal folly that France committed the day 
she overthrcTT King Louis-Philippe she has been ex- 
piating ever since. The cruel expiation commenced 
immediately. Our country, just before so rich, began 
to encounter difficulties and pains from the first miser- 
able days of the first revolution.'*^ 

jMarshal Jlngeaud, more than any other Conserva- 
tive deputy, was exposed to the unjust and malicious 


• Lomd-P]ii]ippe prided himwit au btving destroyed the good understanding 
between public men of eminence, having made them eager mals and jealous enemies 
by the allureiiients of ofhee, and on basing founded on the destruction of parlis 
mentarj leagues las personal sjstem Hia grand merit was no doubt in Inving so 
long maintained the peace of the world But peace was more than once main- 
tained at the expense of the dignity of France m her relations with other court' 
Thu timid policy suited the position and temporising character of the man, and 
for a tune lound fa\our with the middle classes, on whose support the monartlij 
mamlj relied 

Louis-Philippe did not himself nse much above the level of this class, a class 
whuh he did not seek to elevate, or to inspire with better instincts than the desire 
to get rich, and to get ncli speedily On the foundation of this universal sclhsh 
ness there arose an organized system of comiptiou and cupidity, which sapped and 
umlemiuicd public and private virtue 

The great and fatal mistake of the King was m attempting to gov em as well as 
to reign, to be not only the King, but the Minister of France At home, as w ell as 
abroad, this led to a sjstem purely personal, aud the honour of the country and 
Its great interests w ere saendeed to cousidcrations purely dj nastic. 

The personal character of the monarch had much influence on the politicians 
round him It had the effect of rendering public men more servile, insincere, and 
di'houest 

No man to much encouraged and sustained M Guizot in resistance to reform 
as the King iiimself, but at the decisive niouicut, when it vvos netesstr) to show 
(resolution and energ) , the spint of the King faltered, and liis cause vvas lost To 
do Ins Minister justice, M Guizot never faltered or filled to the end — A’ncycff*- 
pivdia Driianuiea, Li'jhlh KdUum, AH France 

Aletterrromthel*rinccde JomvilletotheDukede Neroonri,dated7thNovemlxr, 
1S47, found among documents Icit behind, says, * There are, in fact, no Slinisters , 
their responsibility is as nothing Ever} thing proceedsfrom the King He i* now 
of an age when he will listen to no oliservations whaHver Our position Unot 
pOOiL After seventeen jears of peace, the state of our finances u not IriHiant 
. , We come before the Chamber detestably as to home affairs , as to foreign, 

our position is not lictter. All this u the work of the King aloue . the result of 
the old age of a King who wishes to govern, but who wants the energy to take a 
manly resolution. . . All this is traceable to the King alone, who has tam- 

pered with our constitutional uistitutioas. 1 look upon all this as very serious. — 

md 
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ntXncks of iho. op])osi(ion ; find l;1ic ^Tmid citizen, wlio 
Inul ^'iven Alji'crin to I"ratice 5 :nul brouu’lit victory 
])nck to otir slniukirds, IdniKl liiinself (]es[)iscfl and 
almost, .sii8j)c:cted. Jle, 'vvlio.se lody pci’.son slionid 
liave Ih'.cu one <>(' tlie Ktron^'csl, supports of the 
tlirone, liad ))een att-acked witJi so muel) perfidy 
and falseliood that, lie was almost d('”Taded in 

O 

popular estimation. In short, all tlm political 
(piaeks wdio talked of sjiecouring the throne, and 
gat.hering up i\l. Cinizot’s inheritance, rejected the 
Marshal’s support as comja-omising and nn])opular. 

As for him, strong in his conscience and in duty 
done, lie was at Paris, modestly fultilling his duty as 
de])ut,y Avlicn the H evolution broke but. 

'J'hc following h'tter, written to one of his col- 
leagues, M. Leonce dc Lavergue, gives a most cir- 
cumstantial account of the part he h:)d to ])lay during 
those ever-to-be-regretted days. This letter was 
written in the month of October, just, at the time 
of the Jh’osidential elections, and Avas to be com- 
municated to the ])erson.agcs Avho h.ad a notion at 
that time of putting up i\[ar.shal Bugeaud as a 
candid.atc against General Oavaignac : — 

J^LvilSIIAI. JiuOKAtm TO ]\r. LlilONOU 1)K Lavkuonk. 

Xrt Durantic, WUh October, 1S4-S. 

]\lv PHAII Foiofun Coi.i.haguh, — ]t. \v«a nt t.\vo o’clock in tlie 
morning of tho 2-J Mx of Ji’ebruary tlmt one of the King’s aidos-de- 
‘ cam]) camo to summon mo to the Palace. 1 wont tlicro ns quickly as 
I could, and was otfered the command of the troops and of the 
National Guard. I quite understood that it was too Into, but 
thought it would bo unworthy of me to rofuso. I'lic late Miiiistors, 
Gui/.ot and .Uuchatel, wore sent for to countersign the decrees ap- 
})ointing mo. AH this took a great deal too much time, amt it Avas 
not till half-past three in the morning that I was able to ])laco my- 
self in communication with the troops that were in the Place Car- 
rousel and the court of the Tuilcrios, I made them a Bi)ecch that 
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^\as certainly energetic It has been very inaccuratelj reported by 
some of the ne\aspaper3 

T1 e troops a\ere very mucli demoralised thej had been 1 ept for 
sixty hours in a timid and even disgraceful attitu le before the mob 
their teet m the mud their pacl^on their baclvs quietly alIoT\ang the 
insurgents to attacl the iSlniucipal Guards burn the guard rooms 
cut down trees 1 real tl e lamps and mal e speeches to the soldiers 

The onlj food they had recened was three rations of biscuit all 
eaten up long ago Generally they had but ten rounds a man and 
the best provided battalions had not more than twentj There were 
onl\ three waggons of small arm ammunition m the Place du Car 
rousel there were none at all at the Lcolc Mihtaire nor anjwhere 
else in Pans 

Tie only store was at Vincennes and that was only thirteen 
waggons ilns was the only reserve and to bring it up a wav 
woul I have had to he made through tl e whole mob and thousands 
of barricades The horses of the cavalra were exhausted and had 
no corn The men had been 1 ept in their saddles almost all the 
time 

All the troops detached to the Bastille to the Hotel de \ ille on 
the Boulevards at the Panthlon had orders to retire upon the 
'luileries at dayhreal I sent them orders ns quid ly as possible to 
stand firm upon their posts telling them that as soon as day dawned 
columns would bo sent to jom them and we should proceed to oficn 
sive operations 

I spent the rest of the night m arranging my columns and lost 
no opportunity of raising the confidence of those about me This 
had some success I saw a gradual clearing of the faces that had 
been very melancholy foUowingon the measures I was tahng and the 
orders I was giving I had about me at least a hundred aud fifty 
officers of the general staff of the army and of the National Guar 1 
a whole crowd of generals came to offer their services There were 
too many of them every one wanted to attract my attention an 1 
mal e profession to me they made me lose precious time Add to 
all of this that hundreds of bits of news were brought me at once 
and hundreds of orders ashed for 

I required information about the National Guard Jacqueminot 
was m bed very ill He was found m a little room np four pair of 
stairs He came in a very bad humour and offered his resignation 
I told him There is no question of that tell me the arrangements 
nude with the National Guard I could get nothing out of him 

Tlie commander of the division was almost as dumb and the 
only person I could get information from was his chief of the staff 
C lonel Eollm who showed himself to be a brave and clever mah 
At 1 St at davbreah half jiast fi\e m the morning four columns 
started from the Place du Carrousel animated with a good spirit 
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mind it. i\Iy hnrR’ wnf^ at flio door, T Avas mounting it, and T 
waa codling n{»on all the t^p<'rtiitort> to follow jne. Just at this 
inonu'nt, !i\l. Crf'inicnx name ont <if tlio I’alncc and oanglit mo by flic 


lie ]ia>l filii'vi'il onliT will) vexation, .and lia‘itf'n(d to tlie Kitiir. to repri'sent to 
him tlie tlnt!"i'r of alidicatinp wlieii defe.aled. As In* entered the Tiiileries lie w.as 
informed of the nhdieafion. nnd lie Imrried to the r.iliinef, .as we have seen. lie 
was liy the Kinp'^^ ‘‘•'i''* "‘la' "‘a'' sittinp at a table with a fv-n in his hand, slowly 
writing his ahdieation, with .sjieeial nttentimi to the handwritiii". in cqiital IrtbTs. 
lliat .seamed to eonvtw the maj'-ty of the royal h.arid to the patuT. Ministers 

of the evenin'.: before, of the niuht. and of the day. the eonrtier.<, the oflieer.s. the 
I’rinee.s, the Prinee.sses. fheehildreii of the royal family, filled the apartments with 
a crowd, with apitated pronps. with confusion, with dialoyne.s, with ehatteiinps. 
'file faces bore the oxprc'sion of terror that precipitates resolutions, and break.s the 
will. This was one of the supreme moments when hearts show themselve.s in 
their n.ahedne.s.s, when the masks of rank, title, and dynasty fall from faces, and 
allow nature to be seen, often depradetl by f .ar. 'Hie sound of the firintr outside 
the court of the Louvre wa« audible .above the noise in the room. The Marslnal’s 
]iraetised ear detecti'd the whi.stliii" of one ball, ns it Hew up tow.ards the roof. 
The Marshal did not tell those about him of the ill-omened meaning of this .souml. 
Tlie. palace of the Kinp mipht have heeome a field of haltle. In his eyes, thi.s 
wa.s the moment to fiplit and not to capitulate. 

‘ “ AVliat ! sin\” said he to the Kinp. “ thev dare to advi.se you to c.apitulate in 
tlie middle of a fipht ? Do tliey Jiot know that tiiey are advisinp you to worse tli.an 
riiiu— to dispraee ! .\hdicalion iu pCaec, and with freedom of deliberation, is .s-oine- 
times the salvation of a country and the wis'lom of a Kinp. .-Midication under fire 
always looks like weakne.s.s : and. more," added he, “this weakness, which your 
enemie.s will translate into cowardice, would he useless pt this moment. Tlie fieht- 
iii'p has hepmi ; tluTC is no means of i>roeIaimitip lliis ahdieation to tin* nmnerons 
masses that are risiie.' ; a word from the advanced. jiosts would not stop their im- 
pulse. He.store order, and flien take counsel.” 

■ “Well,” .said the Kiinp, risinp as he .spoke, and {)rossing the Mai-shal's hands 
with a loving grasp, “ you forhid me then to ahdiente ? " 

“‘Yes, sire,” answered the brave soldier, with re.sjiectful cnei^y ; “ I dare to 
advise you not to yield, at this momeutat least, to a counsel that will save nothing 
and may lose all.” 

■ The King appcaivd radiant with.jo.v at seeing his feelings .shared and confinned 
hy his Gonoral's firm and martial laii.pi'age, “Marsli.al,” he said, much affected 
and in a tone of supplication, “ forgive me for having broken your sword iu your 
hands by taking away your command and giving it to Gcr.ard : he wa.s more popular 
than you ! " 

‘ “ Sire,” answered Biigeaud, “ if he hut s.ave your .Majesty, I p'udge him -none 
of your confidence.” 

‘ The King did not return to the table, and .seemed to give up the notion of ab- 
dication. The groups of conneiilors seemed stniclc witli con.steniation. Tliey 
adhered to this notion, some of them as tlioir own savin, g. some a.s the saving of 
royalty, some of them perliaps throupli secret ambitions. At least, all of tliem 
saw in it one of those solutions that m.ahe a divemion at critical moments, .and 
relieve the mind from the weight of long uncertainty. 

‘ Tlie Duke dc Llontpcnsier, the King's son, who seemed more than anyone else 
influenced by impatience for a conclusion, came close to his firther atid endeavoured 
to pereiiade him to sit down again and .sign. The Queen alone, in thi.s tumult and 
contagion of timid counsels, preserved tlie greatness, the coolness, and the re.sohi- 
tion of the wife and mother of kings. Alter joining with jMai-shal Engeand in 
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leg, calling out, ‘ Do not go, Marshal, you mil get yourself killed to no 
purpose AUisover’ I gotawayfrom 51 Cr^mieux, and I hurried 
to the Phce du Carrousel, quite determined to take the ofTensia e 
But uith grief and astonishment, I saw that all the troops had 
broken off bj sections right and left, and were leaving the Place du 
Carrousel bj all the exits I suppose that whilst I was gone to 
the Palace, Marshal Gerard liad given them orders to go back to 
barracks 

I could not stop this combined movement, the heads of the 
columns were already on the quajs or in the streets I held up my 
hands to heaven .and went on e^orted by only one officer, the artillery 
captam Pahar I went along tho waterside quaj \Mien I came to 
the house of the Chamber of Deputies, I found the place deserted, and 
the gates shut, no sentries, no caretakers, no person at all I had 
thought that the Chamber was not sitting because I had seen several 
Deputies at the Tuilenes and about it But I was going to find 
out, when a hand of rioters coming down the Quai d Orsaj began to 
shout ' Down with Slarehal Bugeaud” I went to them and said 
‘ Do you know what you are saying’ You shout ‘ Do^vn with the 
conqueror of Abdel Kader * Down with the man who can load us to 
victory over tho Germans and Russians ’ Before a month is out, 
very likejy j ou wall want my experience and courage ' ’ These w ords 
altered tlicir notions towards me, and they shouted ‘ Long live 
5[arahal Bugeaud ’ ’ while all the lot of them wanted to shale my 
hand. At the opening of the Rue de 1 UniversitS, 1 met another 
hand, and the same scene was repeated These two diversions made 
me lose sight of the Chamber of Deputies However, I remembered 
that the Palace was unguarded, hut thought that Marshal Gerard, 
who was m command and could dispose of five or six thousai d men 
who were in the Place de la Concoide, would provide for it So I 
went home to take off my imiform as quickly as I could, and hurry 
to the Chamber Some geneiols came and made me lose half an 
hour 

hen I reached tlie square of the Palais Bourbon, I saw the 


opposing the notion of a precipitate sMication, she Melded to the pressure of th6 
crowd she retired into the recess of a win low an I looked back at the King with 
indignation on her lips, and great tears in her ej es 

‘The King handed Ills abdication to the Minwters andjoined the Queen in the 
rece«s. He was no longer King but no one bad 1^1 authority to take possession 
of the kingdom Already the people were not marching to fight against the King, 
but against royalty In a word, it was too «ooii and too late 

‘ Marshal Bugeaud again resjiectfullj pointed this out to the King before bis 
departure “ I know, Marshal, said the King “but I do not choose that blood 
should be shed anj more for my sake The King was personally brave, and so 
the expression was not an excuse to cover his flight nor a cowardice This sentence 
may console the exile, and tfiake bistorv kind ‘ WTiat God approves, men haie 
no right to scorn 
VOL II 


X 
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Deputies coming out of the Palace quite terrified and \^'itll astonishing 
faces. Those who could speak told me, * All is over' a Republic is 
to be proclaimed.’ I went to a detachment of the 10th hegion, who 
had piled arms in the square, and seemed to have no notion of what 
was going on, and said to them, ‘ Do you choose to has'^e a 
Republic?’ ‘No, saci-ehleu! we wall not have it.’ ‘Well, come 
into the chamber to protect the Regent, and have the Regency 
proclaimed,’ 

There were about 150 men under a young chef-de-bataillon ; they 
unpiled arms slowly. At this moment, Oudinot came out of the 
court to find the National Guards. He made a speech to them with 
a warmth and animation that gained him my respect. I shook him 
warmly by the hand : we went into the court, and I took an Invalid’s 
musket. It was too late, a dozen Deputies were running out, and 
told us, ‘ All is over ! The Duchess is going to the Invalides by the 
Presidency Gardens ; the Republic is proclaimed.’ 

The National Guards stopped; there' was nothing to do, we were 
not strong enough to restore matters. 

Thus fell this monarchy, having given Prance seventeen years of 
peace and prosperity. History contains nothing more .shameful and 
deplorable.* 


* ‘ At six in the evening,’ says a republican writer, whose sincerity and inde- 
pendence cannot be disputed, M. Hippolyte Castille, in his History of the Secorul 
Republic, ‘ after the firing in the boulevard des Capucines, it was still possible to 
have saved the July monarchy. To do this, it would have been necessary imme- 
diately to decree a state of siege, not to appoint ministers ; give orders to all the 
troops for a speedy and crushing initiative, and let Marshal Bugeaud act. Power is 
not kept up by negotiating. In a similar situation Louis Bonaparte set an 
example that any Government may profit by, monarchies or republics, who think 
they ought to resist insurrections. 

«•■*•*** 

‘ Marshal Bugeaud’s powerlessness did not come from want of energy or incontest- 
able military ability. Coupled to a'miiiistry of conciliation, that had obtained the 
King’s permission to stop the firing, it was literally impossible for him to act. The 
King, naturally indisposed to effective measures, opposed the Marshal, who had 
been indiscreet enough in his plans to show him Paris swimming with blood. The 
city was cut up v ith barricades in every direction, communication became almost 
impossible, officers with orders only arrived after immense delay, or did not arrive 
at all. Portions of the troops were obeying previous orders when the plans had 
long been changed. Others supposed they were still under the command of the 
JJuke de Nemours, when, for several hours, they had been under Marshal Bugeaud. 
The Generals, better informed, saw that there could be' no serious repression with 
a ministry of conciliation. 

‘ Now in these e.xtreme crises, every officer, civil or military, tliinlrs of the 
future. The feeling for keeping their places plainly mingling with that of fidelity 
to the Government, they fear to act when the master hesitates ; and if the oppo- . 
sition seems likely to win the day, they do not care to make it irreconcilably 
hostile. The causes of the anny’s inaction must be sought for in these simple 
human causes, in the enormous waste of tune, and the discussions of-the night.’ 
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I hnd promised joii a succinct narrative accordiiig to what I ean . 
I have not kept mj word, and, though I have omitted a quantit) of 
particulars and incidents, I h‘\ve been \erj long, and I hope jou will 
not toraplain of it 

You will quite imderstand, mj dear colleague, that this account 
must not in any case be publiBhe<l The most you can do is to allow 
a few friends to read it, but not take copies I have not told the 
whole truth, but I ha\e told nothing that la not quite accurate, and 
attested by thousands of witncsseSk 

I have had the most positive information, bj several letters fiom 
officers of the army, and of the National Guard that far from 
having fallen in the opinion of those who saw me under thcie ciucl 
ciicumstances, I have risen 

An Unheard of concurrence of events paralysed me I conld 
make no use of my experience, and the military ability naturo has 
given me As I said at the beginning, I only had the shadow of a 
command, the Ministers, the King, the rnneos, the townspeople, all 
hindered me How much did I wish, at the time, for the Couit ind 
the Government to be at Vincennes But, above all thmgB,it would 
have been necessary ior mo to he m command of tlio tioops for a fort- 
night before, so as to identify them with my mode of action, and 
furnish them m every respect, with all things requisite for such a 
struggle In this respect, everything had been neglected, agairiBt 
my repeated official advice There was no plan for various actions 
for fighting for the retreit of rhe Government There was no 
instruction given to the troops as to how they were to act , the 
quantity of ammunition was ridiculous No stores of food at the 
principal points within the city, no tools for breaking open doors or 
cutting holes in houses, nothing in fact that showed the Bmallest 
foresight Nothing at dl had been done hut to give the different 
corps a route for going to the chief spots to he occupied This 
Itinerary had been prepared, revised, and added to as long ago as 
18J4* 

This was all that the geniuses could invent, who had to guard 
the destinies of the monarchy ‘ hen I wished to call the attention 
of the Alimsters, and of M Guizot himself, to this dangerous want 
of caution, they listened to me with a distracted and tired air, and I 


* II Thiers, alone among the members of the n*" ministry, showed any energy 
or decision at the begiiming of the crisis. He ad'ised the King at once to g^to 
8t Cloud collect his troops there, and make an offensive return to Pans The 
Marshal approved of this plan. UnhappOy, the fatal party of abdication 
j rev ailed And so those two gran I adTUer# of the crown M Ooizot, the pemni 
IScation of authority, and M Thiers, the personification of true liberty, faunderfc«I 
beneath a niiseralle rising, oi^nized by the ^atlODal, to obtain a iimr electoral 
reform. 
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saw it written in their sneering smile that they thought I was 
jealous of those in command, and was making a bid for it. They 
did not rmderstand all the devotion there was in my exhortations. 
Adieu, my dear colleague ; heartily yours, 

Marshal Bugeaud dTsly. 


After tlie terrible pain and deep sorrow of these 
days, the Marshal, feeling himself useless and sus- 
pected, went hack to La Durantie. The following 
notes, communicated by his daughter the Comtesse 
Peray, give some precious information of his life at 
this time : — 

After the fall of the monarchy, my father, in great sorrow, 
returned to La Durantie, whither my mother and I had pre- 
ceded him. 

The new Government had deprived the Marshal of his aides-de- 
camp, and arranged for supeivision round the house. Receptions of 
every kind awaited him. The evil-disposed of the surrounding 
commmies, excited by emissaries sent from Paris, met together to 
make an attack upon the house, and an’est the family. A large 
band, composed of men and women, anued with guns, pitchforks, 
and scythes, marched upon La Durantie. These wretches had been 
made to believe that the King had entimsted to my father a sum of 
thirty millions in five-franc pieces ; that this sum had been brought 
dovTi in his carriage, and hidden in the cellars of the house, to be 
divided between the King and my father after the restoration of 
order. 

When the peasants of La Durantie, who remained faithful, heard 
of the danger, they hastened to defend us. A mendicant was sent 
by the bandits as a spy ; she entered the park, saw the armed men 
upon the hall doorsteps, and upon her report the baud decided not to 
attack us rmtil they, had collected more strength. This was our 
salvation. My father had not chosen to take any precautions, only 
some forty ill-armed countrjTnen had installed themselves in a room 
of the house against his will. His heart was full of bitterness 
to see the children of the countiy that he loved with perfect devotion 
coming to him with notions of murder and pillage. On these facts 
becoming Ivnovm to the militaiy authorities of P6rigueux, they sent a 
force to the house ; however, the assailants had vanished, and did 
not appear again. 

Our days passed sadly, full of fears for Prance. My mother was 
engaged in attending to my brother, and her duties as mistress of 
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the house , mj sister tahen up with her little children Being the 
onlj one disengaged, I now composed my fathers whole stiff and 
wrote continually to his dictation By four m the morning we wc-e 
at work very often he ^vould break off, and sadlj saj to ino, ‘ Do 
} ou see, I could have saved them , but tliej did not choose it 
Think that I have never been beaten , it is strange, I have aln aj s 
done more than I promised It is not through interest or ambition 
thatlha\e served my eountrj I ne\er asked for nnj thing and 
I am without fortune AA hat blindness seized upon the King when 
he wanted to avoid civil w ar He did not understand that if he had 
let me act I should haie saved mj country from aiiaichy 

Great tears filled his eyes , I tried to console him ‘ No, my 
deir daughter,’ said he, ‘I ought to have saved them in spite of 
themselves, and told himj Sire, I restore jour throne to 5011 and 
peace to my country ’ He often referred to this dreadful day m our 
talk , this remembrance overwhelmed him 

How kmdlj and patiently did he receive my observations, when 
we, my mother, sister, qr I, made him alter a sentence that might 
have been misconstrued by his enemies when he poured out in his 
letters all the patriotic grandeur of Ins mind and I observed that 
his confidences were addressed to men incapable of understanding 
them Ho also saw everything os good and kind llovv many 
selfish men, how many inferior men, have abused this openness tins 
frankness, this transparency of heart ' 

In the course of ^larch, 1848, vhen tliere was a 
moment when Bugeaud believed in the possibility of a 
European war, he offered Ins services to M de Lamar* 
tine, the most moderate of the ministers ; but his 
offer was declined. It was then that, being insulted 
bj the journals and demagogue papers, he deter- 
mined upon sending the War - Jtmister, Colonel 
Charras, the bold and high-spirited letter, m which he 
complained of having been improperly blamed, and 
denied all participation in the alleged massacre of 
the rue Transnonnam, giMng proofs m support * 

The new doctrines now spreading unrestrained 
through Pans, the senselc‘«s humanitarian dreams of 
the communists, socialists, and other idea mongers, had 


See \ oL X. p 191 
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llu' pft of l>iifroan(rs ininfl. So Ills 

friciHls wo.ni no( aHlonishcrl to him Ktart for the 
fiirht, ami ralutc the priiKaple*^ tliat wei’c opposerl to liis 
admirahle troo']**^ens('- We fim] in a little work, ji 
kiml of treatise, pui>lishefl at Lyons in 1818 . with tlie 
tith*. Thr Stx'iiirisf.s tnifl ('oi/i/nxn fjihitur, little tracts 
of jiolitie.'il ecoiminy, intisterpiefcs of loLi'ic and clear- 
ness. Wishinii: to oj)]io>e the notirais of labour in 
common, he tak<'s a specitJu-n from tio-ricnltnrc. and 
proves his point in a })icturesfpjc and interesting way : 

Men cii) not on;j:.nia‘ in the Jiolnons Jnlunir.H of tliffifld. unlfv,- tlu'v 
iin* tiriven fu it t>y j^'ivoiial int'-ro^t. fjunilv nfi‘<'ctii»n. or tlir- nrol to 
]trovi(U> for wife .ninl chiMiTn. Men «lo not work, or linriily work at 
all. for a general (’oiiimunity. without the cxp’otutioii of diivetly 
jvnjmig tlio fruit of their laltouiv. ICiudi u>au trust? to nil the rest 
for st'ouriug the produce retjuiivd hy all. Souu* kinds of work, like 
sowings, can he well done hy ivgnlation, and st.-ttuto lahour; hut it 
is well otiough knowit how work is done for the juihlie. The 
jierfonnauce of the duty upon vicinal roads stands as a lesson. 

Look jit a poor exceptionally zealous niiiiro, lie sttinmons a 
hundred persons for five o’clock in the morning to rojtair an im- 
pass.ahle road. I’cn come at eight o’clock; they work carelessly till 
nine, '^riten comes the breakfast, taking two hours, and only at tlte 
poor maire’s reiterated exhortations do they resiune their picks, and 
let them fall softlj’ till the time comes for another meal. Tlie work- 
place, if it deserves the name, is deserted heforo the sun sets : this is 
public work. And you expect that the nation would he more 
abundantly fed than it is with such kind of work. Yon must know 
that, to make it live tolerably well, there arc twenty-four millions of 
j)ersons working very hard ail the days of their life, from dawn to 
sunset, driven by necessity and family aft’eotion. "With labour in 
common, the harvest of every 3'’c.ar would not furnish half of what 
France requires to eat. 

The Marslical could not keep silence in presence of 
the revolutionary propaganda, the odious hooks and 
pamphlets that every day made attacks upon family, 
religion, and property. He drew up one of those 
familiar dialogues, after the manner of Franklin, 
under the name of Tales of a Vendeen Hut, but bringing 
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out hi^ piecepts and wise advice in plain and easy 
langinge Initliesa;ys — 

I lament, ^\hen I see such large nombers of people m our great 
towns, w allving about doing nothing, even the daj labourers while 
in the fields, we find a melmcholj solitude, except near the large 
towns Most of the work remains to be done, and what is done is 
verj imperfect That is a verj rich mme to be worl ed to the 
advantage of the happiness and morality of the nation If the 
people have a more rational education they wU no more believe in 
the chimeras of socialists, and will better appreciate coiintrj life 
Instead of massing themsehes in the great towns, they will stay in 
the villages They will understand that if their labour is harder 
and their pay less, they have a safer and freer life, more mdependent 
of political and financial crises 

In a tune of disturbance the peasant is not so well off as m time 
of peace But he does not suffer hunger, and he can wait till order 
the great benefactor of humamh, is re established Jleanwlnle he 
sows his com, and watches it grow , he attends to his cows and sees 
the calves hom But the tow-n workman is a prey to want, and 
complete idleness when work ceases Then it is that evil ambitious 
men take hold of him, drive him to despair, and make him get up a 
not, m which numbers pay with their blood for the elevation of the 
tribunes who have stined them up Immediately afterwards the 
mass IB still more wretched , but the quaclis are in power , then 
they make empty speeches and laws, and, as they are well placed 
they now call on the people to be orderly and patient Oh detest 
able deceivers of the people how I hate, how I despise you ' 

About this time he wrote the following letter to 
his fnend, the great journalist, Louis Veuillot ; it 
was jniblislied, and had a great effect : 

La LuranUe, 1th March, 1848 

My DEAR Frievd —You appear just as I have alwajs supposed 
you would, you neglected me in my prosperity, you come to me 
when you see that I am unhappy You say jou do not approach 
me with consolation and you are very nght In personal matters 
I have no affliction, no regret I pray that France maj be happily 
delivered from this severe trial I give my cordial support to the 
men brought into power bj circumstances I have no grudge 
against them for their past, although they largely contributed to the 
crisis we are now labounng under It is enough for me ll 
declare themselves for the maintenance of order, and 
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of persons and properties. When I saw them boldly and cleverly 
struggling against men, who wanted more than a Republie, I 
understood that it was right -to give them support, morally at 
least, and I made haste to offer my sfervices. 

In the Departments, as at Paris, all honest and sensible men feel 
the same. 

The acts of the provisional Government in general give proof of 
wisdom. Yet I very much regretted, for them, and for us, their , 
promise to secure work for the people. God alone can perform such 
a promise. The duty of any Government lies only within its power, 
and I defy all the theorists put together to find a solution of the 
problem. The men actually in power have preached in their writings 
the doctrine of a right to work ; they must regret it now when they ' 
have to meet the difficulty. , To keep the worlnnen patient, they 
are appointing a commission. They say they are rnaldng inquiries ; 
they say they, with the workmen, are preparing a bill to be submitted 
to the National Assembly. This ought to have been done before the 
doctrine was spread abroad in the workshops. The only labour 
establishment it has been possible to open yet is one for doing earth- 
works. But the weavers, the embroiderers, the workers in iron- 
mongery, in jewellery, in joiirery, &c., &c., will they go and move 
earth when neither their hands nor their backs are used to that sort 
of work ? They must have work in their trade given them, and 
how could it be imagined that a government would be able to do 
this? YTiere could the vast sums required be found ? And if, we 
imagine they were found, how could the Government look after such 
various Avorks? YTiere could it get lid of the produce? for it 
would only undertake this immense task if nothing was being sold. 
If there was profit to be made, there would be no need of govern- 
ment : the manufacturers would provide work, the capitalists find 
money. 

My dear friend, none but the people can find work for 
the people. The tailor finds work for the shoemaker, and recipro- 
cally in all trades. The Government can do nothing in it directly. 
Indirectly it can favour trade, by good customs tariffs, by good 
treaties of commerce, by the multiplication and improvement of 
roads of communication, by the maintenance of peace abroad, and 
of law and order at home. 

These two last conditions are much more essential to rvliat is 
called the people, than to the rich.- The rich man can rvait for the 
restoration of order ; his fortune may be a little diminished, but 
he wiU get his food and clothes. The very life of the people, on • 
the contrary, is immediately affected by any distm’bance ; they 
have no time to wait, for they live from day to day by their labour. 

If you Icnow M. Louis Blanc, tell him this from me. 

You have then, my. friend, some texts that your pen can expand 



PROVISIONAL GOVERNJIFNT 


313 


mncli better, if you choose to take them up Bo certain that just 
at this moment, they 'll e much more important than the (.It^cussion 
of religious questions, or even of liberty of teaching The most 
jiressmg need is to mal e the workmen of our great towns under 
stand that there is nothing more impossible to resolve or more 
absurd, than the questions they have advanced ns to the organiration 
of work, and the association of workmen 

Are we not all associated in fact^ Is not the workmans 
interest intimately hound up with that of the head of thefactoiv*^ 
If the head does not make his money how can he continue to 
supply work‘> And if he has to close his factory because of his 
worl men’s demands, have not they killed the goose with the golden 
eergs? If the factory is left to the associated woikmen they are 
not much bettor off , they arc deficient in capital, as w ell as si ill 
and unity of direction Thej would have to appoint a council of 
administration paid in proportion to the superiority of its abihtj, 
over that of the other workmen, and it will absorb more of the 
returns than did the masters profit 

The simple workmen would share the risk of losses ha bank 
ruptcy, bj the reduction of prices and by accidents of all kinds 
They would have to wait for the annual making up of accounts, 
to 1 now if there was any lionus But men niust have something 
beforehand to be able to wait till the end of the year for payment , 
but if instead of a bonus there is a loss, as often happens to manu- 
facturers, the passed accounts would have to be reported to the 
whole number , would that be possible’ And if impossible what 
becomes of the enterprise’ It is dead The associates would 
disperse of themselves and be eager enough to ask a settled salary 
from a head of a factory, who would undertake to find the capital, 
the tools of trade, and bear all the risks of loss 

Mj friend, it is the time, the force of circumstances or God 
Ilimsclf, as jou like to sav, that has organized the working world 
as it now IS Do our learned writers pretend to he cleverer than 
God’ Probably they imagine they are, because they want to reform 
what 13 the growth of ages 

No doubt everything is not of this mind There arc hippy 
and unhappy, many worl ers and some idle some men grow nch 
by labour, and most remain poor This is melancholy, no doubt, 
but this miserable world is thus organized and all the attempts men 
male to change this order of thmgs, will only result in evil, all 
that can be done by human means is to apply some palliatives by 
institutions, and by chanty 

W ben the dearth of work does not depend on a general Caiiae, 
when only one or two towns are suffenng, the Govcniraent can give 
them some relief, and ought to But the principle 
estabbshed, that it is the duty of Government 
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the wise principles that govern it at this moment, an amnesty will 
soon come. They would not like to be less generous than the July 
monarchy. 

Adieu, my dear children ; love me as I love you, and come soon. 

Marshal Bugeaud. 

At tlie time of great social crises, wlien revo- 
lution throws families into disorder and trouble, 
parting relations and friends, everyone feels, a wish 
to exchange impressions with those he loves ; man 
becomes more confidential, more communicative. 
The two following letters, written to, his sincere 
friends, M. Gardere and M.. Roches, clearly disjDlay 
the condition of the Marshal’s mind after the cata- 
strophe at Paris, and give excellent information. 

La Durantie, '^9ith March, 1848. 

I cannot tell you, my dear Gardere, how happy I was to get 
your letter of the 26th. I was asking everyone about you, when 
you had gone to Havre upon the first symptoms of the cataclysm ; 
is he in England, America, or Bordeaux ? At last you are at 
Paris. God be praised. Your business, from its nature, is less 
affected than that of others. God be praised again ; and vdien I say 
that my ovm interest comes in for a small share of it. Here we 
are quiet, because our neighbours, town and country, love us. I 
am really veiy popular all over our country. I might have been 
elected for the national representation by a gi’eat majority ; but 
I thought I had supported the constitutional monarchy too warmly, 
for it to be proper for me to go and found a republic vntliin a month 
of having opposed, I do not say fought with it in the streets, kly 
presence would have made the republicans of the time just past, and 
of the streets, suspicious. I should have been more injurious than 
useful. And besides, I should have suffered much from the 
declamations I must have heard. I should have been a real 
contradiction. I therefore announced in the newspapers of the 
department that I could not accept the votes offered me on aU sides. 

I received most touching letters from the army. 

Around me there is a great wish for an honest republic ; but 
a feeling that spreads every day, and far in the south and south- 
west, is that a hateful tyi-anny must he resisted. It would not he 
easy to establish a terror, or to attack property ; this would be the 
signal for civil war. 
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As for me, mv dear friend, I ‘im bo pl-xd to icturn to my fnnniiii,' 
life, for I ha\e a horror of a political life and of cojtiim j>co])I( in 
the towns still more, detestation for the plotters or false hiukIh 
tint deceive this people "V^hat madness is this organization of 
labour, the right of vvorl , association, destruction of competition 
(tc htadmen' You would overturn trade and society, jxrlmfw 
jou ma) cause streams of blood to flow, and then tilings will Af^am 
become what time, nccessitj, and God Ilimsclf, has made tlicin 
A thousand friendships, Ac 


To Sr LEo^ Uociics, ciiAnof^ DAriAinEs, at Tanoii n 


La Z?«ran/ie, ith Ma;/, 18^8 


3Ii ncAR RocitEs,— r was glad to receive your letter from 
Algiers, I found jour whole heart and soul in it I was rniich 
gratified, and be sure I return your feelings Sfy wife wislits me to 
eaj the same for her 

Yea, great events have taken place since our last txrJiangi of 
letters Alas ’ if it were onlj a republic substituted fi r the mr niiri Iiv 
that the King thought he ought not or could not defend J would 
take my part in if In rcaht}, from m} c)itl<Ui<uMl wmiii th 
have verj democratic, I have alwajs lived in intirnaiy vvifli 
the people, either in camp or in the fields, and m those two p iNitionc 
I think I have proved my love Cut, inj fnuid lli' arrival of a 
pure democracy has given rise to a multitudi of al/riird and 
dangerous theories and bad pa ^'lons tint Very much nidangir tin 
future of the republic AH the world lu*! nceivcd it, not with 
transports, but, at lea«t, with a rcigriafion mingj d \ ilh ho/x Tin 
great pnnciples at fir^t proclaim'^d had raiiSMl thf dMapj»fariiK/* of 
some of the fear and Tclurtance that luturallj an// from tin nimm 
trance of what the elder ei?ler vva* Cut tint crmfulnicp r/nn 


disappeared, Ix»cansf> it was found that all thf proceedm/r and all 
the talk of ’0‘j came up again, exorjit tin gndlotinf t 'orm/n^'i ju< t* 

^cre sent into th” dfpartmmtH Ut revolutioms' tlifrn and mamjulatf 
the election* , they/" very roon divided thf into tvo off 
the pure and thr iiujure, th late and th' fiiturf rf j/nn/c.irt* 

^or»t of the street rabbi wtr» rtirrcd up agjin»t th” t//y iifia f> « I 
the net in rnaij ur ih, and in rowif tfamln/s thw m >b o/wn ttf-d 
dfrphrable ontragf 

I was mjs^^If th-eabiifd v ith roWxTV, and prh j/- fh^*h, W -a 
neighVunng cornmune, th”t a l/ni Ij yr had ^ 

I^^’erof I vfll Luwn 

s’fd ^1*0 h th JmovMy' t’j^t f wa* ^ 

t'nrt; r oI it” r>- ghlx/or,, a'rrifd y jth drd’ , 

I had fi,. d I t./r ^ 
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Tlie revolntion followed tlic Horm.il course, and 
excesses speedil}’ followed the follies. We think it 
interestinn- to cive a confidental letter from i\I. Thiers’ 

O O 

to Marshal Biiireaud, written a few days after the 
invasion of the Chamher by the Radicals of the time, 
loth ^lay, ]8-i8: — * 


Paris, ISth Mai/, 1848. 

iMv DKAu !MAi;Kn.VL, — I am going to try to wTitc more legibly. 

Jlezaimoii ami Dupont, h.ave shown much ill-wll towards 
me, and so there is no n.se in thinking about them any more. In 
general it takes a good deal of courage to nominate me. I mn a 
rejux'-sentative of the past: what they call the reaction, and it is 
known that I should like things quite contrary to the spirit of tlie 
times. Also I am nominated everywhere, for those pcojde are in a 
njinority everywhere. 

I am nominated in the Seine Tnfdrieure, in the Seine, in the 
Orne, and the Gironde, besides several other places where my 
candidature is not so serious. Now everywhere, by the side of bold 
partisans, who come to the front, of their own motion, unlaiowi to 
me. there are fastidious jieople who consider it unseasonable or 
dangerous that I should be nominated. Thus I cannot tell if I 
shall be elected with so many nominations. I incline to think not. 
I have not much hope except at Paris, and that will be a terrible 
fight. But the national guard that has jn-eserved order, such sort of 
order as is left us, are not afraid of dictators, and will freely support 
me. There is nothing to fear then but cheating, and M. Louis 
Blanc’s eighty thousand pensioners, paid by the treasury at forty 
sous a-day. I have my ojiinion, and shall speak about property, 
taxes, finances, good or bad government, unbearable things at the 
present time. If I had been in the Assembly during these last days, 
I should have wished' some results to have ensued from the crime 
committed against it; and so should be as inconvenient to my 
friends as odious to my enemies. At the bottom of my heart I 
doubt my use in the Assembly ; and I only go thither because I' am 
bound in honour. I think it would be better if they left me to die 


* This letter shows M. Thiers, who was not a Deputy, much engaged with his 
numerous candidatures for the Legislative Assembly. Was not this a sort of 
plebiscite that the late minister was already dreaming of, a plebiscite that was 
eighteen years later to be an honour paid by France to his patriotism ? It certainly 
would have been curious in 1873, just -when M. Thiers, as chief of the state, was 
treacherously stirred up agaiiist the Conservatives by the extreme Radicals, to 
remind him of what he thought of his future allies in 1848. 
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in retirement, as I corrlcl always be broaght out if there was anything 
useful to he done. Anyw.iy I do not choose to make mjself 
ridiculous by standing in too many places, and shall retire from 
those wheio there is no chance. As the Dordogne seems one of 
these, I think, my dear Marshal, yon must spare your pains, and 
hold hard. At least I think so, MSI. Dupont, Dezaimon, and 
other®, being quite against mo. I leave you to judge. 

You cannot imagine how many tricks, follies, and douhle-faced 
proceedings M. de Lamartine is perpetrating , it is he that has been 
the cause of everything these latter days. It is he that has caused 
doubt of the orders given ; he objected to the arrest of Blanqui, 
demanded by Caussidiere. I keep on waiting, and hove a great w ish 
to hear the expression of your concentrated anger. I have written 
legibly to you to get this expression as m} reward. I lepeat that I 
trast to you about the candidature for the Dordogne , but it seems a 
useless trouble foi j ou, and an unlikely chance for me. 

Cordially yours, 

A. Tiiibrs. 

As ire have M, Tliiers’ letter, it seems intei-esting 
to give another irritten by Commandant Trochn, 
formerly an aide-de-camp of the Marshal’s, to his 
former chief.* 


* TLc Jlarslial’a affettion for M Trocha ba<l already lasted some j enrs, as sho t ii 
bj these letter® 

‘ JIarshal Bugeato to Krva Lours PmurpE 

‘ Alyi€Ts, 3nZ June, 1846 

' Sir, — A t the same time as I send a request to*the War-Minister for the pro 
motion of Captain Trochn, my sole aide decamp, trusting to jour kmilncss, I 
address myself directlj to jour Majesty, "with a request that you will grant me 
tins faaour I shall look lymn jt us a ^lersonal reconyiense for the sen ices I have 
been aide to remler in this eight mouths’ crisis that Algeria has gone through 
‘And jet, mr,, in requesting therank of chef d’Eseadron for M IVDchu, I helieve 
that I am doing the state good service When we meet with men of military capacity 
and qualities above tbe general Lne, thej ought not to he kept in the ordinary 
groove If they are left to grow old in infinor rank, the country is deprived of 
the great sin ices they might do it in a more elevated position 

‘ Too manj incapable men come to the top l»y senioritj the number of tLem 
’ ■* - - tbe fatore of the country , thej might 

I to some well proved cap’icities, so that 
being still jonng when thej re^i the rank of General Officer, they maybe 3 
warrant for the s-afetj of France, and the honour of her standard 

' Captain Trochn completel) answerssotheseviewsofthenational future Ifhe 
tlid not Ixloii" to a special service nothing cooW be easier; he his been three years 
m his present rank, vnth sus jears* service and distinction in Afrn-a flow many 
VOL. II. . . ' V " 
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COMMAKDAXT TKOCIfU'^TO I\lARSirA^ Bl’CHAUD. 

'fours, l(jlh Majj, 1818. 

^Marshal, — S ince the last letter I had the honour to write you, 

I have hoen ohliged to go twice to Paris to expedite tlie arrangement 
of my father’s l)Usinoss, and provide for the speedy conveyance to 
Jh’itt,‘iny of the ])art of my family that is at Lyons, in the difficult 
]iosition yoii know of. The important events that have taken place at ■ 
Paris will be reflected in the ])rovinec.s. Lyons will be in a great 
state of agitation. And there is reason to fear that some of those 
violent scenes that have often occurred in the hi.story of that unfor- 
tunate city will t.ake {dace. You may rest assured, sir, that as 
soon as I am free from anxiety about my family, and I know that 
they have started on their journo}'’ back to their own country, I 
shall not lose a minute in hurrying to La Dnrantie. 

1 saw Pourichon in Paris. He was very melancholy,, nnd did not 
see the country’s future in my ro.sy light. lie could see nothing 
in prospect for himself, and lived from day to day as all the world 
now does in France. Everybody in Paris was very anxious 
as to the chances of a violent manifestation directed against the 
National Assembly, although the streets were quiet. 

To-day’s papers toll us that it has token place, and ended qnietly 
enough after the airest of some of the demoniacs. Three months 
ago France made a revolution to have an electoral reform ; she has 
got universal suffrage, and hero she is trying a revolution against it. 
How like it is to the story of spoilt children cr}ang out for a little 
bit of sugar, getting a great deal, and then wanting the mooii. 


cavalry and infantry captains have become superior ofRcers'in war-time with less 
claim than he has. But on the staff it would bo exceptional, a great reason being 
in the considerations I have laid before Your Majestj'. 

‘ Sire, you ouglit not to be appealed to for anj’thhig but extraordinaiv matters 
of great interest, public or private. I do this with confidence, being sure to be 
understood. 

‘ I am, with profound respect 

' MARsmvL d’Islt.’ 

Kixg Louis-Philippe to Marshal Duke d’Islt. 

‘ My Dear Marshal, — I read the letter you -wrote me in favour of your aide- 
de-camp, Captain Trochu, with very real interest. I spoke to the War-Minister 
about it, and do myself the pleasure of telling you that I found the best disposition 
in that quarter ; you may also reckon upon me, and I expect that M. 'Trochu will 
not be long before he obtains the promotion tluit his good services, and your testi- 
mony in Ids favour, deserve. Believe, my dear Marshal, all my feelhigs towards 
you. 

* ‘Your affectionate 

‘Louis-Philippe.’ 

Prom the Marquis de Piers’ Collection of Autographs. 
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Ei\et still does not write to me The letters I receive from 
Algiers still show the greatest anxiety for the future Genernl 
Cavaignac has declined a good deal m estimation during Ins short 
government There is General Cliaugamier who is going to take 
to it his practice in managing the troops hy Tits will and 2^ou.er of 
conquest I think he wnll want these great qualities and se\eral 
more that he does not possess to as great a degree 

I have heard that SIdme Feraj came to Algiers alone in better 
health, and most bravely encountering the tnaL she had to go 
through We hope that she is now with the Duchess, and request 
j oil to convey the expression of onr deep and respectful sympathy 
to tho'^e ladies 

I am, avith respect. Marshal jonr most smeerely devoted, 

J TrOciiu 

Theie is a portrait of Marshal Bugeaud horn the 
hand of his old aide*de*camp, General Trochu, gi\en 
in VArmee Francaise, that is a fitting sequel to the 
affectionate letter aho\e — 

Could any one not bow to the sincerity of his patiiotism the 
firmness of his incomparable good sense the breadth of his view« 
the wealth of bis experience the redly antique simplicity of hi» life 
and h ibits o • / 

Perhaps the most remarkable of these grand natural faculty < 
was the singular intrepidity that he displayed m danger, boundless 
and without preparation To this he owed the precious 

adv antage of preserving at the most exciting moments a steadfastness 
of observation a sohditv of judgment that allowed him to choose 
bis line avith a mmd inaccessible to disturbance, great sagacit), 
never agitated by eaen the lieaviest feeling of responsibibty He 
was permanently m the condition of a military professor propag iting 
what he called “ proper notions with unwearied nctivitj, without 
the smallest care for the rank or quality of liis hearers He was 
a whole treasurj of professional Imowledge, where the principles 
of war founded upon an attentive ohseraation of the a anons states 
of the human soul and the iiimd of troops in the midst of danger, 
were supjwrted hj the exciting tales of events that went back to 
the battle of Austerlitz and extended to the struggles of the First 
Empire ' 

The letter below written to the by 

Geneial Bedeau, shows that thoughts ly 
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turning to tlie conqueror of Isly, and that liis African 
lieutenants were turning their eyes towards liiin as 
the future . preserver of order and society. 


Paris, 19f/i May, 1848. 

Marshal, — Yon know the events of the 15th of May, and the 
fearful anarchy we were falling into, hut for the vigorous action of 
the National Guard. Still we are daily threatened Avith a fresh 
attack, though I do not believe in it much, because some of the 
chief ringleaders have been arrested, and others are afraid to com- 
ju’omise themselves any more, AAushing to preserve an influence 
on the assembly and Government, that vull be refused them ; lastly, 
because, being entrusted AAuth the duty of seeming the independence 
or the defence of the legislative palace, I am careful in my precautions ,* 
but that does not advance us any further. The Assembly is dis- 
trustful of the executive poAA'^er, and jealous, although they would 
give the Assembly their confidence in a Avay that has been already 
ill-reAA'’arded. These questions Avill be settled some of these- days. 

I think that the Chamber Avill not give up its poAA^ef, but the struggle 
continues. As in statics tAvo opposing forces annul each other, we 
must expect a status quo, and barren debates AA^’earying the countiy. 

The Assembly, klarshal, has done me the honour to put me in 
command of the forces destined for its protection. I have accepted - 
this as the duty of a good citizen, but probably in a few days I shall 
resign the important duty, because the executive poAA'^er is too jealous ' 
of me, and is every moment putting sticks into my Avheels. If AA*e 
do not come to a decision to have one commandant for all the troojDS 
at Paris, the movable national guard, and the stationarj'^ national 
guard, Avho have independent clfiefs, we shall come to a state of 
anarch}’-, and pei’haps to a general movement of the national guard, 
dangerous to the GoA’-ernment it despises, to the republic it loA^es, 
notAAuthstanding the sufterings that haAm been, and still are, the 
consequences of the installation of this GoA’-ernment. Perhaps 
you will take me for a modern Cassandra; I hope so. I begin 
to groAV old, and men are said to dote Avhen they groAV old ; but 
these are my prophecies. Marshal ; God grant that they come not 
true. 

I liaA^e communicated your Idnd remembrance to N6grier ; he is 
A’-ery much gratified, and desires me to couA’-ey his resijects to you. 

As for the 900 muskets and cartridges he is said to liaA-e bought, to 
arm the representatives and give them the means of resistance, it is 
a story. xGl the AA’orlcl, Marshal, is not as energetic as you are. 
and (loes not knoAV so Avell hoAV to use the SAVord, or speech, or the 
plough. 
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I Anul } on, Marshal for the I rad things j ou snj to me I 
can ne^e^ forget the cimpiigns I made under jour orders anj more 
than the good feeling there aaas between ns and the constant 
1 indness shown me by tlie Duchess have the goodness to be my 
interpreter to her and con\ej to her mj resjiectful homage and 
} ourself receia e the assurance of my most devoted feelings 

Bedeau 



CHAPTER XYI. 


THE DAYS OF JUIS^E. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS ( 1848 ). 

Days of June — Weakening of the Republic — Letters to Jamin and Fdray — The 
Marshal consulted on the choice of a Governor for Algeria — Constitution of 
September — 'J'hc Presidential Elections — Bugeaud a Candidate — Letters to 
Lavergne — Resignation — Letter to IJucrot — The Era of the Csesars — Letter to 
L’JIeureux, 

The days of June were brought about by the letting 
loose of the passions of the rabble, added to the un- 
popularity, the weaicness, and isolation of the repub- 
lican government ; that is to say, one of the most 
sanguinary and formidable insurrections France has 
had to endure. When we think of the torrehts of 
blood that flowed in the streets of Paris to enable the 
republicans of the Rational to keep their jin^er a 
few months more, we cannot prevent om’selves from 
remembering the abuse and calumny heaped on the 
heads of King Louis-Philippe’s Government, and 
Marshal Bugeaud, in consequence of the repression 
of riots got up by those same repubheans, who 
recoiled from no violence that might preserve their 
])0^\mr when they had become members of the Govern- 
ment. 

During these days of woe, the Marshal was at La 
Durantie, and God spared the conqueror of Isly the 
sorrow of shedding the blood of Frenchmen. The 
following letter written to Colonel Jamin, sometime 
aide-de-camp to the Duke d’Aumale, incidentally 
touches upon the grave events that had taken j^lace. 
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To Colonel Jamtn, CoMMA^DI^o the Stii Eegiment of tug 
Line in Alceriv 

La Durantic 4/A July 18-iS 

Sh DEAF CoiONEL OrO of HIJ RClghboiirS flud fllOmU bCj,3 

mo to recommend to }ou his son Antoine A \\ho bus 

joined jour regiment as a \olmiteer I hope be is uortbj of tbc 
recommendation I «ond jon, if be i* jou uill ollige me In gning 
liimlus stripes, and afterwartls 1 cepmgan ejeupon bim, to pii"!! linn 
if he desera es it 

bat cruel events, mj dear colonel* lour heart must bn\e 
been avnmg by tbeni as much and more than mine for jon have lind 
a closer view than I have of tlie noble and e\ccll''nt family that 
deserv ed quite another fate It had not failed in any of its j romi ts 
it uas the victim of shameless ambition and socialist ideas 

The demagogues the fal«e or perverse minds have seized tho 
power , the gate was opened to them by the ambitions of the 
dynastic opposition who thought tho Ministry hod lasted too long 
ho doubt there were faults m pnrliamcntaij and govcrnmtiit 
tactics Tho hlmistrj should have been dismissed sooner the mtn 
changed to satisfj the ambitious and mal e some concessions to tb so 
notions of reform , but they have been punished ns if tlioj had com 
mitted Climes In other words the catastrophe and ens s were oul\ 
retarded h) giving w aj , for the fall might ' avc been a\ oidod b> m( ro 
strictness and foresight \ 

Socialist ideas the excesses of the press the pcrmancntlj factious 
could not fail to bring an attempt at revolution upon us fins had 
been written, for me, long ago, and therefore m rebruarj I did all I 
could to urge energetic preparation against the storm llio JlmiRtij 
and pprhaps the King himself attributing my advice to personal 
interest thought that I was tlius making a bid to be Governor of 
Pans and they attended vervhttle to me for two months Tbc\ 
wanted to give me the command but did not venture to I rave 
Duchatel wlio thought tliat Jacqneniinot would bo humiliated if he 
was commanded bj a Srarshal France* However Jacqueminot 
V' ns verj ill, and could do no useful service The troops were under 
a lieutenant general but there could be no unity 

The troops remained seventy hours under arms in presence of tho 
rioters, who were breaking tho lampa, burning the guard rooms 
cutting down the trees in the Champs EIjsCes and the Boulevards 
w itliout being hindered in any wav At the same tune thej v\ero 
covering the National Guard witli abuse, and softening the hearts 
of the Line bj a lot of speeches * "ion arc of tbe people ns v\e are 
jou are our brothers, vou would not fire upon us when we onlv 
want our libertv ’ and thej were allowed to talk like this not two 
paces oft 
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At last it was decided that I AA'as to have the command, and I 
took it at three in the morning of the 24th. At seven, AA’laen all mj’^ 
arrangements were made for a powerful resistance, and one column 
had taken the oftehsive in several jilaces, the new Ministers, Thiers 
and Barrot, came and brought me the King’s order to Avithdraw the 
troops and mass them around the Tuileries and garden, I long 
resisted this fatal order, not understanding all the meaning of it, hut 
had to yield to fresh commands. At last, AAdien the solemn moment 
came, AA’^hen shots AA^ere falling on the Palace, and it ought to haA^e 
been defended, the command Awas taken from me and conferred upon 
hlarshal G6rard. And the King had abdicated ! Hearing firing m 
the direction of the LouAwe, I hurried to repulse the attack, although 
no longer commanding, Avhen I found aU the troops evacuating the 
Place du Carrousel, and going out by all the exits. At the same 
time I heard that the King AA'as making his AAaay out by the garden, 
I could do no more than raise my hands to hesA^en and groan deeply 
oA’-er the fall of the monarchy that had given France seA^'enteen years 
of i^eace, liberty, and jn-ogress of all kinds, 

I AA’ill not tell you about the march of events for the last four months, 
nor the dreadful days of the 23rd, 24th, 26th, and 2(3 th of ^Tune. 
The papers aauU haA^e told jmu all I could say. I think that the red 
Republic is beaten for some time, but the socialist notions ahvays 
exist ; and if most energetic measures are not taken against the pro- 
moters of anarchy, a little sooner or a little later we shall see the 
struggle begin again. 

Adieri, my dear colonel. I tliink you are very lucky to be in Africa, 
far from these melancholy disputes betAAeen civilisation and barbarism. 
The Arabs we call barbarous are infinitely less so than aau are. 
Recall me to the recollection of our braA^e army ; I bear it in my 
heart, and am soiry I ever left it. 

A thousand friendships. 

Marshal Duke n’lsur-. 

Thougli tlie Marshal -had little confidence in the 
Republican Government, lie was above all things a 
man of order and authority, approvuig smcerely of 
General Cavaignac’s energy in repressuig the riot. 

Colonel Feray, the Marshal’s son-in-laiv, being 
then at Paris, was confidentially sent for by the 
President of tlie executwe power, General CaA^aignac, 
and asked by him to consult the old governor of the 
country on the choice of a GoA^ernor-general, and 
various questions relating to Algeria. 
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Tlie leply of tlie old conqueror and organizei of 
Afiica -^ras ^ent -without delay, and there is no occa- 
sion to e-^patiate upon the interest and \ alue of this 
document, a kind of confidential memoir of high 
impoit ■ — 


La Durantie, 23rc? Jul^, 18i8 

My deak Henky, — Before I *)ns\\cr the questions \ou put me 
in \our letter of the 2lBt, I wsh to tell jou that, Inving this moment 
noiin reid that of 2l8t July, I ha\e been more struck than on the first 
leiiling h\ what CaMignic told joti alwut me There pievails m 
his uorclg an ardour of sineerit},lo>alty, and patriotism that compels 
coiiMction and belief I certainly have more confidence m it tlian m 
tlieuord^of the other personage, whom I have always considered 
less sincere, less patriotic, and \eiy eelfish Perlinps we have been 
too severe in our opinion of him He certainly has undoubted 
qualities and I am verj glad tliat his conduct in the four dajs has 
deserved public esteem lie is one more man to protect society, 
and we have none’to spare 
Now for your questions 

I think an attempt should be made to find the Governor 
general among the mar^tlnnx de camp (mnjoi generals) whoso 
caieer has been in Africa But if a man witli tlio piopci qunlifica 
tions cannot be found among them, then go to the colonela or 
lieutenant colonels Among UiemarCclwux do camp made m tin, last 
two or three years, I ovvn I am rather m a difficulty Saint Ainaud 
Would suit bj hia fervour, his abilitj, his bravei), lus quick deter 
inination and his power of command But ho is too light in lus 
jiiivate conduct, he has debts, and is always inclined to make more 
bo he roust be set aside, though with regret 

P^hssier has many qualifications, but is not wido enough m mind 
he is very brave, but has not iniich*notiori of war Ihcn lus thar 
actor would not chime m well with the civil jiowcr 'i’liongh n vtry 
good man, he is verj violent at times, and also rather iidiculons m 
hi9 wiys Anjhow, he is a man of energy, honest, verv well 
di ciplmed, very exact in obedience tooidcrs Ho might botalcn 
up again if we find no better 

I 1 now MacMahon very little I know lie is an cTCollont 
fighting officer, very soldierly, veiy firm , but I flo not know if Jio 
hi*! the Ireadth of mind ncccssarj for the govcrimicnt of Luroi<oaji8 
aiid Arabs I am doubtful of him 

As far as I have seen, General iUom*! hnn acomed more 
mtelhgeiit, more capable , he is aKo an e\u Ik nt fighting oflictr, an* 

I bcheve very honest But Iiw alliance with a Jewe^^ thougu 
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If it liad sliglitly purified tlie departmental administration, u’liile 
waiting, it would have done good service to order ; and Ave might 
have hoped for elections that would have given a large majority in 
the Assembly to a moderate Eepublic. I have no hopes from the 
character of J\I]\I. Dufaure and Vivien. They are not of the 
stature to save the country; they are only clever debaters for a 
government regularly established. Can they impose a salutary fear 
upon the red and socialist factions ? I am far from believmg' if. 
I much more think that their audacity will increase. As for con- 
ciliating them, if MM. Dufaure and Vivieri hope this, they are very 
idiotically artless. 

I, therefore, do not expect an}' decisive serAUce from them ; and, 
like you, I am afraid that they Avill diAude our party by their talent 
in debate, and tlie personal consideration they enjoy as honest men. 

It is very evident to any clear-sighted man, that this bastard 
and lame combination has only been invented to give a chance for 
Cayaignac’s candidatiu’e. It is a bid for Amtes, and nothing else. 
All the same, many people AviU be caught by it, if a large number of 
the accredited organs of the press do not expose the snare. 

I did not loioAV the behaviour of the Siecle ; I do not see it. I 
have let my subscription to the Dehats expire ; I only receive the 
Press, the Asscmhlee Nationale, the Constitutionnel, and some AA'ell- 
Avritten country papers. 

The Constitutionnel has surprised me a little ; but I thought, 
and still think, that its indecision, and perhaps its support, AA'ere only 
a trick of war to get greater influence afterAvards by the moderation 
displayed at first. If it was hot that, the reason must be in its having 
abandoned its chief prompter, AAdio.has, nevertheless, great claims on 
the Republican Government. I do not Ioioav if this personage, 
whom I appreciate still more than I did for his late speeches, and 
his book upon property, has received communications from Louis 
Napoleon; vdiat I Iniow very Avell is that no overture has been made 
to me from that side. 

Some one has AAuitten to my friends to tell them to persuade me 
to go to Paris, as some important personages there wish to converse 
Avith me._ I ansAA^ered that I AA'as AA'aiting in mj?^ fields till France 
Avants me, either at home or abroad ; that I AA’^ould present myself in 
ansAA'er to the appeal of the public or of the Assembly, biit not to that 
of one or many indiAuduals, esjjecially AA'hen they are unlmoAvn to me. 

I am entirely of your opinion ; the party of social order can no 
longer retire from the field ; it has only done too much so fiir. It 
must have its candidate for the Presidentship, must bring him 
forward openly, and as actiA’el)’ as possible. If thcA' disappear, they 
will make themseh'es forgotten or abandoned by all AA’eak men 
without political faith ; and that is the majority. 

Is the candidate to be the person yoAi mention ? That is for 
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3 ou, gentlemen to determine All that I can ea} is, that though he 
IS not conceited enough to think himself the providential man he 
%\ould not con'iider that dot} ahove his devotion, his courage and 
his firm resolution , hut would assist avith oil the poner of his 
soul and bod} m bringing Krmice back to the basis that might 
produce the restoration of order to her, by the reign of avise laws, 
and piospenty to the fullest extent through order 

In the last fortnight overtures ha\e been made to him from 
Pans, and various places m Fiance, similar to 30urs They come 
from men of almost all shades of politics — except the red, )ou may 
be sure Joumahsts from the west and south have offered the 
support of their circulation He is, besides informed that in several 
departments the Legitimists have joined wnth the old and new 
Conservatives m this notion, that some of the former ha\e written 
to Eome to endeavour to obtain the Popes recommendation to the 
clergy , that others have WTitten to Enghnd to engage high person 
ages to support his candidatuie witli their friends but without the 
pubhcit) of the press 

I tell 3 ou these things confidentially because one confidence is 
worth another, but I should not have spoken of it to 3 ou if 30a 
had not challenged me But as yon have the notion it is well that 
30U should I now e'ver3 thing that I Imow on the state of the ques 
tion, for 5 our guidance ' 

I hope 30U will think that the person 30U ha\e m view would 
never have dared to pretend to so great and formidable an honour, 
but 3 ou must equally understand, that if b3 an almost impo«sibiht3 , 
it came to him, be would not recoil from this great mission He 
feels conscious of all the power of soul necessar} for the situation , 
but he knows that he may not ha\e light enough for certain thmgs , 
be wall provide for this b) surrounding himself with the most 
capable men, whose names have long been fixed in his mind 

He IS not at aU inclined to allow himself to be ruled b\ a factions 
minonta,. that alwa^vs aj^ipals lo force j^gainst the decisions of the 
majoritj In this case he would accept war, and cirri it on with 
all the enorg3 he is capable of It la much to bo feared tint the 
actual crisis can have no other solution , that apjvnrs to him, 
unhappil} , to be w ntten in the near future All the consequences of 
this will be accepted There is no belief in the possiliht} of a 
coalition with the demagt^es and modem socialists They 
desire the destruction of existing E0ciet3 It is, therefore, war to 
eitremit3 

I think tint the Bonapartist part\ ought to be ver3 glad to see 
the friends of order produce them candidate , for if this candidate is 
only supported b} the votes of the men of order, who think and reflect, 
and he has not the mass of the people for bmi as is to be feared, 
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] tun prouti (n F.'iy I lm<l. with rnn* nntl wif-f; bolfiiif .-s. devoted 
hiiiir'*]}' to the ruftlic Wiirk llinf fli<- .‘•iicnn »»f a ctnuin!^ civil wir 
^Ktiutt'd oiif tti liiiii. Utnl'T the .‘'luidc ttf lii-i cla ;>tniit.<, in tltc jtoor 
ctiuntiT of rori'4ord, whon*, pitdc in liand. he had itte.-tfiited Ftioh 
!i vtiliini'lf mrsthd, (roin tiie coinnnrifenu'nf of our trouhlf.-^ he liad 
imdertnK'iii a hold re.ictifunirv nniveutcnt aojiitiftt the anarchi.-f-'. 
llis hi.^h ri'iiown aa and ivarri<>r ndlietl round liiin as a centre 
the action of ten atirronmlim: dcjairtnicnt.-". 

I htive lu'jif the juveioiis hutcr in '.vhh-h lie told uie that if the 
a ud til for.-' <if Jh'iritt diould oppi-'C the iuhtallation of the Con.-titnent 
,\so inhly. he was doterniiiad to leave his rt trent atnl inarch U{>fjn the 
capital witli .otKMXtO Jiien who were icaily to join his fla;|. I am 
sure he would have hatl them under him hefore he had f'ona fifty 
leagnes, and more than one regiment would htive followed him. Ilis 
masanliiie speech, clear ami jK-net rating, hi-; firm and confident 
gest lie. and aji indcserihtihle mixture of power ami simpleiie.-'.-;, made 
iilar-hiil Ihigcand one of the men witli whom the crowd w.ns most in 
.;-ym]iathy. 

Ilis calm features very s|x'edily hoeamo ajiimatod: he was aide to 
throw .«o mucli charm and intcre.-t over his thy recitals, lie was .a 
sight to see, standing upon a roiigli platform, ruling a close throng 
of labourers, tciichiug them the gretit art of farming, in wliich he 
wtis a master, and, in the pleasing dialect of tlic country, combating 
had mctliods as well tis had notions. 

God liiul also lu'cn pleased to lodge this enoigctic and .cimjile 
mind in a body that nothing could slitike. luclomont weather, 
weariness, labours in war or .sport, had no eftect upon his robust 
health. I do not suppose that any son of Adam has less known 
the want of sleeji, except the Emperor Justinian, who only slept one 
liour. His rustic mnnner.s, tlial he laughed at sometimes, were re- 
pugnant to tlie luxuries and elegancies of life. He had the repose of 
Probus, and, like lum, would have astonished the messengers from 
the Persian court, when they found the Emperor eating the remains 
of some bacon and pens in the middle of bis confpiering legions. 

His bold visit to Abdel-Ivader’s camp will bo remembered when, 
thinking the Emir remained seated too long, he raised him up 'vvitli 
liis strong hand, in front of twenty thousand native Arabs. The 
vigorous touch of this character was contrasted in liigb relief with 
the shades of the picture of the times. 

So what an ascendant he had Avhen he began to make his Avay 
across France, and went to the army at Lyons ! Every step gave 
him a faithful recruit, every word a devotee. No man gains more 
by being known. The child-like kindliness of the soldier lent an 
indescribable charm to the appearance of his home, his pati-iarchate 
in his family, and the conversation of his hearth. degrees and 

inevitable p)rogress, minds had appreciated his value, his qualities, 
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tis emcere pitnotism, stirlmg from the mjuat^* the honour 
populantv of lSi9 'ember jour former 

to oiir standards 

The following' letter fiom Biigeauc sule 

aide-de camp, Colonel L'lleiireux, 
able information : — ct 

Bonaparte 

La Durantie, 15th iVbie 

, T.^T » bruar\ the 

I Hew, m} deiT L Hoarenx, that jou were warml ‘^p 
me at the time of the last ejections for the Seme, and t hc^^“® ^ 

Nou ■noiild do ns much tow mis tlie Presidencv Believe tliDrleans 
douWe thai)lJulne«!S, indeed I inaj saj triple, because jou \^jpg 
about me to }oiir friends of tlio Charentc inffneure The^ tola ^ 
my chance was going well I should liave l)een too angelical if i 
liad intended to rccoinincnd General Cavaignnc when I resigned, 
besides that, I do not consider him to l>o tlie man for the work, 
I iwraonallv have some reason to complain of Jiim His bahavaour 
to me wsa not open It would tnJ c too Jong to tcJl jou all mj little 
complaints I confine myeelf to telling jon that my wife WTOte to 
him twaco m favour of a dismissed collector, and that Ins Highness 
did not deign to answer licr with one line * 

I am not much bettor plcaecd wath Lamopci&re or Charon 3Iy 
reason is not eiitirelj satisfied, to tcU the truth with the selection of 
Prince Louis Napoleon It is very nsky, anyway I prefer this 
solution to the domination of tho infamous National 

If the partv of order had not l»cen divided into two or three 
campa I would have remained on the ranks But we ran the 
risk of only getting a great imnonly and putting the nomination 
into the hands of the Assomhiy It would have been the eafabhsh 
ment of the rule of the National Now, between two dangers — one 
certain and immediate, the other eventual — I avoided the first 
I want to have my lodging as near as possible to the Chambers 
among the first second, and third legions N or should I be sorry 
to he in the neighbourhood of tho first military division, because 
t tte 15 always a sinnl] 1 emel of troops 

BtrOEAlD 


t\e feel sure that these letters were never placeJ under General Ca^aignacs 
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The Marshal’s private letters show wl lat a trou- 
bled life he was leading, how much he ha d to move 
about, his occupations and incessant receptipns. Less 
than a year after the revolution of 1848, Lyons 
was a dangerous spot for the man upon whom the 
Republican press so unjustly persisted in laying the 
responsibihty of the bloody repression in the rue 
Transnonnam. 

When the Commander-in-chief arrived, a red 
Lyons newspaper, the Pewple Souverain, re ipeated the 
usual calumnies. The Marshal did not spare this 
paper. The next day he desmed the Presi/dent of the 
order of advocates at Ljmns, ]\I. Yachon. to lay an 
information for libel. A week afteiurards, the 
crimmal court, overrulmg an argument ns to juris- 
diction brought for the defence, sentenced the editor 
to a month’s imprisonment, 1000 franci fine, and 
500 francs damages. The sentence was confirmed on 
appeal. .. j 

The Marshal had no hesitation about aippearing m 
public. The day after he arrived he went to the 
club in the rue Bourbon ; on the 20th February he 
went to see a bridge thrown across the Rhone, and 
returned by the pojoulous suburb of the Croix Rousse; 
on the 5th of March he visited the western fortifica- 
tions beyond Fourvieres. There were more peo23le at 
each of these expeditions, and more enthusiastic. As 
observed in his letters, there were fewer and fewer 
shouts for the Republic. 

He went wherever he thought duty called him. 
Thus on the 24th of February he, with his staff,' 
was present at a service in the cathedral of St. Jean, 
in honour of those who perished in the revolution of 
the 24th of February. 
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Tile baits on his principal excursions were made 
at 5t. Etienne, 27th February ; BoUrgoin, 20tli 
i\Iarch; Voiron, 21st March ; Grenoble, 22nd March; 
Valence, 24tli March ; Villefranche, 15th April. 
Tlie more second-rate tlie place, the warmer was his 
^rsonal welcome, especially from the rural popu- 
lations. 

There were several pleasing* events connected with 
meeting several old soldiers of the armies of Spain 
and the Alp3 ; we will only mention two. 

At the club of Grenoble on the 24th of JIarch was 
General Marchand, now over eighty. Jlarshal 
Bugeaud went straight to him, embraced him, and 
told the Daiiphinois, who crowded round, ‘Gentlemen, 
j\Inrchand was a lieutenant-general when I was a 
private under liim.’ 

At Villefranche, on the 15th of April, some 
retired officers presented themselves, wearing their 
old uniforms. One of them, M. Perraud, reminded 
him that they bad fought together at the siege of 
Lerida, in Spain. ‘ I commanded,' said M. Perraud, 

‘ one of the two companies that led the a^ssault ; you 
commanded the other.' The Marshal's memory and 
presence of mind were rarely at fault, and he answered, 

‘ Vou were shot in the thigh ? ' JI. Perraud as- 
sented ; and the Marshal said, ‘ You were luckier tlian 
I ; I was not wounded in the affair,’ and shook hands 
with his old comrade. 

Prince ^^apoleon’s election was far from having 
quieted revolutionaiy passions, and, thanks to the 
demagogue leaders, Paris was still a prej'^ to agitation 
and effervescence — inevitable consequences of the 
letting loose of all covetousness and desire. 

During this year, 1849, barely half of whif'h the 

VOL. II. 
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jMnrslial ■was to bcliold, being surlrlenly recalled to 
political and military life, compelled to organize an 
important military force amid revolutionists, lie 
was able to command the honest and wholesome 
pojmlarity that his loyal nature obtained from all 
those who came in contact with him. 

Absent from his dear family, he was alwa3’s 
thinking of them above all things, iind in spite of the 
cares of business. He also thought of his crops, as 
well as of social defence ; no more did he forget the 
great work of his life — the conquest and colonisation 
of Africa. II is gi'cat interest is shown in a long 
letter written to his successor, Lieutenant-general 
Charon, only a few days before his death : a kind of 
testamentaiy deposition of his views for the colon}^ 
The postscript to the letter is : 

I was on the point of being one of the Cabinet, or inaldng one 
up ibyself. By the fault of some politicians, the power has fallen 
into the hands of those who are called the third party, who, I, 
thought, had been destroyed by the revolution of February. It 
seems that some undecided fastidious sj)irits, who spare the wicked 
more than they do the good, are not cured by the revolutions and 
dangers that threaten society. 
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THE ASSEMBLY — ^DEATH ( 1849 ). 

Jlarshal Bngcaud’s Position towards the New Government — Elections to the Legis 
lative Assemhlj — Deputy for Charente Infeneure — Sitting of 30th of Jlay — 
Death, 10th of June — The Pnoce-President — Lotus Veuillot's Discourse — 
Funeral at the Invalides— Speeches of Mole and Eedeau— Statues — Con- 
clusion 

The new chief of the Stote might have taken 
umbrage at the unrivalled position of Bugenud, 
j\Iarshal of France, former Governor-general of 
Algeria, Commander-in-chief of the army of the 
Alps, if he had not appreciated the patriotism and 
political probity of the great soldier. Indeed, it was 
in all sincerity, and without afterthought, that the 
ex-candidate for the Presidency of the Republic, had, 
with all the men for order and discipline of all 
parties, rallied round tlie latent dictatorship of Pinnce 
Louis-Napoleon Bonaparte. 

Tlie victor of Isly had never hesitated to lend 
the new Government the support of his name, and 
the influence of his military popularity, whatever 
might be his political preferences. And, indeed, we 
must say that Marshal Bugeaud, holding a great 
military command in France, and being a deputy to 
Parliament, in presence of a de-facto Government, 
like that of the Republic under the Presidency of a 
Bonaparte, had in a sort of way more elbow room, 
and could be more at ease in haranguing his soldiers, 
and speaking to the Ministers, than when he was 
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confined within the narrow bonds of parliamentary 
practice, and restrained by his respect for the King, 
and the tender . affection he had conceived for the 
Duke d’Aumale. 

In Paris Marshal Bugeaud had 107,437 votes at 
the election of May 20th, 1849. Twenty- eight 
deputies were elected, he came twenty-ninth. A 
fvery good proof of the confusion and disturbance 
of mind then existing, as now, is the fact that the 
first elected for Paris was Prince Lucien Murat, 
with 134,825, and the second Ledru-Eolltn with 
129,068 votes. 

The Legislative Assembly, having rnade room for 
the National Constituent Assembly, met at the Palais 
Bourbon on the 28th of May. Two days afterwards, 
on the 30th of May, there was a scene of disturb- 
ance. The provisional committee was retiring. 
There was an exchange of very bitter language 
between the President by seniority, M. de Keratry, 
and M. Ledru-Rollin. The moderate party was 
represented by 505 members ; the Ultra-Democrats 
by 229 votes. These last made up in violence for 
their inferiority of numbers. 

When there was reason to fear that the Assem- 
bly’s excitement woidd be repeated on the tribunes, 
Bugeaud, supporting a motion to order of Ledru- 
Bolliu, the leader of the Mountain, spoke the cele- 
brated words that had a high significance in his 
mouth more than in that of any other person.* This 
is the account given of the termmation in the 
Moniteur Officiel. 

* The Ultra-Democrats were out-numhered in the proportion of more than two 
to one, and at the sitting of the 30th, Ledru Rollin complained, with some show of 
reason, that the majority were about to take an unfair advantage of their supe- 
riority . — Quarterly Revieio, No. 312, p. 491. 
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M. Ledm-Bollin . — I appeal to the justice of the 
Assembly. The late committee retired because the} 
thought that the tribune was not free. Tlie Presi- 
dent’s words have removed all trace of the incident. 
As for me, I think the secretaries should resume 
their places. 

A Voice . — We will not give in to you. 

M. Ledru-BolUn . — The Assembly cannot adop^ 
such a sentiment. I think it will be an act of 
justice for the committee to resume its duties ; the 
committee shared the feeling that caused me to lea\ e 
the tribune. Their resignation was only conditional. 
I declare in my turn that if the opposition is con- 
tinued, I shall give up speaking, as I must think 
tliat the tribune is not free. 

M. Bugeaud . — I hope that I may often find 
myself in agreement, during the course of the 
session, with Jlonsieur Ledru-Rollin, or citizen 
Ledru-Rollin if you like it. I support his con- 
clusions. Majorities, gentlemen, are bound to more 
moderation than minorities. 

The grand words of the Marshal-deputy attracted 
much attention. His generous appeal to moderation, 
conciliation, and justice, was at the moment received 
as it deseived. Unhappily, minds were over-excited ; 
the liatrcds of those in the minority by universal 
suffrage, were too much inflamed for the mitigation 
claimed by the ^Marshal, to be able to last more 
than one sitting. ■*'' Anyhow, he spoke those grand 
and noble vords, the last speech he ever made. 

Although tlie deputies had elected the Jfarslial 


* The efTtct was temporarj, tnj the overtlirow of that very Assetnhlj wm 
mainly owing to the ahuse which the party of order made of their majontr — 
Quarterly llmetc. Had 
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of ilic fourth committee, lie luid no 
intention of remaining long at Pjiris. He knew 
that imperious rluties recalled him to Lyons, and lie 
jircparcd to resume the command of his ‘Army of the 
Alps, when the terrible imdudy, then ])revalent at 
Paris, suddenly seir.ed liim. During his short stay 
he had been the guest of one of his friends, Comte 
.Vigicr, former])' ]iccr of France, whose house was 
jS^o. 1 on the quai Voltaire. 

Tlie strong soldier tirst felt the attack of cholera 
as he was rcturnin£r from the Chamber on the Gth 
of dime, atiout four in the afternoon. 31. Leon 
Koches told us, ‘ I. was in a carriage, and going to 
the 3Iarshal, when T .saw him dragging himself along 
the quai with slow steps, ojiposhe the barrack on 
the quai d’Orsay. He was pale, his face streaming 
with perspiration, his walk tottering ; he made his 
way leaning against the parapet of the quai. I 
jumped out of my carriage, and helped liim home. 
He lay do'sm never to rise again.’ 

The Journal dcs Debafs printed this in its number 
of the 9tli of June, 18d9 : — 

‘ All thoughts at this moment seem concentrated 
on one man alone, because he is at once the personi- 
fication of patriotism, military honour, and the 
standard of order. This man, there is no need to 
name him, is Marshal Bugeaud. 

‘ As soon as it was knonm that he was attacked- 
by the cruel ej^ideniic, which is spreading desolation 
within our walls, all Paris has been coming every 
day and every hour, to mquire for the great captain 
and great citizen, whose life is in danger. 

‘ As soon as the President of the Eepublic was 
informed of the serious illness, he was one of the 
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first to come and convey to the Marshal tlie 
expression of the immense interest taken in his 
Iiealtli by all ranks of society witliout exception. 
Few words, but much feeling, marked this visit, 
which does equal lionour to him who paid, and to 
Iiim who received it. As SI. Louis Napoleon left 
the man, on whose support he had so much reason 
to reckon, he could scarcely control the tears that 
filled his eyes.’ 

The Evenement of the same day gives further 
particulars : — 

‘ This morning, at eleven o’clock, the President of 
the Republic was by the Marshal’s bedside. Colonel 
A^audrey, the President’s first aide-de-camp, Colonel 
Fciray, the Jlarshal’s aide-de-camp and son-in-law, 
Colonel I’Heureux, aide-de-camp to the AVar-Ministcr, 
and M. Achille A^igier, were in the sick room. 

‘ The AEarshal’s hand was affectionately grasped 
by the President, while he said, “ I am very glad to 
see you, Prince ; you have a great mission to 
accomplish. You ^dll save France, with the union 
and help of all good men. God has not thouglit me 
worthy of being left here to assist you. I feel that 
I am dying.” 

‘ The President answered, “ All hope 'B not over, 
we are in need of you, and God will save you.” Tlie 
persons present retired, on a sign from the Alarshal, 
and a conversation lasting ten minutes took place 
between the President of the Republic and the 
brave Alarshal. 

‘As the President went away he said, “I shall 
come and sec you again.” Tlie Alarslial answered, 

“ You have other duties to perform. Thank you j 
I see all is over for me.” 
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By the evening of the Otli, the i\Iavshars con- 
dition left little hope. From ten in the evening till 
four in the morning, an almost continual drowsiness 
took possession of him. 'The pain abated, case 
gradually supervened. 

His host, Comte Yigicr, Colonels rHeiireiix and 
Trochu, Genty de Bussy, ]\Iaigne, General de 
Bar, the Abb6 Siboiir, vicar-general of the diocese 
of Paris, watched by the sick inan, with- a young 
student of the Hotel Dien, placed with the Marshal 
by Doctor Chomcl. 

At live in the evening symptoms of fever 
appeared. The Abbe Sibour remaining alone with 
the Marshal, prepared to administer the last sacra- 
ments. The old African intei’j^reter, M. Leon 
Bodies, the two aides-de-camp, and all friends of 
the last moment, were kneeling round the bed. 

The ]\Iarshal receii’ed the Holy Communion with 
all the fervour of a Christian and the calm of an 
honest man. Before the priest administered the 
viaticum he spoke a few words of exhortation to 
resignation and a good death, the Marshal repeated 
these three words after God’s minister, ‘ Fiat voluntas 
tua' A few moments afterwards Doctor Chomel 
came to listen to the Marshal’s heart, when the sick 
man said in a strong and natural voice, ‘ It is all over 
with me.’ As soon as he had received the last .sacra- 
ments, alarming symptoms appeared in his features. 
The agony commenced ; it was neither long nor 
cruel. God deigned to be merciful. 

The Marshal drew his last breath at half-past 
six, amid the tears and sorrows of his faithful friends 
pressmg round the bed to kiss his hand for the last 
time. 
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A few minutes after tlie last moment, General 
Cavaignac, Count ilole, and the Wai'-ilinister, General 
RuUiieres, entered the room. General Cavaignac’s 
grief was especially keen, he knelt by the bed and 
burst out sobbing. 

The Archbishop of Paris arrived at half-past 
seven, expecting to see the Marshal a last time. 
Generals Tartas and Gentil arrived at the same time. 
The prelate kneeled before the calm and serene figure 
of the grand soldier and honest man, and gave his 
final benediction. 

The cliief of the state received the intelligence 
with great sorrow, and seating himself at his desk, 
gave M. Maigne, who brought him the information, 
a letter for Colonel Feray. 

This 10th June was one of the most fatal days 
of the epidemic. The number of deaths by cholera 
at home and in the hospitals amounted to 672. The 
weather was stormy, the air stifling. Paris was 
greatly grieved at hearing of the event. The city 
was shocked. AVe are ashamed to say for the honour 
of the French name, that some republican journals 
of iParis and Lyons gave free expression to their 
delight at the disappearance of the Conqueror of 
Algeria, the implacable foe of revolutionists. 

By a strange coincidence, the sickness and death 
of the illustrious man of war seemed a signal 

of conflagration. Revolutionaiy passions seemed as 
if they had chosen to await the very moment of Ills 
death-struggle, to hurst out more vehemently than 
before. Indeed, it was a very near chance that tlie 
Duke dTsly had not a blood}' funeral. Tlie very day 
after the jMar.dial had been obliged to le;ive the 
Palais Bourbon on the 7tli of June, Ledr*' IloIIiu 
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with wonderful bitterness and' singular vigour ot 
language questioned the Government on the affairs 
of Eome. On the spot he lodged a protest foimded 
on article 5 of the constitution, which forbids any war 
against foreign nationalities. This speech ended by 
these words, ‘ The constitution is violated, we will 
defend it by all means, even with arms.’ At the 
same time he moved for the prosecution of the Presi- 
dent of the Eepublic and the ]\Iinisters. 

Next day, the 10th of June, the Marshal died. 
On the 11th, as soon as the sittmg began, the 
Chamber put an end to the discussion of the affahs 
of Eome by a pure and simple order of the day, 
passed by 360 votes agamst 203. A duE agitation 
was afloat m Paris ; large groujis were standing 

about around the Palais Bourbon. On the 13th, the 

• 

deputies of the Momitain retired m a body as soon 
as the sitting of the Chamber opened ; they published 
a proclamation to the people of France declaring 
outlamy against the President of the Eepublic, the 
Ministers, and the portion of the Assembly that had 
acted with them. The E^ational Guard was summoned 
to meet, the workshops to be closed, and the people 
to remain alert. 

At the same time, Ledru-EoUm, at the head of a 
certain number of the Mountam deputies, and escorted 
by the artillerymen of the National Guard came down 
into the street. The insurrection was just going to 
spread everywhere when their leader, Ledru-Eollin, 
and his friends met at the Conservatoire. What 
occurred is known ; they were surrounded by the 
troops, and there was a 2 )anic in the ranks of the 
agitators. Tlie tribune escaped by a casement 



window, and disappeared for ever from the politi- 
cal arena. As for his accomplices, they were 
tried a few days afterwards by the high court of 
Versailles. 

The day after the Marshal’s death, the French 
papers announced the catastrophe. M. Louis Veuillot’s 
funeral oration appeared at the head of the columns 
in the Univers. 

Letters of condolence were sent to the Marshal’s 
flimilj^ from all sides, including one from the Duke 
d’Aumale expressing his great attachment to the 
Marshal. 

Mdme. Feray was at La Durantie with her 
mother j they had been going to join the ]\Iarshal at 
Lyons when he was sent for to Paris by the Presi- 
dent to endeavour to form a ministry. lie was 
already ill, but Colonel Saget had brought favourable 
intelligence as they were just starting for Paris, and 
said the Marshal was immediately to be moved to La 
Durantie as his best cure. The preparations for 
departure were converted into prejiarations for his 
coming, his favourite flowers were got ready, when, 
alas ! the doctors advised twenty-four hours’ delay, 
and that was fatal. The Bishop of P^rigueux came 
to bring information of the dreadful calamity. 

******* 

The whole country was in consternation. There 
vws a compact crowd round the house. The servants 
were kneeling round the Duchess in tears. A 
peasant woman pressed her hands and said, ‘ Our 
master is gone ; the great protector of the village, 
what will become of us?’ 
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At tlie commencement’ of tlie sitting of July lltli, 
in the National Assembly, President Dupin made- a 
fmieral oration over Deputy Bugeaud ; it was short, 
but its very laconicism is eloquence, and its. four 
lines are worth a long speech. 

‘ Gentlemen, I regret to have to annomice to the 
Assembly the deatli of Marshal Bugeaud. This loss 
will be keenly felt by all France. The Marshal was 
at once a great captam and a great citizen. (Great 
applause.) I will draw lots for tile deputation to 
attend liis obsequies.’ 

Several members. — ‘ We will all go.’ 

The fmieral was solemnized on the 19th of June, 
at the Invahdes in the j)i’esence of the Prince Presi- 
dent, followed by a numerous staff, and was attended 
by a very large number of the marshals of France, 
generals, and officers of all ranks, the president and 
vice-president of the Assembly, and almost all the' 
representatives. 

When the troops had defiled past the bier, M. 
Mol4, for civilians, and General Bedeau for soldiers, 
recapitulated the Marshal’s services. 

Algeria put on mournmg, and the Akhbar on the 
19th of June mitiated a movement for a monument 
to their hero. On the 15th August, 1852, the 
Governor-general of Algeria presided at the inaugura- 
tion of this statue. And in September 1853, another 
monument was erected in the town of Perigueux. , 

We have reached the termination of our work 
and are troubled. Were we worthy to revive such 
a personage ? Was not the history of this high-souled 
life a real epic poem, above our power? However it 
may be, if the grandeur of the subject has crushed 
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the writer, he does not regret the time devoted to 
this patient study ; he only hopes that as the reader 
turns these pages, he will find the great delight and 
comforting thoughts, that he himself has had in com- 
posing them. 

####**.# 


THE END. 
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